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LETTER !• 

Dear SiRs 

As requested, I proceed to make a 
few obsenrations on a small tract, entitled, ^* An 
Earnest and AfFectiopate Address to the Ptople 
called Methodists/' The ^* Address'* seems to hay« 
j>een published under the patronage of '* The So^ 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge/' Th« 
author, to me, is unknown. But as it was industri- 
ously circulated among the Methodists by the 
Rev. Edmund Paley, Curate of Cawthorne, at a 
time when the Methodists were fitting up a place 
for Public Worship in the village, it evidently re- 
ceives his sanction, and, from its contents, was in* 
tended to prevent the spread of Methodism. 

The/* Address," lam sorry to say^ abounds 
with bold assertions-^but without proofs to sup- 
port them. The reader is saved from the trouble of 
turning over a large collection of old dusty folios^ 
by way of reference. But though he may estimate 
on a saving of ^tme, he has no right to expect aa 
exemption from doubt; nor does a want of proof» 
either by way of reference or argument^ free the 
writer from the charge of precipitancy. 

Socinianism, Sir, is so glaring a heresy, tl}«|t^.: 
eyen to a common capacity, it seems to csurry w)th? 
it its own eondemhation. . The xase differs, how- 
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ever, as it respects Arianism. There is sometWng 
in the Arian* heres^^ i\> ^<%>^iiAiSylifrW its nearer 
approach to, truth, tha t people are in greater dan- 
ger of being imposflf^wrlrjr it. The same remark 
iivill hold good in the present case. Had the writer 
of the **Address'V{;oOT^'lot'\^r& with all the ensigns 
of an antagonist, the Methodists would have been 
upon their guard. But he approache$'tftem hn Hhe 
l^boN^er ^ 9^/rief9ij of one ^ who has been long 
grieved I to. ?(^i spr much! bwesty and wBlfHaaeaning, 
i<i^fgr>6|itlj^i imposed ^pon;" of onef v^ho 'inonims tb 
find, tbe Met b<^isM *' fgnorleUitl^^goiikgon ita sorting 
tbe designs bf enthasiafun, atid in givifirg credit to the 
mokt eHtravfKgant. Itnd grbut^dless pretences;'' and 
ciCone.wbo *^ has no'bther motive but a real regard 
to the honour Of 6nr most holy religiohj and a de* 
lire tq promote, the. peace and welfare of society."* 
That the autbor'!$ motives iti Writilig were pvMre-*** 
that he. siMerely, believes (he Methodists bo be a 
deluded, people — atid that He has beenlong grieived 
to see them impOp^ed tipon^ is'not my design to 
controvert. But we all know, that there may be 
pure motiV.es withotit the- kppHcatioii of proper 
means-'--a belief thMothe¥^Bred^lj(ided while we 
ourselves are' labouring uiid^r the'sf^Me disorder^^*-^ 
and a p^ign^ilt grief withdutatiy just %rlm^e. The 
first is e>xeni|)Itfied in a Physician adminiskeriiig 
iiliproper medicine; thet(ecoiM M^ A' Jew supposing 
OhHsKianity to be a mere chedt^ hnd the third in 
a person wiiiyls trebled with a scntif>ulo'tts don^ 
science. Our motives, however, it shotild be re- 
membered, will not, in every instance, prove us tn- 
MiHi^eiif. Let ns; to illustrate this poiDt,' ovily advert 
to what has JAM been observed in< the case of a 
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Phjwcian; Hepe^We will suppose^ a person who 
aits >> in a profes^UMlal capacity; He Tisits k 
^fc pebon**--bis nlotires^are go6d«-^h^ititendftthe 
redtdratioii of the patient-^^but^ unfortunately, he 
ddminislers improper medicine: the consequence 
is, Ihe pdtreilt dies. Ndur the PhyMcian'^ intentions 
being good^ he caniiol^, Hvith any kind of justice, he 
cicbde wvoed * on the ground of motiw. He can only 
be ensured <Ai the ground of i^/nomnee^ from 
Whence originated the application of improper 
means. Bat it h easy to perceive, that purity cf 
ttietire will nbt'Mone f6r the injury done to the 
pattent'itf b^iy. Should this professional gentleman, 
after seeing the baneful effects of his medicine, 
still continue in the practice of physic — ^persist in 
administering, fop ttie same disorder, the same po- 
ti^h<«-«aMd totally neglect to examine the consti- 
tufcion to which he intends to ^pply his intended 
restorative, it will either ai^ue interested motives, 
obritinacy of temper, or inability to estamine. I^n 
sfaoH, it will arg«e that he takes up the profession, 
more for the- sike of a living, than for any regard 
to the health of the patient. Though no improper 
motives may be attributed to the writer of the '<Ad« 
dress,"^ yet he^would do. well,* before he comes for- 
ward a^n^^ to civltivatean acquaintance with the 
dbctrihes, the discipline, the worship, and the prac* 
tices of the Methodists, From the nature of the 
medicine ^be' offers^ it is to be feared, that he consi- 
ders the disorder far more alarming than it really is. 

The author, jealous lest his ** Address" should 
not have its desired effect, says to the members of 
the Methodist Society^ *^ Let not your teachers hin- 
der you from reading these papers impartially. 



sent case, iyould be deemed unnecessary ; 

itselfi 

w\}\ perceive. Sir, by the last quotation 
'^Address/' iii hastening so soon from the 
le thirty^third page, that it is not my de- 
>lIow the author regularly in his various 
but to finish the same subject which is 
pon in different places, and to class toge- 
cellars closely connected with each other. 

* p. 35. 

lan," says an eminent writer, '* arrived at a certain 
lowledge, is confirmed in the fitith even by the ob- 
ich are propos^ to him to engage him to renounce 
If you answer this description, read without scru* 
ts, Spinoza, and all the other enemies of religion. 
IS with which they pretend to cover it, will only ad« 
endour in your eyes. The blows, which they nve 
serve to conrince you that it is invulnerable, out 
t a child in tmdentanding, such books may be dan- 
u ; poison without an antidote will convey itself into 
Lud destroy all the powers of your soul." 

Saurin't A*. voL 4f.p. 301. third edi^fy 
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tio^itfg just led ypUj deai Sii:^ t0 the entrA^Qi> 
ot the intricate path of controversy^ I must leavjQi. 
y OH,, pro^iising* however, in the course of time, to 
<JWuct,you to the TEMPle^ 

.; •'/^:- . Yours, &fc.-' • '-• • '- '^'^ 

. • J • .. ; . ♦• . = • • : ■ '^ V 

LETTER !!• 



•; * » 



Dear Sir>.. 

You, no douht, have frequently heara 
the cry ^* The Church is in danger." 1 shall not 
now deitain' you vnth an inquiry into the cause of^ 
its danger; whether it is not in as much danger. 
ftoin within 2LS ftom mthaut. 

tn' the lattei* part of the "Address,*' the author^ 
^airnestly exhorts the Methodists to rettnrn to the 
Churchy and to fbfsake the errors and practices of 
their present teachers.^ Had he defined the term^ 
i^nrch, we should have been in less danger of 
ittissing otir way. Perhaps we may stumble upon his 
nii^aning in thfe following charge;—-" Many of you 
have entirely left your parish-churches/'f From 
this it appears, that as it is the parishrchurch they 
have left, it is to it they are exhorted to return. The 
Opinion, alas ! is too common with many, that a, 
ste^k-hause, if I may be allowed to quakerise my^ 
CKpr^ssions, is the true church of God. Than this, 
they look no further; nor do they wish to be united 
to smy other. Happy union! ioc^^ and ^mf united 

♦p.iO— 4S. +P-46. 



IS nouse. ^ it surety never enterea tne 

sh-church to t»e erected in liis private 
he thought, in fact, of one ^oii^f W jj^ftlif i 
►erfectly ridfculQUs. The ap9^ile speak ^« 
e church ofCrod^ whicki he natK purc^a»' 
own blooj[).''f Bujt. we cannot suppose 
»stle <^ver tiioiigbt that God had shea hjbi 
chase stones, mortar^ and wood; The^e 
i>een procured at a much less ekp^i^sA^ 
or tendings but meu that Chr,isi |.<tiea7 
rm cfmrch^ therefore, cannot be applied 
, without offering violence to the sacre<[i^ 
be necessary to in<^\iire jinto Its ^enu^ 



jek word, as used in the New Testis! 
ivhich is translated churchy is derived 
r wprd which si^ines tQ c^lfj^^jj^ 
church is an assembly called together 
i of sin and the wprld^ by ^^^ V^^^f^h)PS, 

* vcr. 2. t Acta XX. 28. 

ret^s Greek Ltxicoto— aid Leigh's Critica Stcrar 
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of the word, and the operations of the S^riL* 
Supposing the author, then, to exhort the Metho* 
dists to return to the church in this sense, the ex- 
hortation can only be considered as pregnant with 
absurdity; for thousands of the Methodists evince 
by their morals, their tempers, their conversation, 
and their devotional exercises, that they actually 
constitute a part of Christ'^ church. To tell them, 
therefore, to return, is to tell them to return to sin 
and the worlds from whence they have been called 
out. 

But it would appear from the ''Address," that it 
is the duty of the Methodists to attend the service 
of the Establishment. This may be inferred from 
the ''Address'* itself, which supposes the Metho- 
dists to have abandoned the path of duty — ^to be 
out of their proper sphere of action. But the author's 
own language will be still more determinate on 
this point. Hence, he devoutly says, '* I earnestly 
beseech Almighty God to enable me to write to 
your hearts and consciences; that these papers 
may have the good effect desired and intended, 
that they may give you a just sense of the disor- 
ders smd errors you have been led into, and recover 
you to the practice of your duty ."f If the writer 
comprehends in the term duty, private, family, and 
public prayer — searching the scriptures — the main- 

* Locke, in his ''Letter coDceroiag Toleratioo/' keeps th« 
definition thus given perfectly in countenance. " A churcb, 
then,'' says he, ^^ I take to be a volantary society of men, joining 
themselves together of their own accord, in order to the poblic 
worshipping of God, in such a manner as they judge acceptable 
to bim and effectual to the salvation of their souls.'' SMortQcdit. 

p. 37. 

t''Addresi^''p.4. 

B 
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tenahc^ of piiblic worship, &c. he might have saved 
himself considerable trouble; for these are duties 
iVhich the Methodist Preachers constantly enforce 
Upon their hearers ^ and to which the members of 
tociety are expected to adhei'e. It is evidetit there- 
for^, that the author refers to the duty of attending 
the sei-vice of the Established Church. But on what 
ifi the supposition of this being a duty founded? lis 
it founded simply on the ground of its being a na- 
tibnal Establishment?* This being the case, should 
not the "Address*' have been more general? Should 
it not have extended to all other sects, since: on 
the s^me principle, they ought to be brought back 
to th^ observance of their duty? But does hot the 
author perceive, that the church of Rome, mighty 
6n the same ground, having ^ once been the Es- 
tablished Religion of the nation^ urge the present 
Establishment to return within her pale? But has 
the author of the *^ Address" candidly examined the 
reasons which each party has advanced in favour 

* ** No body/* says Locke, ** » born a member of any church; 
otherwise the religion of parents would descend unto children, 
by the same right of inheritance as their temporal estates, and 
erery one would hold his faith by the same tenure as lie does his 
lands; than which nothing can be imagined more absurd. Thus 
therefore that matter stands. No man by nature is bound unto 
any particular church or sect, but every one joins himself Tolun- 
tarily to that society in which he believes he has found that pro- 
fession and worship which is truly acceptable to God. Thehop^ 
of salvation, as it was the only cause of his entrance into that 
communion, so it can be the only reason of his s^y thete. For 
if afHerivards he discover any thiAg erthe** errori^oriii^ in th6 Aj*<. 
trine, or incongruous In the woi'ship t>f that sdcietv tb whicli h^ 
ha^ joined hitnself. why should it Hot be as 1^ m liiin t6 g6 
otit as ft ivas -to entier > No member of a religions ^didMf can be 
tied ^th^ny othtt- bonds but whsrt; pn^\5d fr6m'thte*c?rtrtain'e**. 
pectation of eternal life. A church then is a society of membell 
Toluntarily uniting to this end.'* iaettcr on Toleration^ p. 38. 
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of a Dissent?* Or \«fhich even the Methodists have, 
advance^ in ifavour of Methodism ? To h^ye ^ewn, 
the fallacy of such reasons was the author's , first 
work. He has, it is true, made an attenpipt ^o do 
this; but ;n what manner he has succee^c^d, these 
Letters will, in some pleasure, explain. 

From the different statements in the "Addfessjj" 
it would appear as though the Methodists were er*-; 
roneous in doctrine ; immoral in practice;; and slavey 
to their preachers, "My aim," says he, " is to 
draw you £rom the principles and pr^ctipes qf th^! 
Methodists, and from your attendance on sqch 
teachers, as I s^m persuaded have hitherto misled 
you.'^t It is with difligulty I can persuade myself; 
that the writer here refers to unchristian nraclices^ 
as drunkenness, lying, s.wearing, sahbath breaking, 
&c. 1. Because no person is permitted to remain 
in the society, that is known to live in habits of 
immorality; and, 3. Because it woul4 scarcely 
come from him (pardon the expression) with a 
suitable grace, since immorality is coimt^nanced 
in many of the acknowledged members of tt^e Es? 
tablishment. Were all immoral persons, who are 
considered mev^hers^ that is, aUenders,\ of the 

* The illttstnous relative of the distributor pf the *' Address/* 
who, perhaps was equally capable of judging with the distributor* 
himself, says, '' 1 do not know that it is in anv degree true, that 
the influpQce of religion' is the greatest, where th«'.re are the fewest 
4i9senters/' Se^ Archdeacon Foley's Evidences of Christiauity, 
vol. ?. p. 3S9. 

f Address/' p. 5. 

\ In the Mtthodist economy, there is a distinction between 
wmiAen of sociMy and mere attendgns on th.e pablic oi4ii»aocfi||. 
Th« case diflfers wHh reg^nl to the E^tuMahfi^ Churcb* Vqv m 
thore is no proper node of discipiine attended tOf-rbvr fupMW- 
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Church of England, banished from her walls, I 
should not be surprised to hear people possessed 
of a low degree of angelic charity, say, that there 
would be both empty pulpits and vacant pews, and, 
in some instances, empty churches. But I shall en- 
deavour to turn a deaf ear to the sayings of those 
dwarfs in christian charity, leave them to defend 
their own cause, and permit the fact to speak" for 
itself. It is the Methodists with whom I iam more 
immediately concerned. And as it respects their 
principles^ the author, it is hoped, does not refer 
to any thing foreign to the principles of the Re- 
formed Churches. The principles, or, in other 
words, the doctrines of the Methodists, are no other 
than the doctrines of the Church of England — 
doctrines, which, I do not affirm are every where 
taught in the Establishment, but, which ought to 
be every where inculcated, to make it consistent 
with its Articles, Homilies, &c. and these are the 
doctrine of the Trinity — the satisfaction of Christ 
— the total depravity of human nature — justifica- 
tion by faith — ^the new birth — holiness of heart and 
life — ^future rewards and punishments, &c. &c. 
If, then, the Methodist Preachers insist upon mo- 
rality, expel immoral members, enforce the neces- 
sity of christian holiness, and preach up the doc- 
trines of tlie Establishment, with what justice can 
it be said that they mislead the people ? The fact 
is, no charge can be preferred against them of 
leading the people into an error in doctrine or 
morals^ but of misleading them in ihexxwalk; that 
is, the people rvalh to an old barn, a thatched cot- 

palsiofifl — ^and, in general, no kind of distinction made between 
the devout and the profttne, it is presumed that all are members 
who regularly attend her service. 
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tage, or a chapel, instead of a parish«church. Had» 
not the- ubiquity and impartiality of the Divine 
Being been sufficiently established, it might have 
been urged as a reason why we ought to worship 
in one place more than another. But if he ** fill 
heaven . and earth," and is " no respecter of per- 
sons," we may fairly infer, that the worship of a 
sincere soul will be as acceptable to God when per- 
formed in an old barn, as though it had been of- 
fered up in one of the most magnificent buildings 
in the land. It is not the place, but the heart, of 
which God takes cognizance.* All this, it may- 
be said, is very good; but they are " wwfcdf" to 
those places. Poor souls ! how much to be pitied ! 
One would almost imagine, that the author was 
figuring to himself a number of people with 
bandages on their eyes, who put themselves under 
the direction of others, to lead them to a certain 
place of worship, but, unfortunately, on the band- 
ages being taken off, instead of finding themselves 
facing the reading desk, they found themselves in 
a Methodist chapel. But admitting them to have 
been led blind-fold thither^ they were not com- 
pelled to remain there, or bound by any law, after 
they had left the place, to return, i heir being 
•* mwfedf," implies that they 9,re either incapable 
of judging for themselves, or too indolent to under- 
take the arduous task. Suppose theiti, then, to be 
too indolent for the work, will their zeal be quick- 
ened by attending the parish-church? Or^ should 
we suppose them incapable of examining, and, in 
consequence of that incapability, to place implicit 
confidence in the representations of their present 
teachers, will it not naturally follow, that the au- 

* John, IT. 20 — ^24. 



misrepresentations of its pretended 
II as the open attacks of its avowed 

one time, a Mr. Nightingale pre- 
ts praise, by attempting to give a 
' that is, a Caricature *• of Metho- 
Uas ! though a nightin^le, some of 
m addressed to a musical ear, are a& 
braying of an ass; and though a 
nding to give a correct likeness of 
ret he paints so much in the shade, 
(i be almost tempted to think he had 
ie of his colours at a shop called the 

At another time, a Mr. i m i . 
lam^ like his work, remain a blanks 
you ; why a blank? 3ecause it wants 

I arguments. 

ourage, my dear Sir; though many 
onists may, according to the motto 

II have been presented, have "swords** 
yet their power is limited. Jjei us 
y ; the TRUTH is great, and will p9e» 
PL£ is now in view. 

Yours, &c^ 

J. E. 
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LETTER III. 

Dear Sir, 

Miethodism miay be consid^ed m a 
branch of the Establishment; it w^s from that root 
that it first sprung. The author of the "Address** 
pretends to give a fair and impartial accbunt of the 
origin of Methodism, and takes care to reproack 
the preachers in very strong terms.* We are in^ 
formed that the Preachers are ** Altered from what 
they professed at first/'f In what are they altered? 
Are they altered in their morals^ their doctrines^^ 
or their experience? No; they only entertain 
diffierent views of the Established Church, or rather 
of some of its members. But it should be remem*- 
bered, that the JirH race of Preachers are now 
numbered with the dead, and no law can bind the 
present preachers to maintain the ^^professions** of 
their predecessors, in things non-essential. Not 
only so, but some of the present Preachers were 
tiever in the habit of attending the service of the 
Church of England; and consequently, cannot be 
charged with separating from it. 

To sheWj Sir, the forbearance of the Clergy, 
we are told, .that the first preachers " Were allowed 
lihe pulpits and churches on any occasiotl."j; W^n 
thid, I woald ask, the case with Mr. Wesley atiH 
Mr. Whitfield? Rather, were they not denif&d the 

* • "AddrcsB," from p. 35 to 37, we have ii toUtable speefantii 
of Ibt aathbr'fl spirit ; aod yet, it li an '^AffedHmaU Addteis.'' i 
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pulpits, and driven from the Church contrary \o 
their inclination? As a proof of Mr. Wesley's 
strong attachment to the Established Church for a 
series of years, I only need lo refer to the different 
statements on the subject, in his life by Coke and 
Moore — to his Appeals — and to the' Minutes of 
Cooferejice, where there are rules prohibiting 
pre0.ching in our chapels, .except in particular ca- 
SQS,. during churqh hours. Bi;it if Mr. Wesley was 
atts^cUed to the Church, and was ^^ allowed the 
pulpits on any occasion," how did it come to pass 
that he and his fellow-laboiirers were at length 
expelled? You shall hear. Sir. It was because 
" The spirit of modesty, £|nd regard to order and de- 
cency had forsaken them' —because they " became 
vain, and conceited" — ^because " they proceeded to 
open censures and contempt of their brethren," and 
because the Clergy " were obliged to deny them the 
use of their pulpits, unless they would be content 
to .have their people perplexed with intricate and 
dangerous doctrines."* And pray what were these 
" intricate and dangerous doctrines?" Why, Paul's 
justificatimh byfaith^ and John's view birth. Was 
lany thing done to convince these men of their 
error? Yes^ " Several things were written to re- 
claim them. What did all these produce? Saucy 
and petulant answers; fresh bitterness; more arro- 
gant boasting; more uncharitable reviliiigs."t .The 
abusive language which the writer charges upon 
the first Preachers, ^unong whom, it. is presumed^ 
Mr. Wesley stands foremost, may be. repelled two 
ways; the one tending to ^ojden,.tlie other to ovtrr 
turn it. Th?^t which tends to soften the charge, is, 
the. provocation with which they met .They w?re 

* "Address'' p. 35. , f iWdtp. 36. 
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driven from the Church. For what reafon? They 
manifested more zeal than ordinary in the convert 
sion of sinners: and their zeal was a reproof to 
the coldness of others. That which tends to over** 
turn the charge, is, the holy lives of the persons 
against whom it is preferred. Sauciness, &c. are 
traits so incompatible with their piety and general 
character, that it requires a greater stretch of faith 
than I am possessed of, to attach to it the fullest 
credence. Far be it from me to suppose the writer 
capable of uttering a falsehood; he might have 
heard these things at the fourth or fifth hand. 

Abusive language. Sir, is not the only outrage, 
it appears, the original Preachers were guilty of. 
They even proceeded so far as to ^* Seize a pulpit 
or two without leave; and at last, in defiance of 
the law, exercised their ministry in the fields 
and commons, and other unlicensed places/'^ 
Perhaps in the next edition of the ^^ Address/' the 
author will take the trouble of quoting chapter and 
verse, where these depredations on the pulpits were 
committed. Till then, a vindication wilt be un- 
necessary. As it respects field preaching^ though 
unlawful according to the above statement, it may 
be defended on the ground of divine authority, ab*- 
solute necessity, and beneficial effects. 1. Divine 
authority. "Go," says our Lord, "into ail the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature — 
Go^out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be filled." 
Surely a commission of this nature implies some- 
thing more than locality — sfomething more than 
a settled ministry. The author, it is true^ at- 

* ''Address,^ p. 36. 
C 



tMipfs to JMtify a settled ministry.* This is a 
point I shall not stand long to contend about. A 
good Kving is worth contending for. To endeavoufj^ 
therefore, to settle the point of an established mi- 
aislrjr, is very laodabley as it tends to settle bo^ 
hodjf and mind in an • easy position: but if the 
dkme law gives an itinerant commission, let Am^ 
aMm tawB prohibit as the]r may, it is our duty ta 
obey God rather than man. Because Darius, at 
the instigation of his courtiers, signs a decree pro«» 
hibiting divine worship, must Daniel desist from 
appraufaing his God? S. Ab$oh^ neeemtjf. Ift 
the case of Mr. Wesley, and the original Preachers, 
the necessity of field preaching will appear at once, 
for they were banished from the parishrcbiirchesty 
and it was some time before places of worstiip 
tould be erected. Sinners were also perishing Gft 
every hand for lack of knowledge; and this nate* 
rally led the way to what is so nearly allied ta 
field preaching, via. itmerancy. Thousands who 
had no taste for a place of worship, were, through 
curiosity, induced to hear the word preached in 
the open air: and surely, in a case like this^ where 
tile salvation of souls is so deeply involved, the 
Preachers of the Grospel may be allowed to accomr- 
modate their public ministrations to the natural back- 
wardness of man to divine things, without incurring 
the censures of the well-disposed. Indeed, it geema 
almost a paradox, to talk about the Gospd being 
preached to afi the world, if its publishers am tt> 
remain stationary*— to be fixed in one plaee. 3L 
Beneficial ^tets. Persons have not only been: out- 
wardly reformed, but inwardly changed; and the 
success that has thus attended field preaching, suf« 
ficiently attests the approval of j£HOV ah. 

• ««Addrw»''p.39. 
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Another misdemeanor of which the Preachers 
have been guilty, is, they have *' Set aside and 
altered the Liturgy at their pleasure, and made 
use of eMempare eff'usions of their own, in the pub* 
lie warship of God/'^ Awful indeed ! and doubly 
awful, . should they have the following curse en* 
tailed upon them : *^ If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book : and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book, God shall 
take away his part out of the hook of life/'f But 
surely we may indulge, at least, a ray of h6pe» 
tliat there is mercy for those men who only ** alter'* 
the works of men. Had the Liturgy been the pro* 
duction of his Infallible HidineBs^ the Pope ef 
Mame, it might have been deemed improper for 
erring mortals to make any alterations. But as 
The Book of Common Prayer is the work oifallu 
ble man, it may be fairly concluded, that its au« 
thors might be as liable to err in making^ as the 
Methodist Preachers were in altering it. Far be 
it from me to condemn the book, as totally uselesff» 
Many of the forms are excellent as forms. An 
answer, however, to the following question, will, 
perhaps^ have a tendency to satisfy some scrnpu* 
lous^oonsci^cices: Did the custom of reading pray* 
ers originate with Christ and the Apost le^* ? Or, like 
that of reading sermons, was it an invention of the 
more recent ages of the Chri^^tian Church ? Should 
it be demonstrated, that Christ made no use of a 
ifook when he prayed in the garden, or on any other 
occasion; that the ApostlesX made no me of a set 

♦ •' Addresg,*^ p. S5. f Rev. «ii. IS. l^. 

t A witty PreacheTj well known in \LoudoB« when represent- 
iBg tile ftaSkm rilaetion of Fuer am Ac msKr* mbQ, yam nUf 
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farm; and that there is no precept in the whole book 
of God to bind us to it, we may surely be permit- 
ted to make use o( extempore effusums- of out own. 
And, till the abettors of The Book of Cwnm&n, 
Prayer^ can vindicate the usage by the example 
of Christ and the Apostles, and by an express com- 
mand in the word of God, let them not condemn 
the Methodists for imitating the conduct of Him, 
who said, '< Learn of me." 

Not content with altering the Liturgy, the 
Preachers, it appears, have taken " The liberty to 
condemn those excellent writings. The Whole JDuty 
of Many and Archbishop Tillotson^s Works.*** As 
an individual, I have some acquaintance with these 
works, and am convinced that there is much to 
approve of in them. But I only speak for myself. 
Others are not obliged to approve of them because 
they meet with my approbation, or to receive them 
as pure Gospel^ because they are esteemed by the 
author of the " Address." In the works of Arch- 
bishop Tillotson, I feel peculiarly interested, and 
had them recommended to me some years ago by a 
judicious friend: and had they not been generally 
approved of by the Nlethodist Preachers, a recom- 
mendation of them would never have found ita way 
into the Methodist Magazine. f 

What appears still more objectionable. Sir, is, 
that Methodism is productive of idleness and inat' 

to sinkf cried, '* Loud, sdTe me/' is reported to haTe said, *' If 
Feter, on this occasion, had forgotten his Prayer Book, and had 
been under the necessity of Fanning back for it, be would hart 
sunk 09 round tu a ribband*' 

* <' Addreis/' p. S7. t Se^ Math* Mag. for 1808, p» 472«5. 
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Untian to business* Would we, therefore, credit 
the author of the ** Address," the language and 
the actions of the Preachers are not only reprehen- 
sible; but the very system, which they intend to 
establish, is radically bad. But who, that has 
read or heard of the reformation produced among 
the colliers at Kingswood, Newcastle, and else- 
where, by means of Methodism, can give the 
smallest credit to this ? Many can be produced 
as patterns of piety ,f cleanliness, industry, and 
benevolence, who, previous to their connexion 
with the Wesleian Methodistis, were depraved in 
their morals, regardless of their persons, ragged in 
their apparel, and immersed in debt. General 
observation is the best argument in favour of the 
infliience of Methodism on habits of industry. 
Look into almost every city, town, and village, 
and you. Sir, will be furnished with a sufficient 
refutation of the writer's statement. 

Since Methodism, from what we have heard, 
has such a destructive influence on habits of in- 
dustry, it is reasonable that the Methodists should 

♦ ''Address'' p. 42-3. 

t The Methodists, in the " Address/' are represented in a 
Tery unfaTourable light. But however the tract may be appro- 
Ted, of by its distributor^ it is a source of satisfaction to the 
Methodists, that his learned relatiTe, already mentioned, has 
borne honourable testimony to their piety. " After men became 
Christians/' says he, ''much of their 'time was spent in prayer 
and devotion, in religious meetings, in celebrating the eucharist, 
in conferences, in exhortations, in preaching, in an aiFectionate 
intercoune with one another, and correspondenc| with other 
societies. Perhaps their mode of life, in its form afid habit, was 
not yery unlike the Unitas Fratrum, or of modern Methodists." 
See Paley's Evid. of Christ. toI. 1. p. 38. 
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kecautioDed against those things to which idle 
people are most addicted^ riz. sinful and triflmg 
amusements. Hence, they are gnarded against 
all those ** Diversion$ and pleasures'* which ^* are 
Tain, wicked, dangerous, hurtful, or imprudent;'* 
and encouraged in the pursuit of those '* which are 
both innocent, and sometimes proper/'^ No dis- 
tinction being made between those amusements 
which are sif^ul and those which are innocent^ by 
way of mentioning the names of a few of tliem, we 
are left considerably in the dark. For what may 
be deemed innocent by. one, may appear criminal 
to another. If, however, the practice of some of 
the Clergy is, in this instance, to. be our gtiide, we 
shall find gaming, hunting, horse racing, dancing, 
ipasquerades, theatrical amusements,-)* &c. among 
those diversions which are considered innocent. 
Connect with these, the influence of example, 
waste of time, needless expense, and, in some 
cases, the injury done to health, and they will not 
appear so innocent as many of their votaries would 
imagine. That amusements of this nature are 
referred to, seems rather probable; for I see, or 
4hink I see, something of an excuse for the con* 
duct of *< A cassock'd huntsman and a fiddling 
priest,"{ in the following observation : *' If you 
should be determined to avoid all diversions wbat« 

* « Address,** p. 49-S. 

■ 

f A perusal of Collier's '^ Short Tiew of the Immorality and 
Pirofiuieiiess of the English Stage,^ and Styles's '« Essay on the 
Character and Influence of the Stage on Morals and Happtaess,*' 
will be saffiejgnt to convince any impartial reader of the baneful 
efiecta of thcSrical exhibitions. 

t Cowper* 



( 99 ) 
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ever, remember, that tbis is matter of mctin^tioi^ 
and choice, but not of duty : tfaat you are nev^r 
the wiser or the better christians for thus avoiding 
them ; and that you cannot, without ^ijiat uncha* 
ritableness, accuse or censure any other persomb 
who continue innocently and prudently to partake 
of them.'-'^ On the subject of amusements, the 
writer, as it respects the Methodists, may keey 
himself perfectly easy. The Preachers will take 
care to use all their influence, to preserve the mem- 
bers of society from sinful diversions, fiut one 
would really be inclined to conclude from the whole 
of what is written on the subject, that it were the 
writer's dei^ign rather to draw people into, than to 
keep themyro9if th^ pursuit of diversions. 

.1 shall conclude this long letter, dear Sir, with 
4 remark on the rapid and extensive spread of 
Methodism. *'Let me remind you," ^ says thi9 
friend of the Establishment, ^' of the progress of 
Methodism since its first appearing. This alone 
should persuade you to retreat in time."t Qi^^y I 
Will not this go equally well to prove, that meo 
ought to abandon Chrirtiemi^y, because of its rapid 
progress in the apostolic age, and that we, on the 
same principle, ought to renounce the Befamu^ 
tion,. and retuni to Popery? Will \t not also go 
to prove, that the Unitarians, from their slender 
number, are the only orthodox people ? It would 
be well, if the sage advice of Gamaliel to the monif- 
bers of the Sanhedrim, were more seriously cohsi- 
dered— ** If this counsel, or this work be of men, 
ik will come to nought: but if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow? it.'' — Surrounded, Sir, ai^ we 

* "^ Addrtsi^f p. 40r7. f ibid. p. 5^ 



( i84 ) 

HOW are, with the members of the Jewish Sanhe^ 
drim, and listening to the advice of a Jewish doc- 
tor, we may venture to infer our arrival within the 
precincts mf the Temple. Should you have any 
doubt of this, you will find, at least, by retracing 
the steps we have already taken, that we have not 
greatly mistaken our way, in our search after 

Truth. 

Yours, &c. 

J. E. 



LETTER IV. 

Dear Sir, 

In the following remarks, you will 
perceive, I trust, that virtues and perfections often 
grow stronger by way of opposition and contrast. 
Since the author of the ^* Address" has endeavoured 
to throw some dark shades over the characters and 
principles of the Methodist Preachers, I shall make 
it my business in this Letter, to take the pencil in 
the one hand, to heighten the colouring where it 
may seem to require it, and the spunge in the 
other, to dash out any improper shade. " If I," 
says this clerical advocate, " have vindicated our 
dergy, and compared them with yours, you must 
not take this amiss. These have by their boasting 
and censures compelled me to do this; and it was 
impossible to undeceive you without doing it."* 
Tlie authfti has had his turn at comparison^ he will 
now permit me to have mine at contrasts He telh 
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119 tb«^ he hm-caf»fim)e4 them. But w% h^i^^ iMd 
oalj ow Md^ iof itihe subje^jir : To oi^k^ itioblnpt^te^ 

. Are^tbey to<be(Q€imf^i^redria their iodZZ; to ;th4i 
mioWy ^'v XMe M^bodiw . Freaclidrs,: it>!isj §aidi 
aue. diefllltute of V^^pyr il^anticular. «des*igaatic|n^* ;ar. 
s^pointmenlb^^t i Npw, rtto .Clergy, mnht «iit^ r(y^ 
Cjeiy eJ tb^n m wioo: fr<«m the? J({«At];p--r^^ J^dp2e^^ 
Of; CAfV^ ; X|iat' tJie • Jl^i^A^ i* unaWi^. tP; ?gi v.e .« 
divine mission', ,wouldl>e:tfo.diffiqHi4( I patter to 
prove•^ Jfor ewa^ .it4>& sMd^ithat the ClcMrgyif e^cdife 
itffomtlaftxIi^eqi^S ftr the people, iniinost casea^ 
iiAYe)no^^mi: fi^e^\hfm&Q(^ being the gift ofva«i 
«9idiyiGlMfef. The mis3i<«i> <therefor/^, not being 
AtifliM^t^ bn,t dimn^ .Qhmtonly can^ grant.it to. hifii 
inini^^i^fA* . Bttt what proof; has the author to ad- 
v<uK^» th94;.Cbri^si; never commissioned, .Methodist 
Pfeacb^Srtopublish^he Gos|»el? : . . 
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Ate.they.to be'compaced in point ;of leiarHi^? 
Hefey':alasl.'thfe Methodisl^ Preabhers, jaot having 
lecvediaiCQtlege apprenticeship, must.be \e& be* 
liind* ;^> It 1$. , a. condoling : thought^; however, that, 
tiiQjriareifai! behind who cannot fdlowi aifter. . But 
admitting th^m, like the < ordinal ^postks, i never 
to have entered the 4looi» .Qf> a eollege, <doe$ that 
incapacitate them for the work of the ministry? 
fibdChrisI given a pat tot to HMmufacture^minii^ers^ 
a collage : education woidd ha^e been essential . to 
tibe. gospel nunistry. i)This>notv.b^ng the case, 
Christ I eaii^ qualify, meiicfor > extensive usefulness 
without it. Do not imagine,«rSir, that 14iave . the, 

most distant wish to condemn vtrhat is called human 

« • 
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in the Chii^^ienrities^ Oj^rdiCatebrid^, &o. ^RMt 
we are indebted for the tratitAftliioii'Of MfeSorifiUities 
into our own language. I only wish, therefore, to 
difttinguisli^ between the ^Mp^Md ttie kiKi^iff^^i a 
tbio0r^<^ aching i»fay>4>e ti«diri Dtodugli Ml ab^ 
M^iitcriy iieoessary. A ^^Mn^ifAefAge* ^ < 'Hebrew^, 
G^eek; aisid Latin; is a^reitft aeqiilsitloliit^ (1^111141^ 
tet «f ike ^g^ospel; bat the ScH{K?fn«8{iMi^ being 
translated iiiiM> the £n^li laitgtragei ^ kA^Medge 
o( theseixitb^ttg'b iis^l, bebonyes l^^ nme^Mfyi 
amd ^pejwn may be iiuul^^ the hmiotiMfA instrti^ 
iire«t>oMbtriii^ng sinners tb Odd Wifli^iibkiiinrihg 
a^y^of^liiemi^ Thsitth^ iM^ired abiiiv^^nfthc) 
Cler^ ^)fe 8«iperior-%Ot'«hose of 'llie li^rirfi^iiliM 
Vfktuehkr^i 46 rMdity ^dmitlted ; ^tid> 9li'iiraiM^^be 
KMe to ifbeif credit^ domideritig lH4ir 4iMi^ fkioA 
^vantages, if fhey were tiot. I wish h^^Hs^r 4»vw» 
ever, to be understood iti ^^ general sense; ^^ket€ 
are exceptions of the^reaf and small on both hands, 
Mivchj I3ce a little ^ballost^ will prevent Wifrona 
indifning too much id ome sUk^ WHh ^kfgwA'M 
the nmtkrcii abilities of the Metlipdist f^Tea^»n,i >I 
sfaal) say very little. The Wfikngs^ oil sMreral of 
lAietn, aniA the lafye emiffrtsffaikms tArhiitfa^'i attend 
their mimstry, somciendy proiib/thatTtiMdy Qiire 
entitled to a share of o&mman eemie; > ; •i*: <■ 
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Are they to he ^comp^iteiwf it tdeh t^morlM^ 
It is the custom ^f the' Metbodistti to 9xp^ bofth 
iomioral members mad «mitiora| Pr9sviheh>,] 'is tins 
the case in the Chnrch )of fingknd^ : Onlar dkei- 
nonstratiMn saySf no. 

Are they to be comj^afiid«i4h ftsgard to christum 
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d^H^ofen^a »s required ,tQ jgiive.aiai ftcjjo^nt of his 
etmV^fim'^^GQd^ m^ ^l^m^ ^o tfajie, j^ipinistry, be-* 
fiu:e:h!i^isipeiwitted tq U#v6^« ^4 >befaj|fe,* he U 
' mt^JiUl €0me^fi»^iii^ W to d^9)4re t;h^ 



saiOie .$biflg^»j in t^ i#i.« s9f two pt thrae t^sand 

cmnfoiit^^ in p^^^iiig l^y^^g^si^ urdeaU 

Gj^lfi th^ aU giii^ a i?«gi]^/and^(2jr^pfur,a^ aipcounA 
oftbcjiirfponveraioa.ia Qod^ X j^^% 13^91 cha/ge,/I 
siiDp)y a«j^ tba q^«l9t|^uQu \ . . ,/ .f ; 
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Am they to. be cooipar^. /^ it rei^ectg docirimJf 
H^re I diaU^rbear giiiqgr iu(o any Lengthy as I 
intend tp.iptrodiK^tbe sju^ject oa daqtrines ii^ aaci- 
ther Letlcff < ! AU tbat ift necessary to be said here> 
is^ ibat tbp 6S6ea||at doq^rines of Methodism are 
ta be mel Hffitb ifi the, Articles, Hoinihes, &c. of 
the Chnrchof England* find that when any of theoi 
ane reeeded from by any of the Preachers, suc^ 
PrencJ^rS' am: ^icjieUed from the body. Is this the 
ca4e with the Clergy ? Are none of their sermons 
and p«iUi€^ians.at variance with the readiufs: desk? 
Here .again» I Jieave otberb to give the reply. 
• • « ... , , 

Are :they. to be compared as tp. disinterested'' 
!St.^) Yep, says the i^riter of tb^ "Address,'* 
surely//' The, Clergy may be believed, when 
tb^mf^ ^€Sf se^lL ,m$ ymkrSy but yw.. We. are 
vc0jr:8ewfMe,'' oontinues be, '' that the generality 
<if yott'afle.pciar.; Nor can we expept pr desire sucla 
contributions froip you as y.ou have of late paid; 
to whom, or to what purposes, we do not pretend 
W^ay J ;b«it' ceitsfiti^y oh ^accfoimt ^ yc^nr being itd- 
miitted to theYN€e^# or msseiHiiMks of your pre$ettt 
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teachers/'^ Thisiquotatioil'i^ pregnant With in^Mi-* 
ing/ and it will be weH to enter into its diffefrent 
parts. "'The' Clergy may be believed,*\f*iew thejr 
say, they seefk not youirSy hut you **^ This; I styppose 
id proved by the various lawstdts abouft ' iithBs^-ABff 
ihe\v indifference about Hirngs^^nwA- by their tml^ 
lingness io'wwk without wages. " Nor can we ex-» 
pect OP desire snch contributions frotn you -a^* you 
haV? of' late paid." And how, indeed, could the 
Clergy either denre or expect those contributions; 
seeing that they hB\eJuUpay without them ? What-' 
ever they may cfeitre, they have no right, at least, to 
expect them. ** To whom" those contributions are 
paid, " we do not pretend to say." As'inforikiation 
seems here to be necessary, it may be just proper 
to state, that they are paid into the hands of the 
Class-Leaders, the Stewards of the different socie-* 
ties, and, in some cases, to the Preachers, There 
is no secrecy attached to the business. An account 
of the income and expenditure is published to the 
world.f For ^* what purposed" they are paid, ** we 
do not pretend to say"* either; ** but certainly" 
they are paid " on account of your being admitted 
to the meetinffs b^'u^^^mfr/ld^of your present teach* 
ers." This, I am sure, can be no reflection upon 
(he people, but' rather a mark of 'their generous 
spirit. For they do not olily support the Clergy 
and the'EstabKshmient by paying Hthksy'Scc. but 
they support Methodisrii too, by their 'Contribu- 
tions. Noble indeed ! not only to support thove 
firom whose ministry they derive real benefit,' but 

*" Address/* p. 42. / ' 

t See the Annual Minuleft of iCgnferencev and a. work lat^jf 
published by JMr* Jonathan Crowther, entitled^ ff A Portraiture 
ofMethodiin> ^ •^' ' "^ ' . . . ) 
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thoseirOm whdM.^ixiiiAry.rthey:'Q did, dtod, 
perhaps^ i ne^er wiU,- reiip the MsnaUests advantage* 
Nor -Gati' tbe^e contribotions^ be atiy reflection on 
the. Pr$Bek€9^, beeame tliejM are- fiahintartf. Th/a 
people may 'either ^ve or mithhM. ^ Is: this ttiQ 
case with thd re?eniie& of the Clergy? Are. thi^ 
people left either to give or not to give? But «to 
use an old proverbial expresaton, *< It is good to be 
sure." If, then, the revenues of the Clergy are 
(*€rtahi and maity of them large; and if they have 
the constant prospect of preferment befo^ce them^ 
is it not, I' would « ask, more, probable that thej 
should be governed by the principle of self-interest 
in getting into office, tlian the Methodist Preach-- 
ers? The Methodist Preachers, who are supported 
by voluntary subsoriptions-^who are wholly at the 
mercy of the people-**whose incomes will either 
expire with their morals, their doctrines^ or the 
religion of their members— ^nd r many of whom 
have abandoned good prospects.in life ? The Methio- 
dists are wisely exhorted *^ to trjf the spirits^** and 
to* examine iiUo the'* pretensions" of their teachfsrs.^ 
It is to be hoped, whenever the trial is made^ that 
the Preachers will be found pretending, at ^ast, to 
religion in their /ti;e«, and that their spirits will be 
more free from a love* to the fleece than the ^ocA. 

Are they to be compared in ^\ntoi. simplicity 
or phrinmessP Let the writerof the /^Address" 
give the^reply. ** Let me/* says he, " caution you 
againsit one art: of delusion, which- they «have frer 
quently practised; I mean the applying to you in 
all inanlier of tender, wheedling expressions. They 
Write to^oiii .fmd of you» as the dearest children 
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cJf - 6odi 'the' precicmi lamba oi Chmt/***. . Jffthet. tm 
tiie'^'Cahonr' ^timneviutca : twenty difEoveqtt Stffhf 
0fMrritihg, ks the^gj^fedeed, thejtetyifcsrefi^ the Aome/y; 
fh^ nei^i;iwi»;' Ifee.f Batvfron th<^ apeiinetr: }iiit 
qu6ted; ni coiHM!x:ioft with tlie padragpaph from 
wMenc^ it Sb tiiken, wi^ may veittiire to^ ad^ to aU 
Ale 'lyifcer 'St^Us; this as anvnstaaeebf the childish. 
The ' Methodifdt Praaehers^ it^ is true, make use of 
the term'*'>children of God;" bqt'tUey;are war* 
l«mtedby ScHipture^foi^itS'i^il; amdranto ila nj^ 
pliMltM^' Ibe^^ arac^velfibiiott t^ the 

«hildr^<>f ddrktoe8$» that is, to those of whona it 
'}» Midy^^ye'ure of 'yonfr father the deviKV; Tahe 
the^ Methodist Preachersy as a bodyr, and 1 am 
l^fet-BVtded they wriU be found more JUUl^ tbaa 
Jlatterinff-^mofe plain than showy. A word from 
amember^f the Estabiisbed Church will *have more 
weight on this subject, tlian any thin^ I.eanofien 
Thcf t^ersonfi'shall caU in to my ard is Dr«> Jahnson^ 
His ^eat biographer speaking one day of the 
jpreachittg and suMesfS of the MethodistS) the Dn 
said, '** Sir, it 19 owing to their expressimg them*^ 
telVes in a plain and famiUar maonep^ which iath^ 
only way to do good to the ccnnmon peef^le;.' and 
whush' the clergymen of genius ahd > learning' ougte 
to de fi^em a prineiple of duty^ iwhen^ it ;iasmted 
to their congregations; a practice, for which they 
will be praised by nien of sense. To insist against 
drunkenness as a crime, because 5t degmiteft reft» 
aoH, the noblest faculty of > iiiaii/ * woilld .be o^ m> 
Service t6 the common' peo^kc ibuit<j;4iAelL tlimii 
thatt they may die in a fit ofdrimUenimss^. (andahew 
them how dreadful thaJt wi^ld^ be^ cannotfi^^l .t» 

♦"Addfwi," p. 4!. /'^'^t^S^'WI. Up.^TJ • 
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makes deep 'iqipneaiiioii;'/^. In.ancAtocoaveMa* 
tMii with >N§r«;' GdersoD^wthe :Dr;. is isatd: to. hair« 
CBoeiir^ the jGierfu^ foto not atteodtog^ (to iplaiimefis 
-<^lbp pai^ng too^inndnr attention to pohshetltperiodt 
9PNi' glittering* <ieiiteBpes^ Jiiviiieh fly . oMrithe heads 
«f the €f maKHi peopie, . fwi thtlut nakiliig > ally ii»* 
pvesfkns vip^n their ibeart8.>t' . And; \riMci; epeaksog 
^unhappy ^oaaviots, ifae:9a^edt'ali'h3&'0piaion, -thnb 
^ MfethcKiist* Preacber^vOr e^en ^a Pdpt^) Piiicat^ 
sh0aidiba/piseferredilief6pextii^i^i]^ar.€^ fos 
real wefiitnesteAethe persona 4htisl.c o tidenMaed hf 
h»v4' ' Batanythimghto on useftilaeteij^lishail re4 
serve >fbr a sqiarate astiole. .It is anffioieiitly dear^ 
tfaait tbeiW«slf»an Preacher^ excel in gehiaineishii^ 
pUcity i ^ F4ir this their imMrst will giTei^fem CTedit;§i 



■/ 



vf, 



,, .^e they to be cop(ipa|re|cl in rcifer^np;^ .to, cliriat-T 
lai^i j^^a^P 3lit the ]^f ethodis^^ a^ lar^ gravely ion 
fijMTBfiedp, .are "not tft iorm ;i^n .ppiuM>» of " theij 
Prea<?bi^rs. " jfr^wn tlie :gRB2>1i zeal tt^ey; ,ex)piress, oc 
tiie.gs^li pftw* tUey f^\^ iu. going al^aut, the worl^i 
^ piifWluftg thpir,^oqt?ii>^."tl : SQi^aie ^e^ ^ndj 

• <^ ^M'Ba«#ifll'8 Lift! of Joiimscte, tqIv 4 , )»; 43^/ bctayo <d^ 

c .^ It 'I' lie Ttstieirarbliy Btsh^pi tif W<nteM«r, durm^ his prbaching^ 
lud^fiAiMrwd a fttor^man jremarkably tmeative^ and inade iiiiti 
a|i|ie4>ttlJB«pi'<e8Mits. Afier a whi)f | he a^isse^, k\^ jmnojUe a^t 
dHor. ^Qjd meeting him« said ^ John^ how ip it that t do not set^ 
ifoxi m'ilie aisle as usual?* 'Jbhn,' with some tiesit^tiob, r^plied(^ 
«^My Lofd^ Xhope y^o win^ilot'bh offended^ s^ad'i wHl'tdl you 
ifebilvAh^ I Weak i^e other day to he«r thaJMLeihodisto, m i 
understood their plain words so much better, that I haye atttnded 
themieTJer aiBce/ The Btbhopput his hand liato his pocket, and 
gave^m algninea, with Wodds ;ko fthis mfftct, 'God bless you; 
afldm where y«a c«m sesdivettie g^ealesl peofii 4» T^^ wtXt. 
Dr. Uaweis' Ghnrch History, yoh 3^ p. 244. 

ST' ^wSnnMH|p . •jp* Ww* 
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laboursijof the Preacheri^ (dan^be norproqper criterion 
by vi^hicb -io4bnn ^tjudgment, but are.liable.larbe 
construed (into evil? But if thfese a#e*Iiable. to an 
improper cohslfuction, it may be asked,, .is the 
conduct bf;those o£ : the. Clergy, who, faftev. giving 
a fe\wpQ0r/CkiraJ;esfrdm^fifty.to.6erea*y.{K>unds la 
year ^Hr^kiig' tlieir work, can .pocket tbe^ remaiOh 
der^^-roonsiqting ^(^.some'^undipeds, and ofk^ithoiir 
i^tods; oapeblfe of ;a good'Congtruetiom?^ Thiii is 
surely ^r&tfmnjjf'fAe penny''. to! the: be^ adviabtagid. 
What says- Dr.. Johnson, a zealous Churic^hnian, on 
the labiout's, of) the Methodist Preachers?* . Hc^ has 
giyen them credit for^ their sinapliGity, doeshe^^ive 
them any for their zeal ? *. . Let him speak for .hini«- 
self.. ** Whatever may beibought," says. he, **.of 
some Methodist teachers, I could scarcely doubt 
the siiiciertty of that man, who travelled nine hun- 
dred miles in a month, and preached twelve ttmes 
i week; forno adequate reward, merely temporal^ 
couM be given for siich indefatigable labours/'f 
In thus classing zeal and labours together^ the One 
is simply considered as the cause; th^- Other the 
effect. TMt tb^ . Preacbers. bave,.» ^««al, caiip«>t 
but be ^Qkno)9^1edg(?d. But it.se^nis .|P/bte iinlaw- 
ful-rtp carry, tbpm bey^^nd proper bound^^ Henpe, 
it is said, M Vou are tOiCoii8;ider,.tliiat the pains your 
Preachers have taken in'preaching- up and down 
the world, without any .particular designation, 
(brieaking. in luppn tlie provides .of others,, and in- 
tdgling or^seducing their floeks fromtbem) shouid 

•• *> Simpson^B ^' Plea for Religion'' may be consulted' for ati 
aoeount of the labours ^nd livings of the- Clergy..' Whea I speak 
6f the labours^fAhe^ ^l*rgy, I wish to be nrderkm^d in • ftitricted 

t BoswelPs Ufi^pf 'J«hn0Oii» fol. Q, p. 122. 
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he so far from recommending them to yon, that it 
is in itself veryblaineable."* To this it may be 
replied, thatl. The Popish Bishops might h§ife 
addressed Wickliffe, Luther, Hfus, and other re* 
formers, in the same language; and had these 
brave men been deterred by the clamom* which 
was raised against them, tli^e would have been 
no Church of England in its present form. This, 
it may be said, implies that the people wanted 
Ttfwmmg, and that the Clergy were kuxdeqwiie to 
the task. Here^ with pleasure, I again refer to 
the opinion of a member of the Establishment, 
whose name has just been mentioned, I mean Dr. 
Samuel Johnson. After obsarving '* That the esta- 
blished Clergy, in general, did not preach plain 
enough," he said ** something might be necessary 
to excite the affections of the common people, who 
were sunk in languor and lethargy, and therefore 
he supposed the new concomitants of Methodism 
might probably produce so desirable an effect/'f 
From this it appears, that the Clergy ^' did not 
preach pjaiit enough,'' and consequently were un- 
able to reform, as they could not be understood} 
that the people ** were sunk in languor and leth- 
argy," and wanted reforming; and that the proba^ 
hiiihf in favour of reformation was on the side of 
the Methodists. As an additional excuse for the 
conduct of the Preachers, it should be remembered, 
2. That the greater part of the Methodists aire 
made up of those, who, previous to their union 
with the body, had no settled creed — ^were care^ 
less, wicked, and unbelieving; and if the author 

♦ -^ Addrc»/' p. 40. 
t BosfrtU's life <tf JdinMMi, iKpt 2, P- 1^ 
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of tbe *' Address" will come forward and lay hold^ 
of sucb» as hii?ing befell the worthy metnbeni of 
th%EstAMiafaineol, he is wefeome to all the odium 
it wiU throw on its purity* 

Are they to be contiflared as it rdgar^ their 
MirffUneasP Let cfe^erfod churches on the one side^ 
and iirowded congregations bn the other, giv^ the 
teply. Lfet the comnuin $ense^ the eyes^ the eatB^ 
the Uws bf the people, bear testtitiony to the use^ 
fulness of each party*. There are churchei», it is 
true, that are crowded ; add those Who hold forth 
'Vthe word of life" in them, are styled evaaageUcai 
det^m^. But what views have many, of the 
Clergy bf these knen of Ood, whose labours arel 
crowned with visible sucbess ? At^ we to judge of 
their views by their anion with them-*^their open 
0fiptetal of them — and their willingness to pursue 
the Mme hlednires P Or are we. to jtidge of theic 
yi^ws of them and dispositioii towards them, by 
tneir waifit of co-operation, &c. ? But let u$ ireturil 
to deserted churches; What are the causes^of such 
dteertioii? Is the Gospel preached. in its purity:?. 
Are the ministers faithfhl and holy? What! and 
does God desert a pr^ched Gbsf^cWforsake hit 
dwn cause-p-leave a faithful minister withoufc fruit? 
Filr be it from us to suppose that the Divite Being 
would act thus; at lesjist it is not h\t general fltode 
of proiceeding. — It is with the Methodists^ my deat* 
Sar, you and I have more particularly . to do, isai 
to them wie i^hall particularly direct .eikr 4ttdtttibln.s 
What says the person, whose erdoos we itre . coniH 
batting, on the subject of usefulness, under tne 
ministry of the Methodii^tis ? As a specimen of 
what the Pteadi^rs ara oi^^ybib k>f pei%irtning, it 
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ig«ftaid/4iKaifc«^*Sanie of them have run ftbodt the 
CQttntry, t^aebrng and exhoiAing, wil^KMit any or* 
decs or autbcM^iiy, learning or judgment, disttrefssitig 
the minds of poor, ignoraiit, well-meaning people; 
tbffovi^ifig some into despair^ others into pi^^iimp- 
ti€»> and many into madness.'^^ vSubh i» the lan- 
guage ofMiimterested indiyiduaK of one who wishes 
to raise his own party on the ruins of another. 
How this asecords with the statement given of ^e 
beneficial efifeots of Methodism, by the Re?. Rich- 
ard Warner, of Bath-r-a gentleman perfectly rftV* 
intereMedj and which of the two statements ^s 
most worthy of credit, candour and common ob* 
servation aceileft-to judge. Mr. Warner, after hay- 
ing described the happy change produced in the 
minds, the moraU, and the circumstances of the 
Qoraish Miners, says, ^^ You will naturally inquire 
n^'have been the immediate instruments of so 
mneh good, .in adistirict so unlikely to exhibit such 
gmtifjring 9jppearances? And I feel I am but do- 
ing .jiislide to. a, dass of people, much, though un- 
dMei;ved)y qalunuiiated, .when 1 answer, the IFe^- 
hum Met^odist^. . With « aeal that ought t6 put 
to the blush men of *kiff her pretensions^ those ii^de- 
fatiMtble seirvants pfi their Master j have penetrated' 
into^the wilds of the mines, and unappalled by 
danger or difficulty, careless of abuse and derision, 
' and inflexib)e in the good work they had underta* 
ken, they have perseveringly taught, gradually 
reclaimed, and at length, I may almost venture to 
si^, ^tonifrfetely reform^ a liirge body of Qi^n> 
who, without their exertions, would probably have 
still been immersed in the deepest spiritual dark- 
ness, and grossest moral turpitude. ' The irreli- 

♦ " AAlreii^*' p. $7. 



.ns of producing it/** Various other 
testimonies might be advanced^ but 
ice. 

to be compared but there 

particularizing. Sufficient has been 
, that the Methodist Preachers are 
i from the Clergy, in things essential 
ter o{' faithful ministers, as has been 
sinuated.r— Having, at length, Sir, got 
vith the Ministers of Truth, we may 
lope, that we are approaching the 
r£MPLE where it is proclaimed. 



Yours, &c. 



J. E. 



r'9 '« To«r thioiigh Cornwall^ in ihit Avtamn of 
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LETTER \. 



Dear Sir, 



In my last, I touched on the subject 
of marality, &c. In this, I shall beg leave to direct 
your attention to some points of doctrine. 

The supposition. Sir, that a change is actualfy 
wrought by the Sacrament of Baptism, has, I am 
afraid, cahsed many to trust in what was then 
imagined to be done, instead of looking for any 
further change. That the author of the " Address'* 
is one of these, there is too much reason to believe. 
•* I fear," says he, " you have been taught to be- 
lieve, that when we maintain this (that is Baptis- 
mal Regeneration) we go no further than the out- 
ward work of baptizing with water."* The worthy 
gentleman may, with safety, banish his fears on 
this head. There is no fear, but that, the Clergy 
will go far enough ; the only danger is in going 
too/ar-r-of not warning these who have arrived at 
years of discretion against the delusion of trusting 
in what was supposed to take place in the ordinance 
of baptism, and of not informing their hearers, that, 
unless they are changed in heart and life, their 
baptism will avail them nothing. As a* proof that 
I have not mistaken the principles of my opponent^ 
he affirms, that ^' Though wicked men render them* 
selves unworthy of the relation of sons of God, and 
forfeit the blefssed privileges and advantages of this 



title; yet after baptism they are nowhere called 
upon to be born anew, or to be regenerated again/'^ 
There can be only two reasons, why " wicked men/^ 
after baptism, are not ^^jcfiipi qpon to be iom 
anew/* the one founded on a supposition that they 
have no need of it, and the other founded on a sup- 
position that there is no mercy for them. With re-r 
gsird to 4hf ifirHf the author confounds himself. 
U^ spenlcs of wichd men being nowhere £(^ied 
upon to be Imv^ umw. Now, whether :tjiey are 
wicked before or after baptism, is of no importance. 
The lacit is, .^hat they are wicked mcfi/ and if 
wicked men hj^ve no need of a nen^ biarth,\t will be 
cliffioult to determine who biive. With negi^rd to 
the second, it receives a complete answer in the 
divine clem^ocy. Were there no mercy for the. 
wicked^ it. aught be urged as a reason why they 
ought not to be c^Uled upon to partake of a new 
nature. 

Siegenffif)^tion, ii i« said, ^^ Is seldom or never 
t^sed'ip denc^t^ ^ny. thing but.a change in baptism/'f 
A<:cQr4iHgto different Lexicographers, thejGreek 
wprdf as u$ediin the New Testament, and which 
18 traQ$}9.ted regenerationf signifies a being "bfjm' 
againn^rra t^wMrih — a renovation of nature. If, 
th^n, ^^ the Qhwge in baptii^m" is styled regenera* 
tw»9 ^nd if regeneration signifies a new bir^, it 
nfiturally follows^ th^t children* iwhcm bapti^l, 
are bom again. Admitting ;tbem, then, .to vbe 
changi^ in their nature, bow, it may be asked, is- 
such a chaiige to bie reconcijedtwith the .naug|hty 
tfmp^rs and ^dispositioas whieh cbildreii Jdrince, 
a|i4.vilith their ^'going.asfcray/as^AoB as lliey aw 

♦ " Addre9l^'' .p. % ' f ibid. p. 9. 
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tiOrn# fij^i^kiog Uesi?" Should tbey bt; considered 
ti3 a grou|>' €f young JmchiMers^ evea^h^n a fresh 
otmnge woi:dkl be an ks3 requisite y for b^ckb^iders 
Btftnd more i<i need^ of' a /change ;thau: tllpse; who 
netw expeneii^^ed a|iy» seeing that *Mhe la^t state 
of wlbh m wcirse than tbe first/' Or should we come 
t& this, eondilsi^n, ; vid. that they really ,ivere w>t 
ehai^g^d when ba0t;ized^ why so i^uch [stress laid 
upd^ bafltisw ? iTbe nnecm without the ^raw: pf 
the meat), will avaitl but little; and that the grace 
of tke meftn is always imparted, we have no script' 
^uraji authority' to amrm. By adverting to aduU 
haptmi^ we^ shall find a SiiMi^n Magniis,. after hi$ 
b^ism and htUef^ ^' tn the gall of bitterness, and in 
the bon4 of mi<}uity /' The writer woul^ ha? e donQ 
welli therefore^ ba^ he distinguisbed between the 
work being i^tnaUy wrought in baptism, and the 
wce^^ity of it* 

« 

r 

The difficulty in ascertaining whether adults 
aire wa&h^ in %he la^er of regeneration, is not sor 
c^siderable as with children; the change being 
att^ded with certain distinguishing mttrks; and 
these marks, according t» this sage in methodistioal 
k>r^ are ^* Sensible impulses, impressions, ardours^ 
and e2(tacles, which we feel within u^"* Where 
this knowledge has been pioked up, tbat these are 
tbe^gqs of. a divine change^ as taught by the 
Methodifijt^, J cannot tell^ but certain I am, that 
it has. never- been cuUed out of tbetr standard 
writinfs^ ''Sensible impulses, impressions, &c/' 
though aometimes the ^ote of a cliange of hearty 
are nowhere represented, in the sense in wbich the 
wtbtr under^tafid^ then^ hs^nec^sartf — as the only 

*" Address" p, jWi . 
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inarks-M>r are confounded with the change itself. 
Marks far more rational than these, may be found 
in Mr. Wesley's Sermons, particularly those en- 
titled •* Justification by Faith — ^The Marks of the 
New Birth— The Witness of the Spirit." But what 
6ays our friendly adviser respecting the marks of 
our sonship ? He says " You may be persuaded, 
that you were regenerated and barn anew in your 
baptism ; you may know that you are justified or 
admitted to mercy and favour, and entitled to ever- 
lasting happiness; not only by having been bap- 
tized, but by living in an honest discharge of your 
duty, and in an humble and sincere performance 
of the terms and conditions of the christian cove- 
nant."* A person of only a moderate capacity 
may easily perceive, that this quotation savours of 
mlvatum by works, there being scarcely a single 
vestige of christian experience in it; that th.e terms 
duty and conditions of the christian covenant, be- 
ing undefined, are vague and indeterminate; and 
that baptized gluttons, baptized drunkprds, and 
baptized sabbath-breakers, may rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, having the mark of baptismal regene- 
ration. And yet, after all these statements con- 
cerning baptismal regeneration, which signifies a 
being born anew, and which, in the very nature 
of things, must prevent the Clergy from urging 
upon their hearers the necessity of the 7i£w birth, 
seeing that they were all bom again -when bap^ 
tized, and consequently stand the less in need of 
any change; yet, I say^ after all these statements^ 
we are informed, that the Methodists had no oc- 
casion to leave the Established Church because of 
" the substance of the doctrine" being omitted4t' 

* " Address,^^ p. '28-9. . - t iWd. p. 8. 
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Iti^spesA^iog of the operations of the Holy Spi» 
rit, through whose influence the heart is changed^ 
the writ«;rH)f jkhe^^^Addtess- says, '5 AfiOther errof 
;whieb you must guard "against, is the supposing 
the help$ of the l^ifit to be irresistible^ that our 
wills are violently over-ruled by his .grace, aitd 
that therefore we have nothing to do, but to ^waH; 
for this."* We have here a glaring instance of the 
author's iterance of the principle^ of the people 
whom he pretends to protect from error^ ' -Had he 
ever i^ead the amtr&versial writings of Mv. Wesley 
and Mr. Fietaher with the Calvinista, he would 
have b^n under no apprehensions of; the Metho« 
d^ts eith^ denying the freedom of the mll^ or, in 
a calyinistic sense, advocating the cause of irre* 
sistible grace; I say, in a calvinistio sense,. for there 
certainly is a sense in which grace is irresistible. 
I shall explain myself. Here is a man who walks 
ipto the open air: he feels the wind irresistibly 
blowing upon him ; he cannot prevent it; he must 
feel it. He may, it is true, withdraw to. a more 
convenient place. But it is irresistible while it 
90nt]nue8. ' Just so, when the Holy Spirit, which, 
in its operati<Mi, is compared to wind, blows upon 
the dry bones — moves upon a paan's mind, he can^^ 
not, for the moment, but feel. Nay, he is so pow-^ 
erfuUy wrought upon, that he actually trembles, 
and, like Felix, wishes to throw off his convictions 
tp a more convenient season. This, however, he 
cannot do immediately : it requires some time to 
blunt the edge of conviction. But though grace, 
in its^r^t operations^ frequently tears the veil from 
a man's eyes, and. shews him his sinful self in de« 
fiance- of himself^ yet it may be finely resisted. 

*•* Address'* p.2». 
. F 
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:A^nd tiolitl m4tii^ alvful instences hav« we, of pet-^ 
$ons refecting the coutisel of God against them^ 
ieiveg! Maw the Jewish Natt$nf the Jews, who, 
tbongh Chrifit wept over them and wooed them to 
bfttis^lfi are now oast off! Mark alw, the seven 
lAi^fie Churches, Which are at present almost uh- 
known! 

^- The Methodist Preachers^ Sir, are charged a^ 
havinj^ ** Spaolcjen and acted as if they pretended to 
^eexh'aominary gifti^' of the H<4y Spirit,* which 
gifts are Explained as ** Comprelfending immediate 
ins{)irBl:ions, by which God reveals some particular 
truths o^'^krttoles not known before: and miraculoufi 
powers; by* which he enables the persons, Whoift 
he honours writh'th^se revelations, to -declare them 
tb'ihe-wotldj and to prove that he has sent them 
toi declare' them."f That there may have been 
some individuals among the Methodists, who have 
spoken unguardedly respecting the operations of 
the spirit, is not improbabre. But would the writer 
of the" Address" think vae either just or charitable^ 
in saying, that, becatise there are ^mi^ of the 
Clergy who walk unworthy their profession, by 
drinkifig, swearing, &c. they are- therefore dtt 
hitd'uhke? Common sense teaches us,- ttot indM* 
dmtl charges should never be ^ii«ra% • applied. 
When such charges are bi'ought fopward, some i^e* 
fcFeiice should be made either to wn##e» or »;m<tnjir 
facts, for the satisfaction of the re^^rs, and to free 
the writer from the suspicion of falsehood. ^Wbard 
»eferred, it is true, to the JbuHiafeof the Metho- 
dists. But since neither the «iilAor,'the vohme, 
ttor the page is mentioned, we must eilrliier'wait fer 

* "Address,^ p; 25-- f ibid. p. 24. 
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directions where to find these miraculous things, oe 
otherwise be at the pains of wading through a num- 
ber of volumes. Fvq/xi what I know of Methodism, 
I can venture to affirm^ I; That Liiave never met 
with any article in the Methodistical creed, which 
countenances the immediate revelation of truths not 
known bejore, and 2. That I have met with no 
pretensions te miraculfma powers. But stop; let 
ufr understand each other^ Does the totlM>ip, i^. 
the fiM aviiole, refer to the revelation o{ <tFoth&» 
unkmmm before to the chnslian nMrldi as nfot bavn 
ing been mdde known in ScHpturey or ti^thsi, 
though inoimi taotibrf 5 jtimnknanm to the inHit, 
mdmah ooweenied ? If it is in the formec sense^ 
they makeno sQcb preteasions^, They appeal ^ to 
the law and to the testimony" for the truth of their 
doetranes. If it in in the fatter sense, the author, 
only onvirtting thq word extrmordinary^ is correct*, 
For^' to every dbiM of man, the gran^ truths c<^n 
ceming jmst^dtiofiy sandijication^ &€. are, esfp^ 
ifimen^i&f fjnd^mmni^ till God reveal the same by* 
the eternal Spirit. But ' these tmihs, tliough unr 
known be£»re ta the individuals, were noti unkjiowa: 
to otbersyor unknown to be in the Bible. As to mira*^ 
mUefMpdmerSj the MetfaooKst? leave the perform^neift 
of veul miracles to Nfoses^ Christ, and the Aposn 
dtoy and ptttendod odes to Mahmnet, and Popiib 
Rtiesta. 

» 
With veligious TRUTrt, Sir, thus sounding i» 
oar ears, we ttay now rejoice at oor eAcbsufO 
iPithio* t^ Mcred walU of the TeifiPLB. 
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LETTER VI. 



Dear Sir, 



You have, na doubt, frequently- 
observed the strong propensity there is in man to 
share with Christ in the glory of human redemp^ 
tion. He thinks he can do a httle towards the work 
of salvation, and that little he is apt to consider 
Tneritorious. To cut up the doctrine of human merit 
by the roots, as it respects our acceptance with 
God, faith is held forth as the condition. 

'^ The doctrine ot Justification by Faith, is justly 
esteemed to be one of tue hardest parts of St. Paul's 
Epistles. It is thought by the most learned men 
to have been very early perverted by some of the 
first heretics, to the purposes of incontinence and 
libertmism. To these SL Peter most probably ain 
luded, charging them with wresting, through their 
ignorance and unsteadiness, these, as well as other 
Scriptures, to their onm destruction. And it was 
to correct these errors, and to put a stop to these 
misrepresentations of St. Paul, that St James wrote 
his general Epistle, that a man is justified hy works, 
and not by faith only''^ Such is the language of the 
writer of the "Address." To enter into afuUexplana^ 
tion of J ustification by Faith, or indeed, any other 
doctrine, is not my design. My principal design is; 
to combat error. My clerical friend supposes SV 
Peter-]- had an eye to the doctrine of Justification; 

* '* Address'' p. 10-11. f 2 £piiae« iii. 15, 16. 
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and others have thought so before him. But Sau*^ 
rinV opinion seems more probable, viz. that St. 
Peter referred to those parts of St. Paul's writings, 
which speak of the coming of Christ as being very 
near.* If the doctrine, therefore, is obscure, some 
oth«r passage than this must be brought forward 
to prove it. But more of this hereafter. 

St. James^ it is said, ^' Determines as clearly 
as possible, that a man is justified hy works, and> 
not hy faith only/* St. Paurs^at^A and St. James's 
n)orks, seem to raise an insuperable difficulty in 
Uie author's mind, and to lead him, in part, to 
connect both as conditions of our justification. To 
me, it appears, as though he wished St Paul to 
meet St. James half way with his faith, and St. 
James to meet Si. Paul half way with his works , 
and by thus blending them together, endeavour to 
make out terms of reconciliation between them. 
But there is no need of this patch-work — ^no need 
of going half way over to heathenism to convert 
men to Christianity. Let each Apostle maintain 

* ** What ara these things hard to be understood T Many in- 
terpreter^, both ancient and modern, have thought that the doc* 
trine of justification was intended; a doctrine established by St. 
Paul, and wrested by many to their own destruction, as from thence 
they concluded that good works were useleu. But, methinks, it 
it more probable that St. Peter designs some parts of the first 
epistle to the Thessalonians (ch. it. 13, &c. ana ¥. 1, &c.) wher« 
the Apostle had spoken as if the day of judgment was very nigh ; 
and from which many concluded that it would immediately ap» 
pear, and the mistake caused a general subversion of society* 
Since then,' St. Paul had spoken of the day of judgment, and 
ijLVe^fix epeaksqf the same thirds, it follows, that St PiBter de». 
signed to establish the truth of a general judgment, against those 
iafidels who had endeatoured to sub? ert it/' Saurin's Sermon^ 
TtL 1, p. 97. 
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hh dwn ground, and apply the doctrine to differ** 
ent states and ebitracters, and any appi^rent incoa-^ 
sistency wilt ixmnediately vanish. Underhand St. 
FanI to be speaking of our beiilig justified by faith 
asmwer^ and St. James of our being justified by 
f^orh^ as believers, and the subject will be at opce^ 
elucidated.* ^ 

Xn the *^ Address*^ we have some jtist remarks 
on the absurdity of supposing that oonditiatts imply 
any thing merHorious. But though the writer 19 
justly guairded here, there are several other expres- 
sions which tend tolead to error; and iU'Some cases 
he pulls down ^ith the one band what* he attempts 
to build up with the other. " We own/' says he» 
** that good works are cofiditions of our justifica^ 
Iton/'f Tliat he here refers to our justification as. 
sinners, is evident from the connexion in whicb 
the words stand. ^ This being the case, the vety 
term good works is objectionable, inasmuch as it 
implies a previous train of devout performances^ aa 
requisite to dur justification. Bur .it must first be 
proved that there are good works before justifica- 
tion—- works really good in themselves--»-works ac- 
ceptable to God: and this must be proved in oppo- 
sition to the author's own community. The article 
entitled *< Works before Justtfieation/' as quoted 
in the "Address," asserts ♦*That works before grace 
(or justification) have thi^ nature of sin; in not bet- 
ing done as God hath willed and commanded them 
to be done." This, it is troe» the author endei^ 
vours to get over, by supposing the cUuse <e al- 
lude to " Exterpal good works only, such as alms, 
&c. " and may consequently *' be acknowledged^p 
• Ftetcheff^t Works, 8? aedit. vol. 3, p. 37a t " AdAnit^ {». If; 
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without any prejudice to the supposTtioti, that thft 
imvard g<^od works, such a(s repenlai>Ge, patience^ 
hope^ love,' and many (M^hers^ are pretiotis condi- 
tions of our Ju^stification.'-^ Here, alas! we have 
tbe'efieets put' before the? cause; -patience, hope^ 
and love, pi'eceding justilSKratton. But this is^rJf, 
unreasonable. What does j ustificatio^n imply? It 
irnpU^s, according to the author's own statement^ 
which is perfectly correct, a being pardoned and 
<i€MM^<^ into the €^{i;i9»ej^t;otir.f If thfs be the 
case, it will naturally follow, that thdse who are 
mot j usttfied, are unforgiyfeif>— ^re • in 'a state of con* 
demni^ion. And cafl a mian have a solid wellf 
grounded Adpe in a ^tate of condemnatfon~-chris- 
tian patience in a ^tate of unceriainty, as it relates 
to his acceptance with God— K)r love to the Being 
who condemns him? As Well might it be said, that 
the criminal loves the judge who has passed upoii 
faim the ^sentence of death. Let the judge acquit 
the criminal, and the ci^iminal will love him; till 
theti> be: wiU dread \Ma. It is no less unreasonable, 
than, it '\% secondly^ nnscripttiral. "Therefore,** 
says the Apostie, *' being justified by faith, we 
have- peace with God, through our Lbrd Jesus 
Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hop^ 
of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory 
m tribulations also : knowing that tribulation work- 
•th patience; and patience, ej^perience; and ex^ 
perience, hope : and hope maketh not asha«ned ; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost, which is given uiito us.*' J This 
passage clearly shews, that peace, love, hope, ancf 
patience j9Lre not antecedent hut subsequent to our ju&^ 

* '' Addftai/* p. 19. t ibid- p. 90. t Ko»^ 1^* 1-^5- 



men says, "All truly gooa yt oxk.s jouow 
Gcation." 

ible, which, by the by, the author of the 
has had very little to do with, teaches us, 
nly condition of justification \s faitk.i[ 
doctrine of the Church of England less 
>on this point. Hence, the EleyejJth Arti- 
i is on the " Jmt^ation of Marty ^ reads 
e are accounted righteous before God, 
e merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
faith; and not for our own works or de« 
iVherefore, that we are justified hy faith 
most wholesame doctrine, and very full 
/' It appears from this, that our cham- 
andishing his conditional weapon of good 

* Sermons, vol. I, p. 75. 

i. 2T, 22, 25, 26, 28, 30 j chap. ir. 5, 9, 16, 20, 
24; chap. y. 1, 2; chap. ix. 30, 32;. chap. x« 
; Gal. H. 16, 20; chap. lii. 6, 7, 8, 9, H, 22, 26. 
r passages, equally plain, might be referred to, to 
doctrine of jostification hy faith alone*' 
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warksy has stabBed the causie he cani6 forward >io 
defend. He is completely at variance with the 
articles of his owil church. 

We are informed^ that the Methodists " Have 
heen taught, that the grace of J^istification is cdn- 
ferr/ed on believers in a sudden, instantaneous man- 
ner,"* And pray, is there any thing impossible in 
instantaneous justification? By no. means. ** With 
God all things are possible."f If th.ere is nothing 
impossible in it, is there any thing improbable? 
No. Behold a criminal! his Majesty is graciously 
pleased to grant him a pardon for various offences 
of which he has been guilty. But does his Ma^ 
jesty pardon him, bit by bit, so to speak— one 
crime after another? No^ he sends him 2i fuU 
and free pardon at once. Is it not equally pro- 
•bable,' that God the Father, whose tender mefr 
cies are over all his works, will give a full and 
free pardon? saying, thy **sins which aTe many, 
are forgiven." Had justification been by works, 
a certain number* would have probably been 
agreed upon; and the length of time before pardon 
could be communicated, would be proportioned 
to the duties to be performed. But sls faith is the 
condition of our justification, and tliat faith is a 
simple act of the mind, length of time can have no 
influence on the part of man, much less on the 
Divine Being. Man may be pardoned to-day, to- 
morrow, this hour, the next. 

It appears, however, ** That the doctrines coti- 
ceming justification, as they have been managed 
of late, have not only been liable to perplex the 

* '* Addms/' p. 27. f Matthew, xix. 91^ 

G 
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Well-disposed, but to be perverted hy wicked and 
{>tdfane men. And pray consider/* continues our 
warm-hearted friend, "whether the telling, that 
they may, nay, must be justified without and be- 
fore all good udorks, be not a likely way to have 
this bad effect," viz. of being made a pretence to 
excuse sin. He then asks^ whether the Methodist 
Preachers^ ** Who have lately brought these con- 
tested, these intricate, these dangerous points into 
the pulpit, or the regular Clergy^ who have con^ 
tented themselves with instructing their flock in 
christian duties," are moat to be recommended?* 
How inconsistent, to charge the Methodist Preach- 
ers with saying that the Clergy are defective in 
this doctrine, and yet to a])plaud them himself for 
not hringfing it forward! Nor is it less absurd, to 
tell us, that while the Clergy omit to preach this 
<loctrine, they nevertheless attend to christian du* 
ties, as thoui^h it were no part of a minister's duty 
to preach up justification by faith, and no part of 
the people's duty to believe in order to salvation. 
The reason why thii doctrine is not to be preached, 
is, because men may avail themselves of it, as an 
occasion to sin. But it will require no great stretch 
of thought to see, that, if the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith, as taught by the Methodists, may 
be abused by men of an Antinomian cast, the doc*- 
trine of justification by works, as taught in the 
Establishment, may be equally abused by self- 
righteous Pharisees. And because a doctrine may 
be abused, are we to cease to declare it ? Certainly 
not. ^ It is our duty to declare the whole counsel of 
God — ^to keep nothing back — but, to preach these 
doctrines, and to guard our hearers agair^t the 

*«Addr«w," p. 13-14. 
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abuse of them. Should any of thevn, after this, 
abuse those doctrines, the fault will be theirs, not 
mars. When we preach up the doctrine of faith, let 
us take care to guard it with <^ Faith without works 
is dead." When we preach up the doctrine of workSf 
Jet us guard it with "Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us." In a Methodist Chapel, faith «nd 
works go hand in hand : whereas, in the Church 
of England, according to the statement given by 
one of its members, the doctrine of faith is in part 
neglected, while the doctrine of n^orks is properly 
ei^orced. Under such a ministry, Pharisaism will 
surely bud, blossom, and bring forth fruit. 

After having hinted that the Clergy have been 
represented as being detective in not insisting on 
the doctrine of justification by faith, as an excuse 
fdr their conduct, th^ir truly devoted servant ob-: 
serves, ^^ This therefore being so difficult a point, 
supposing our Clergy had been spa,ring in teaching 
it, the question would be, whether it be so proper 
food for weak christians." And agfiin, ^f Can you 
think," says he, '^ that such points (as justification 
by faith) are to be apprehended by the common 
people?"* Frmn these quotations, the following 
particulars may be fairly deduced; viz. that the 
Clergy are justifiable for not preaching the doc-, 
trine of justification by faith more than they do, 
because of its hardness to be understood; — ^that 
this doctrine can scarcely be considered proper 
food for weak christians; — and that it cannot well 
be understood by the common people. — ^To the 
first inference^ it may be replied, that this is the 

♦ «» Address," p. II. 
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grand reason why the Clergy should insist the more 
upon it. Whatever is difficulty it is their duty to 
explain^ and to render intelligible to the people, 
in order to prevent them from forming erroneous 
notions of their own. — As it refers to the second 
inference, justification by faith seems to me to be, 
the only proper food for weak christians^ so called. 
What does the justification of a sinner mean?* It 
means, as has been already observed, the forgive- 
ness of sins~a re-admission into the favour of God. 
And can a man be even a weak christian^ without 
Jaitk — without hemg jtistified ? It should seem so, 
since the doctrine of justification, is only fit for 
matured christians; that is, for young men and 
fathers in Christ. But the truth is, it is only by 
heing justified^ that we are constituted christians 
or believers. While we remain in an unjustified 
state, we are condemned of God and our con- 
sciences. Repentance is the passage which leads 
to gospel privileges, /ii^^t/?eaf ion is the door which 
lets us into their enjoyment, and faith, like the 
key, is the instrument which opens it. The, Phi- 
lippian gaoler, it is well known, felt self-condemned, 
and ardently desired to be saved, when he fell 
trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas. Now none 
can deny but that the gaoler was weak enough^^in 
the christian profession, having only been' a few 
hours at most concerned about his salvation. Yet 
St. Paul, in order to his justification^ gives him 
first of all a portion of this ** strong fooi--^^^ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." But then the -gaoler might be a roan of 
an enlarged mind, and capable of digesting this: 

* A Treatise' entitled " Imputed RighteousAess/' by Mr. P. . 
HaslaiD^ a&rds a pleasing view of the doctrine of Justification. 
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strong meat without any difliculty; whereas, from 
the MtW inference, it appears that common peo* 
pie cannot comprehend the doctrine in question. 
And what does this imply, but that, there is one 
faith for the learned and another for the illiterates^ 
one of a superior and another of an inferior quality 
— one for John Locke, Esq. and another for David 
Trim, the scavenger? This is a natural conse^ 
qnence; for if the people cannot comprehend the 
faith which the Clergy are pleased to keep back». 
they must either have a substitute, or go without.. 
A doctrine of this nature is not likely to take any 
great hold. Most that are acquainted with the 
writings of St. Paul, know that he speaks of " One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God."* 
Talking of G^d giving a doctrine, which can only 
be comprehended by yew, and which, on examina- 
tion, is found to be essential to the salvation oidU 
— all who are privileged with the gospel, is no less 
than a reflection on his wisdom and goodness. 
And that it is an essential doctrine in the christimit 
system, is evident from the impossibUittff of our 
being justified any other way, and the certaintjfX 
of our being saved in this. I refer you to some 
scriptural proofs below. By the author's manner 
of expressing himself, it seems as though he con- 
sidered justification more a doctrine of theory than 
experience: and no wonder that men blinded by sin, 
should feel a difficulty in comprehending it; — ^**The 
natural man receiveth not .the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither 

* Ephesians, ir. 5. 

t Actf, sdii. 39; Rwn. iii. 20; chap. x. 3, 4; Gal. ii. 16, 21. 

X Romans, m» 2^-^20. 
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can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned/'* Persons who are spiritualljf tiiught, 
can alone understand spiritual subjects, A persoa 
who is hard of hearing can never be admitted to 
be a judge of the harmony of sounds : a person 
nearhf blind can never be admitted as a judge of 
the beauty and variety of colours. Both may be 
permitted to guess; both will be surrouiKled with 
difilculties; but these difiiculties are not occasioned 
by any imperfection in the sounds or colours ^ but 
ai*e occasioned by the ears and eyes of imperfect 
judges. — All are interested in the important doc- 
trine under consideration. It includes in it the 
doctrine of the fally for it is our criminality that 
renders justification necessary. It includes in it 
the doctrine of Atonements for it is only through 
laith in the blood of Christ that we c^n be ac- 
quitted and accepted. It includes in it the doc- 
trine of holiness^ for we are justified that we may 
be enabled to serve God in newness of life. It in- 
dudes in it the doctrine o\ future happiness, for we 
are justified that we may unally be glorified. 

Having now investigated, Sir, for ourselves, and 
being fully convinced of the TRUTH of thai system 
which we have embraced, let us, with holy rapture, 
even within the walls of a Methodist TempLJE, 
exclaim, " It is good for us to be here." 

Barndey, \ Yours, &c. 

May, 1812. J J. E. 

* 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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Tkt Pfinier qfthis pamphlet has hng^been of opinion, thai the best mode is 
he pursued respecting the low publicatifms to which this professes to be a 
saiirical answer, is sUfiuMy to suffer the slanderous and untrue materials 
of which the^ are composed, to work their own destruction. He considers 
a a proof of the highest wisdom, under every similar circumstance, to 
adopt the advice qf Solomon, who says *^ Answer notajbol according to 
his folly. " But CaMigator and Criticos, apprehensive of mischievous 
impressions having been made, on the minds of the credulous and igno^ 
rant, ]by the productions in question, have been at the pains, which 
needed not to be great, of thus hmumrously repelling the charges of a 
maUcious aggressor, who gratuitously offers himself as a reformer of 
religious abuses. A desire to aid the good intentions of these friends, in 
their endeavours to convince the youth that the little learning which he 
possesses is ^ dangerous thing, has been the chief inducement with the 
frinter to give pubUci^ to this pamphlet. 
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VISIONS OF SAPIENCE, 



What studies pkase, what most' delight, 
And fiU men's thoughts, they dream them-o^er at night. 

Li7CR. 1. 4, V. 959. 



SERUS embracing every opportunity to acquire a knowledge of 
jpeculiar terms^ visited Sapience, whose penetration and general ac- 
quaintance with the different sciences rendered him the admiration of 
the learned; and requested his opinion on the word hell. Sapience' 
immediately conducted him into the library, where thehoiu* had often 
imperceptibly gUded away in the company of his friend, while each 
of them held high converse with the learned dead, or descanted toge- 
ther on the works of the most celebrated authors of ancient and modem 
times. Seated near the fire, (for it was in the depth of winter,) Sapience, 
with all his native gravity, said to Serus, " We have no word in our 
language to express the ancient meaning of the original terms; for the 
Hebrew ^1 J^JJ? sheol, the Greek aSns hades, the Jjatin irtfra, with its 

derivatives, inferi, inferum, and the French enfer, seem to have been 
originally abstract terms, put for the state of the dead, without any re- 
gard to happiness or misery: but as people, who spok« of this state^ 
either spoke in reference to the body or the 50tf/, or the whole man 
indefinitely, it is easy to see how the words became equivocal, and 
their meaning determinable only by the scope of the phrases employe 
€d." " Your meaning, then," Serus observed,' ** if 1 am correct, is 
this : — If I say the body is gone to hades or to sheoly I mean to the grate* 
If I say HiQsovl of Judas is gone to hades, I mean to a place oftor^ 
snent, to helL If I say the soul of a good man is gone to hades, I mean 
to a state of happiness, or to heaven. If 1 say in general that all our 
ancestors are gone to hades, I mean, they are all dead, departed to the 
invisible zvorldJ* Sapience replied, " You have just expressed my 



views of the term in its different, significations. Our English word 
heliy* contmued he, " seems, accordin^to Archbishop Usiiisr, to have 
liad thiis meaning anciently; for it is said to be extracted from the Ger^ 
manhil 'to hide/ hiltJi 'hidden;' therefore the ancient Irish used 
to say, to hell the headf that is to cover the head; and he that covered 
a house with tiles or slate was called a hellier.* So that our hell an- 
swered to the Greek hades, which denoted the invisible place.'' 

After a long conversation, Serus left his friend. Hie shades of night 
having already veUed the heavens. Sapience closed his eyes; and rest- 
ing his elbow on the table, sotnewhat reclined his head, and thus pre- 
pared the way for slumber. The last object, however, of his waking 
thoughts, in another perspective, still presented itself to his imagina- 
tion. He was quickly transported to the lower regions, about which 
he had been so lately discoursing, and lighted on a spacious plain, 
where rolls impetuously the river Styx. ^ Prompted by curiosity, he 
was anxious to know what was passing on the opposite side of the 
flood. He stood some time absorbed in thought; and, at length, 
despairing to attain the gratification of his desires,he was about to return, 
when he discovered a person of venerable mein approaching him. His 
appearance bespeaking him to be of celestial origin, Sapience was em- 
boldened to inquire of him whether mortals were ever permitted to 
cross the Stygian lake, and to know the employment of the inhabitants 
in the regions beyond its furious surges; when he was thus accosted: 
** Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
JLies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and dire bait, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 
Of ancient pile; all else deep snow and ice, 
A gulph profound as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Damiata and Mount Casius old. 
Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air 
Bums frore, and cold performs th' effect of fire. 



* See Archbishop Usher de limb, pair:— Wctstein on Luke l6. 23.— 
Vitringa on Rev. i. 18. vi. 8. xx. 13, 14. — Homeri II. 9 1. 31S.— Hesiodi 
Theof^on. ver. 723. — ^Virgilii iBneid. 6. 577*— Sophodis Antigone 924^ 
and different Lexicographers, 



Thither by harpy-footed fivries haPd 
At certsun revolutions all the damn'd 
Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter change 
« Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 
From beds of raging fire to starve in ice 
Their soft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round, 
Periods of time,- thence hurried back to fire."* 
Sapience was further informect, that there were different degrees of 
differing; and that the place of punishment could only affect those who 
Mvere fitted for it by a depravation of state — ^by a wicked heart and an 
immoral life. On hearing the last sentence, and recollecting that it 
was in unison with the truths contained in the Bible, he. accepted the 
ofier of the friendly stranger to be conveyed over the vast profound. 
While revolving in his mind how the dangerous voyage was to be ac- 
complished, he was caught up by the celestial visitant, and, with the 
rapidity of lightning, was borne, as on an eagle's wing, in safety to a 
wild and dreary waste. At a distance appeared^ through a kind of ' 
haze, an object rising majestic to the view. " That/* said the Angela 
(for such Sapience now perceived was the exalted personage who had 
become his protector and guide,) " is the residence of his Satanic Ma- 
jesty; and, at this moment, enters :dgeiro followed by the members of 
the Pelzebubian Council, whom he has just been collecting from their 
different provinces upon earth, in order to hold a congress extraordi- 
nary." Sapience, not a little surprised, asked, " Whfisit will become 
of the interest of devilism among mortals, during their absence?" 
" Every thing," it was replied, " is conducted with regularity. There 
are different orders and degrees of wicked spirits, who have assigned 
to them their respective districts, among whom are superiors to com- 
mand and subordinates to obey; and so numerous are they, as to ' throng 
the sur, and dari^en heaven:' nor do those who are required to assem- 
ble in council, fail to leave their baneful influence behind." 

Scarcely had the conversation closed^ when they found themselves 
on the borders of Beelzebub's infernal abode. A solemn pause ensued. 

The Angd at length said, ' 

^ ^ 

* See'Miltim's ''Paradise Lost," b. 2. p. 47. 1. 587. A description similv 
to Milton's, is given in the " Institutes of Menu:" see c, 12. Inst. 75*80. 
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*^ You see, before the gate, what stalidng ghost 

Commands the guard, what sentries keep the post« 

More formidable Hydra stands within. 

Whose jaM's with iron teeth severely grin. 

The gaping gulph low to the centre lies. 

And twice as deep as earth is distant from the skies/'* 
The gate being open, Sapience ventured to approach, and seating 
himself on the fragment of a rock, the Angel spread over him his pro- 
tecting wing. The distance was such as to render it perfectly easy for 
him to hear distinctly, and with the aid of the curling flame they were 
enabled dimly to discover 

Far within, 

And in their own dimei^sions like themselves, 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In close recess, and secret conclave sat^ 

A thousand Demi-gods on ebon seats, 

Frequent and fulLf 
Voices more dreadful than the thunder's pealing roar, were heard to 
bellow high applause. ^' Why," stud Sapience to his conductor, '^ that 
hideous noise ?" " The peers of hell," answered the Angel, ^^ are 
presenting their adulation to the Prince ^pf Darkness, who, you per- 
ceive, is now ascending his regal throne, as President and Chief.'* 
But a short time elapsed before his Satanic Majesty 

With grave 

Aspect arose, and in his rising seem'd 

A pillar of state; deep on his front e^raveiji 

Deliberation sat and public care; 

And princely counsel in Iiis face yet shone, 
« Majestic though in ruin: sage he stood 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightiest monarchies; his look 

Drew audience and attention still as night 

Or summer's noon-tide air, while thus he spake :§ 
<'My Lords and Sovereign Princes,— Doomed as we are to dwell 
in everlasting misery, we cannot but feel grateful to those of our trusty 

♦ Vkgilii -ffijieis, 6. 776. t Paradise Lost, 1. 792. § Ibid. 2. SOo. 



adherents, ^ho, by the exercise of their talents, endeavour to alleviate 
our inexpressible anguish: and though we know, by painful experience, 
that to accomplish this is beypnd.the ability of our most devoted friends, 
yet we cannot but accept the will for the deed. 

*^ As an effort expressive of, at least, a willingness to assist our 
cause, I would recommend to your wisdom and consideration two re- 
cent publications, entitled, "Methodism Condemned" and 
" The System of Methopism Exposed." Should you, on 
mature deliberation, deem these Pamphlets a hopeful attempt to 
render Methodism contemptible, and Devilism respectable, you will not 
fail, 1 trust, to award the author merited honors, and to assure him, 
by some means, of your approbation. 

*^ I cannot, my Lords, but approve of his apparent zeal to promote 
the interest of my government, and his implacable hatred of the Me- 
thodistical system; and 1, therefore, wait to hear your sentiments and 
determination/' 

His Majesty's speech was received with the loudest acclamations, 
which like a volcanic eruption, burst forth, and shook the firmament 
of bell. The publications which had been mentioned were then hand- 
ed to Grammatetis, who was requested to read them. All was still, 
save here and there, vvhere discontent sat brooding on the countenances 
of some members of the council, who had taken their station at the 
opposite side of the dungeon. When Grammatem had finished the 
work assigned to him. 

Lord Mataiotes, Prime Minister, rose. 

Who wav'd a torch aloft, and, madly vain. 
Sought godlike worship from a servile train. 
Ambitious fool ! * 

In his address to the. throne, he spoke to the following effect: — 
'' Dread Majesty, the knowledge you have of my long and steady de- 
TOtion to the cause of Devilism, emboldens me to speak on the present 
occasion ; and more especially, as I perceive in this author a conside- 
rable portion of my own spirit-— an evident desire to be thought some- 
thing. Such a spirit as this must ever command my regard, and claim 
my steady protection, whether it appears in persons of my own de- 

• Virgilii iBueis, 6. 794. 
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gree and office, or in the insignificant sons of Crispin. Scq[>p08ing 
the former to possess superior means of displaying their vanity ^ the 
latter are in no wise deficient in inclination^ as witness the productions 
under consideration. In these we have an example of one scarcely 
known apon earth, or, at least, * save to his creditors, beyond the pre- 
ciact8,of a. coblers stall, who, with the very quintessence of egotism, 
obtrudes himself on the notice of the public. But, as it is not upon 
loose generalities that I wish to establish any position, I would refer, 
for evidence, both to the language and the 'actions of this promising 
scribe. Just listen to the following sentences, which, from a youth of 
moderate attainments, cannot but be confessed to come vdth peculiar 
grace: ' IJind myselfimpelled to make the following observations oh 

* the form of managing so large a portion of my fellow-creatures;' — * I 
' heartily disapprove of the conference, with all its proceedings;' — 

* This, in my opinion, is a mere form;' — ' This, in my opinion, is the 
' most complete piece of combined impudence;' — ' The idea of chil- 
' dre;i being educated at such a distance from their parents is, in my 

* opinion, unscriptural;' — * They do not, it is true, blow the trumpet,* 
'«but they, in my opinion, take a more public method,' 8ccf 8cc.* Nor, 
as I iptimated, is his vanity less visible in his conduct. Here one fact 
shall suffice : What but this rising spirit, could have prompted him to 
appear at the Quarterly Meeting, Milbume-Place, where, from his 
own account,^ he was not allowed so much as to open his mouth,§ 
a privilege, by the bye, which, on the ground of jight, wns granted to 
Balaam's Ass, Fully persuaded, therefore, that he merits the respect 
of this august body, l.move • 

<' ' That the thanks of this assembly be given to Jamss Douglas 
for the two pamphlets which he has published, entitled, Methodism 
Condemned and Methodism Exposed; and that, for the extensive 
service he has thereby rendered to our interest upon earth, he be pleas- 
ed to accept of our grateful acknowledgments for the same.' " 



* Meth.Con. p. 4, 6, 9> 20, 21. t Ibid. 11, 12. 
§ Perhaps, in this particular his Lordship was mistaken; as it ia not 
improbable but that ne might, to use his own eWant language in re- 
ference to the Old Connexion Preachers, have opened nis mouth to "devour 

a sumptuous dinner" provided by "the hard-earned moiiey of the 
members." 
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No sooner had his Lordship submitted the resolution to the sahk 
fraternity^ than the hollow deep of hell resounded with horrid plau-^ 
dits ; similar to which had not been heard, since the bird of the night 
troaked " The Portraiture of Methodism/'— The motion was second-^ 
ed by 

LoBD PsEUSESy who, with a hoarse voice, exclaimed, 
'^ Had I a thousand mouths, a thousand tongues^ 
And throats of brass, inspired with iron lungs, 
I could hot half those glaring lies repeat. 

But let me haste"* 
'^ to observe, that it is highly gratifying to me to be privileged with 
an opportunity of pointing out the success of my influence upon 
the minds of mortals. When I first received the ncmie indicative 
of my offic€f my most sanguine expectations could not . calculate 
upon the number of subjects which I have had the gratification 
of leading captive; among whom I have few more adept scholars, 
as it respects duthorshipy than the person to whom the resolution re- 
fers. The pamphlets before us furnish incontestible evidence of his 
aptitude in tiie work of servile imitation. To point out the whole of 
the falsehoods which they contain, would only be to trespass, unneces- 
sarily, upon the patience of this council. Take, however, v^few in^ 
stances, out of the many. He boldly asserts, that ' the chapels can 
never be alienated from them,'t that is, irom the preachers who com-^ 
pose the Conference of the Old Connexion; when, the fact is^ he 
knew that the opposite party had violently wrested different chapels 
from them, some of which have been recovered by a legal process, an 
apparent knowledge of which is displayed in the first pamphlet.;]: and 
a |70S}Ytt7e knowledge in the second.fi* If^ then, a Zte is ^falsehood 
known to be such by the person who utters it, and uttered with a de-- 
sigh to deceive; we have, in the assertion itself, a design to deceive the 
pvblicy and, as a proof that he knew the assertion to be false, he inti- 
mates, in plain terms, that these tmalienable chapels have been alie* 
7iaiedy and that, as they have only recovered '^ some^% of them, con^* 



V^giHs iBneis, QyS5i. t Meth. Cond. |». 7. % 10^ 11 5^ 
ft Sjrstw of Meth. Exp.SS. (ibid. 
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sequently th#re are others yet in a st^te of alienation.* But as my 
testimony, in this assembly, will not be questioned, 1 forbear enl^ging ; 
ajid therefore, will furnish you with a string of th^m: The Conference 
*€alls out mne but single men, and those must travel four years before 
they are allowed to marry-t — ^Tl^e Preachers too, are represented as 
saying of .those who act in a local capacity, ' Were these men called 
out among us, we never could keep them in subordination;' — and 
VhenCe we require to know exactly what work there is in the different 
circuits for the Preachers, and to ascertain clearly whether we cannot 
get a young man thrust in; for if it does nothing eUe;, it keeps the 

* It is sufficient to excite all the risible faculties of which a person is 
possessed, to hear Mr. D. sending forth his lamentations relatiye to 
the Old Connexion using proper means to recover the chapels whnch^thej 
have lost by the New, (System of Meth. Exp. 33.) and to listen to his 
complaints (ibid. 19*) respecting the preachers securing those chapels 
by proper trustndeeds. He confesses that some of thetn nave been reco- 
vered by law; and jret he either does not, cannot, or will not, see that 
this restoration of violated property implies, on the one hand, dishonesty 
on the part of the defendants, and, on the other, legal right on the part of 
the plaintiffs. Should he wish to say more on this subject, we would re* 
commend him to solicit a friendly discussion with the Lord Chatwellor 
and other " knowing gentlemen of the long robe." 

But the most curious and paradoxical part of the business is, people 
are represented as swindling their own proper^^^-swindHpg whlit was given 
them by law, and are condemned for securing it. Mr. D. has, no doubtj 
heard the old adage *' A burnt child dreads the fire." The New^h&re 
furnished the Old party with powerful arguments why they ^ould act 
with the utmost caution; and as Mr. D. recommends caution, both by 
precept and practice, in a case less important, (Syst, of Metho. Exp. 8, 9.) 
lie cannot, with propriety, condemn others for usinff it. 

t Meth. Cond. p. 8. — It is not surprising that this should be noticed 
as a falsehood; since 1. Married men haoe been called out. For a confimuu* 
tion of thisji we only need to refer to the Minutes of Cw^erence, for 1793-4, 
. - where there are a number of married men ^th f armies, recommended 
to travel, and some of whom are "now itinerant preaxihers. • See vol. 1. 277, 
297- Oct. Edit. In addition to those travelling in England, several mar- 
ried mcsi have been sent by the Conference to foreign parts as mission- 
' aries. — ^2, Young men have married durinjg their probaiion, both wiih and 
without the sanction of Conference, whose names may be i-ead in the Jto- 
iions year after yeaf. And so fer from the preachers being opposed 
either to the institution of marriage, or to marrted men, they evidence an 
ardent solicitude in behalf of the local brethren with families. " Why," 
it is asked by Conference, " cannot mcnre married preachera be taken out 
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local preachers oul of the chapels^ which keeps things more secure.'* 
"^Qass meetings/ it is affirmed, ' are attended to principally for raising 



to travel, seemg we have many of unblemished characters in divers cip- 
«uit8? Answer; 1. Because our temporal circumstances are exceedingly 
straitened, so that we cannot provide for them. And, 2, We have, at 
present, a sufficiency of single men to supply the circuits. " See Minutes 
lor 1798, p* 117. Oct Edit. These* reasoiw still hold good. Besides,, 
such conduct is justifiable, not only on the ground of espediency, which 
is sufficient of itself to shew its propridy, but on the broad basis oS general 
usage. The lEstablishment and the Dtssenters require, in general, their 
nuniHers to pass from three to six years within the walls of a College or an 
Academy, in a state o£prob(Uian and preparation, before thev can be Jidfy 
receivecLbj the respective congregations; during which period, they are, 
for the most part, single. Nor wpuld it, indeed, be alt(]|gether proper for 
probatienerSyJiUing themselves for the ministry, to be encumbered with the 
oares of b. family. A state of trial is the most favourable time for improve^ 
ment^^the period when the mind should hejree and fixed upon one ob« 
ject.* 

* See Meth. Cond. 8, 9« Since the Conference actually has ctdled out 
married Preachers, the former part of the quotation implies, 1. That 
tile men so called out are insubordinate; and 2. That those who are not 
called oi^t &xe factious and discontented. Till those two points are estab- 
lished, his Lordship's opinicm of xkefaldtif of the statement continues * 
valid. — ^With regard to uie latter part of the quotation, enclosed within 
inverted commas, it is equally ^we; for 1. At the Conference for 18 IS, 
the chainnen of Districts were ordered to inquire what emplo3nnent there 
was for the Preachers in the various circuits, not to ^' ascertain clearly 
whether a yxmng man could be thrust in," but whether he cOuld not be 
tkrttst out — whether the circuits could not do with a less mtmber of FreAch-i 
ers. For the inquiry itself, see Minutes vol. S. p. 388-9; and, for the end 
of the inquiry, contrast the stations for Bath, JJewsbury, &c. in 1813 and 
1814, and it will be found, that they each had mw Preach^ less after the 
institution of the inquiry. 2. The trouble is, not in getting single, but 
^Harried men, thrust in. — It may be added, that so far are the Travelling 
Preachers from being opposed to the Local Bretiiren entering the Cha« 
pels, there is scarcely a Chapel in the whole Connexion whose pulpit 
IS not, more or less, occupied by the latter; and that sudi is the modesty 
9nd timidity of many of the Local Preachers, when they are solicited 
either hy the Superin{endant or his Colleagues, to preach in the Chapels, 
their refusal is more frequent than their compliancy Supposing. Mr. D. 
himself not to have been permitted to enter the |>ulpits of the largerCha^ 
pels so frequently as he thought his talents merited, the cause, probably, 
of his non-admission^ might be more properly traced up to the People than 
the Preachers. 
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tnoney** In reference to articles of faith, it is said, * that they hav« 
nearly as many creeds as Pre/icAers.t' — He goes on to observe, that 
* the Lord's supper is thought, in general, to be of very litth impar-' 
tance/ that it is^ sf^dom administered/ and that ' little tare is taken 

* Metli. Cond. 13. — It is really painful to have thns publicly to tell a 
fellow creature that he speaks false. But truth is not to be sacrificed to 
individual fi!€Ung; and especially to the feelings of one who seems to have 
no feeling for others. 1. Class meetinffs were in existence before monej 
matters were ever thought of. See Wesley's works^ vol. 6, 331. Oct. 
Edit. 2. A number of Classes do not collect their monies till the end of 
the Quarter; so that there are twelve weeks frequently out of thirteen, in 
whicn there is nothing done but speaking, singing, and praying, 3. There 
are several hundreds o{ the n^embers who do not subscribe a single fiir- 
^ng, 

t Meth. Cond. 19 — We feel no hesitancy in affirming^ 1. That the 
Methodist Preachers have but one creed. Hence^ in answer to the ques- 
tion, '' Can any thing be done for the security of our doctrines ?" we read, 
^^ the President, with Mr. Benson, and the Secretary, are appointed to. 
4raw up a Digest or Form, expressive of the Methodist Doctrmes, with 
a sufficiency of texts of Scripture to explain them respectively; and with 
extracts out of Mr. Wesley's Works, to prove that every thitig before 
adv^ced, exactly coincides with his judgment and public declarations: 
And a copy of what they have drawn up, either unitedly or separately, 
shall be sent to the Chairman of each District before next May." See 
Minutes, vol. t, S4^. Accordingly, in J 807, a Digest was drawn up and 
printed of tjiose doctrines which have been preached by the body at large 
mim its commencement. 2. The Preachers are examined annuaUy re< ' 
specting the doctrines believed and preached by Mr. Wesley, in which they 
are required explicitly to profess ^^r faith. The following is to the point r 
*^ Let it be dearly understood, that every Chairman is required to ask 
the following questions, distinctly and successively, concerning every 
brother; viz. Is there any objection to his moral arid religiotts character? 
Does he believe and preach our Doctrines?*' and so on. See Minutes vol. 
3, 295. And, 3. When any of the Preachers are found deficient in or- 
thodoxy they are expelled. To preserve the Societies from heresies and er- 
roneous doctrines, it is a rule, tliat '' no person shall, on any account, 
be permitted to retain any official situation in our Societies, who holds 
opinions contrary to the total depravity of human nature, the Divinity and 
Atonement of Christ, the Influence and Witney of the Holy Spirit, and 
Christian Holiness as believed by the Methodists." See Minutes, vol. 2. 
403. That this rule lils been acted up<m, is evident from the expulsion 
of Mr. J, Cooke, who, when expelled, travelled in the Sunderland circuit; 
^ circumstance which must have been known by Mr. Douglas,- since he 
is so familiar with Shields, Sunderland, and Newcastle, which places, in-* 
li^ed^ S^em to form nearly the extent of his Geographical and Mtethodis^ 
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mho comesfofWardJ* To prevent either male or female from 68capiq| 
the lash^ it is further added, that the Preachers' ^ Widown receive a 
salary for ly^e^ iivhether they marry saint or sinner ^^ that ^ neither the 
deeds of the Chapels upon Conference plan, nor stny ^opy of them, has 

tical knovledfle. But M^hen Mr. D. speaks d variety in creeds^ he peru 
haps jo4ce6 of others by himsel^-^^o^oy^ changing, but^ it is to he feared, 
seldom ranged. Id arbitror adprime in vitd esse utile, ne auid nimis. Ter. 
Andr. Act 1. Sc. 1. '^ I take it to be a principal rule of life not to be too 
much addicted to any thing." 

* Meth. Cond. 20.-^We are a&aid^ lest, in our notes, we should expose 
ourselves to the charge which is brought against the,generality of the 
Ministers of the present day^ viz, that of Three heads and a conclusion. 
But, fox the sake of perspicuity, we solicit the indulgence of continuing 
in our old Puritanic tranunels. To proceed, 1. The Sacrament of the 
Lords Sfupper is, by the Preachers, considered of the greatest importance. 
Listen to tneir advice: ^' We once more earnestly beseech all the mem- 
bers of our Societies, conscientiously to attend uiis sacred ordinance of 
God our Saviour at every opportunity; and do entreat them to approach 
the Lord's Table, ai least, once in every month, either in our own Cha*- 
pels or elsewhere; and to make a point <^ staying till the whole of the 
service be eonduded. In the visitations of the Classes, let every Preacher 
closely examine the members on this head, and strongly enforce our rules- 
concerning it. And, in order to remove every excuse, let this blessed 
Sacrament be regularly said frequently administered wherever it has been, 
appointed by the Conference." See Minutes, vol. 2, 348.— S. The Sacra* 
ment is administered in everu place where a majoriiy of the Leaders and Trus* 
tees wish to have it. See thm, vol. 1 . 322, S2S, This, it may be observed, 
ill accords with the despotic power of the Preachers, and the Trustees 
being in chains, (Meth. Cond. 6, 18.) since the^rm^ are here evidently 
subject to the wiU of the latter, 3. Such is the attention ]^aid to the ad- 
mission of , persons to Uns sacred ordinance, that tlie rule, m reference to* 
it, reads, '^ no person shall be suffered, on any pretence, to partake of 
the Lord's S^pper amon^ us, unless he be a member of our Society, or 
receive a note of admission from the Superintendant, which note must 
be renewed quarterly. And if any Leaoers, Stewards, or Trustees, re^ 
fuse to be regulated by this rule, the Sacrament shall not be administered 
where it is the case." See Minutes, vol. I. 348. 

t System of Meth. Exp. 7- — ^AU that is necessary to be said here is, 
that, on a Preacher's Widow marrying an immoral character, she is expelled 
from the Society; and that, in case of her marrying at all, she is discon-> 
tinned as a pensioner on the bounty of the Fund, After specifying the 
sums due to a Preacher's Widow, it is added, " this sum shall be paid, 
as above specified, so long as each widow continues unmarried; but shall 
cease immediately on her re-marriage/' See Rules and Re^dations of the 
Fund, for 1813; p. 7* printed in a separate pamphlet. "Die reason as- 
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^er been suffered to appear in public;'* that, oh a ^ modertite calcu* 
iadoiiy it will be seen that a Methodist Preacher may cost the public, 
for one year's labour, 3881. 17s. 2d.\'f and, finally, that ' priests are 

Bi^ed for such dhcontinuance is^ that " it is generally understood the 
husband provides for his wife." See Mylcs's ChronoL Hist. 254 > Third 
Edit. 

* System of Meth. E!Kp. p. 19. To omit the^ sheelSy Contaxmng the 
Fm^ns ofDeedsy which have been distributed £fra/tit^ottf^-Hm act directly 
opposed to secrecy y the cojjy of one deed, at least, has '^appeared before 
the public/* in Myles's " Chronological History of the People called 
Methodists;" a work "v^hich has passed through various editums, and of 
which some thousands oi copies have beoi sold. See p. 16$, 

t Ibid. p. 21. — ^An inspired apostle has declared, that '^the love of 
money is the root of all eviL" Mr. D. therefore, knowing, that nothing 
was more calculated to bring the Preachers into contempt than fixing 
upon them the stigma of being lovers oi " filthy lucre," ariijgs iorwtscd, 
page after page, the cash subject. But, like all wholesale dealers in 
slander and falsehoods, by endeavouring to prove too much, he commits 
his pretensions to veracity to the detection of all who may be disposed 
to obtain a knowledge of the Preachers' jsalaries. It is pleasing, now- 
ever, to witness his descent firom general assertions to particulars, wliere 
he gives, what he terms, a " moderate calculation" of what ^' a Metho- 
dist Preacher vunf cost the publie for one year's labour." Without ren- 
dering evil for evil, by shewing "what a broken Shoemaker may east his 
creditors, we will proceed to examine his statement This wiu be best 
done by contrasting the account with the Conferoice allowance; -obser- 
ving, at the same tune, that, if a Pfeacher, in anjr place, receives more, 
it is the free-will offering of the people*— an ofFeruig, sprin^iin^ firom a 
conviction of its imperious necessity. *^ From a late publication," Mr. 
D. observes, '' it appears, that a Methodist Preacher costs the religious 
public, for one year, the sum of 2111. 17s. 2d." J3y an immediate refer- 
ence to the itain publication, we find the following statement, which, ac- 
cording to promise, we shall contrast with Conference allowance f 

Cm^ferenee Allowance, 



The Twm Pamphlets Allowance, 

Board, « 46 10 

Quarterage for himself & 

wife per annum^ 37 l6 

Servant, «^^...., 12 12 

Travelling expences,«.«... 3 

Rent, Coals, and Candles, 30 



Four children, 40 l6 



See Min. voU3, p. 225.— -27/1 6s, Od, 



Ibid, vol 2. p. 60.-^3^ 12s. OdL 
See annual Min. SL Ss, Od. 

Any t/iing or nothing, as Stewards 
please. 
I Tills depends upon the house 
being Uurge or smaU; Coals 
cheap or dear. No fixed siun. 
If they have four, 2$L 4*. OdL 
The circuits, however, it may 
be remarked, allow for one 
child, ef^Ai Gfaneof per annum. 
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the defenders and mpgorters of all the corrupt ^slem$ in the worTd!^ 
Thus, Sire,, (directing himself im^iediatel^ to the throne,) we here 
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Horse, 20 



Travelling to a circuit,..* 11 



Postage of Letters, 17 









Sicliness & Doctor's bills, 9 6 2 f If wM, nothing. But be that as it 

may^ it should seem fi-om thi» 
that the Doctor is ' to have an 
»mual stipend of p/. 6s, 2d. 
m case or either sickness or 

^ health* 

" Nothing. When, however, a horse 
is required, the Circuits pro- 
vide; but in many there is 
none; and where there is, one 
horse sometimes serves four 
Preachers. 
Here it is taken for granted 
that a Preacher removes ever^^ 
year, and takes a fo/ig^ journey; 
when^/en^ change annually, and 
many remove to Circuits with- 

^ in twenty miles. 

j Nothing by Conference; though, 

J in this case, 17^. is under Bie 
genexal expence, and Circuit 
allowance. 

But eren this statement is not sufficient to satisfy Mr. D. To shew 
his expertness in tlie art c^ l3^ing, he must add the following items. 
Thus^ he adds, if a Preacher officiates in the country^ " for extra servants, 
labour, grog, bedding, &c. lOt, Os, Od" Now, nmny, though they preach 
in the coufSry, sleep at home. Admitting them, however^ to sleep where 
they preacli, we defy him to prove the existence of any extra servant for 
then* accommodation. As for grog, few ever see it, and still [fewer taMe it. 
But this is not all; labour must be named. What labour is referred to^ 
is doubtful whether he himself knows. Any how, if there are to be 
extra servants, they ought to perform the extra labour* — The next item is^ 
" Profits on the sale of books, 50/. 0*. Od," We lament, on various ac- 
counts^ that this is not correct. The sale of hooks, leaving such a profit, 
could not fail to profit many who might read them: and as the profits 
of the books are devoted to the support saiA spread of the gospel, the Con^ 
ference would be blest with enlarged ability to do good, put the fact is, 
in many Circuits, books are not sold to the amount of 50l, — ^Another 
•item, we observe, is, ^presents to a Preacher and his Children, 45/.' Does 
he^ by lliis, mean that 45/. is given to children whether in being or ^nqt in 
being; and to men, who, after having travelled a number of years^ can 
come forward and prove that they have not, during the whole time^ re- 
ceived the one third of the sum? — ^A fourth item is, " Two boys at school 
Sol avfr the yearly allowance'* To this must be added 40/. l6s, for four 

• Seethe Note to tMs Rtference in fhefoOowhig Page* 



ibehold UeSy die most palpable, in rapid succeasion: Aikl Wlio, hat 
a man considering himself responsible to no one^ save his Satanic 

diildren^ which is included in the twin account | the whole amount-i 
ing to |100/^ l6s. and employed to swell the sum total of Mr. D. Here 
we have first, die sum of 6oL laid at die door of a Preacher for two ehil-< 
dren at school " over the yearly allowance/' when die truth is^ the year« 
ly allowance ceases on a diild entering Kingswood or Woodhouse Grove 
schools. Secondly, we have six children fathered upon a PreJEUsher^ wheth- 
er he Aove them or tiot. Thirdly, we have 100/. l6f< laid upon etich 
t^eacher, married or singlc'-^l^cX, content with calculating for four 
children at home^ two at schools another must be put into a shop^ for no 
other purpose than that of adding a finishing item of 12/. But to enlarge 
no more on diese exaggerated statements^ we shall fiimish Mr. D. $bdA 
any who may be pleased to favour us with a perusal^ with die sum total 
of what twofandbes have received frasa, and cost, one of the best circuits 
in the Connexion for allowances^ during die last year. Including board, 

Suarterage^ children^ servants, houses, travelling expences^ coals, can- 
les, letters, and doctor's bill, die expence of the twofamiUes did not 
amount to 230/. Whereas, according to Mr. D'fs. moderate calcuUUion, 
they must have cost the circuit the sum of 777/* 1^* ^« If such be his 
moderation, what would it be to view him in one of his extravagant moods!! 
We cannot forbear exclaiming ocvofirdkyfnros bi ta avQpcifve, The public 
will now form dieir own estimate of Mr D's. regard for truth. Before hia 
credit for veracity is completely lost, we would seriously recommend 
him to read ihejable o£ die boy and the bear; and especially the Scrip- 
ture which he unjustly insinuates is applicable to die case of the Bev. A.' 
R Farrar, Rev. xxi. 8. 

* System of Meth. Exp. S3. If " Priests (a sweeping censure, for aU 
are induded,) are die dd^nders and supporters of iui the corrupt systems 
in die world," how is it, that the Priests in the EstidtUskment, among 
the Calvinists, the Baptists^ the Moravians, and the Methodists, are form- 
ing Societies to raise monies ^ in order to destroy the system of idolatry ? 
How does it happen, that they write against the system of infidelity f How ' 
does it come to pass, that diey preach against systems ofjbrgery, pocket^ 
picking, and house breaking? Had we not turned to die title pa|^s of 
nis pamphlets, and there read " James Douglas, Lajr-Preacher," we Siould 
have been almost led to institute a suit against him for a libel upon the 
Priesthood. But as he is careless about exceptions in the general duu^e, 
and he himself is a Priest, we leave him wiUi part of the odium, "nie 
general charge reminds us of what we have met with, somewhere in the 
course of reading; viz. Tliat it is one of the principal articles of the 
Deist's creed, that all Parsons are rogues — ^that they are the pests of 8o-< 
ciety, and the disturbers of mankind — ^that Priests of all religions are 
the same; so that, let a man be what he will before, the moment he 

futs on a Parson's gown, they immediately apply to him the warning of 
[orace — hie niger est, hunc tu Romane caveto. Whence is this virtue of 
Parson's cloth to dye the soul its own colour? 
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Mtjffesty, for his words, Mrould, in opposition to worldly credit, have 
thus valiantly exposed himself to the charge o( fakehood9 Seeing, 
therefore, that he is not only intoxicated with the vanUy of a Xerxes, but 
has such exalted claims upon my patronage, I cannot, for a moment, 
hesitate to second the motion/' 

This speech called forth reiterated jgusts of approbation* ^^How 
grateful," said the Angel to Sapience^ ^* in these abodes^ is hostility to ' 
truth!" Sapience was prevented from replying, by tlie immediate ap" 
pearance of 

Lord Kali^pto, who prefaced his speech with an appropriate 
quotation from a heathen bard, thus' translated into English : 
*^ Artful he knows each circumstance to leave, 
Which will not grace and ornament receive; 
Then truth and fiction he so often blends. 
That equal he begins, proceeds, and ends;"^ 
" Our residence. Sire, is not only remote from the regions o{ light yhnt, 
in works of darknessy we have ever taken pleasure. From our first in- 
tercourse with mortals, it has been our invariable policy to withhold 
from them the knowledge with which they ought 4o be acquainted. To 
this, in a great measure, if not solely, musibe attributed the continuance 
and prosperity of our dominion over the human species. In ignorance 
our empire began, by ignorance it has been maintained, and it is through 
ignorance alone it can be perpetuated. From the'progress of truth, the in- 
crease of knowledge, and the developement of certain fects, we have 
every thing to fear. Worthy, therefore, of our encouragement, must those 
be, who, in the dccei)tive art, unfold the smallest bud of abtlit;^ ; especially 
in the discussion of subjects relative to religion, by a studied concealment 
of what would be inimical to our interest to reveal. In this art, the 
author of these productions fcertainly excels. When first I heard that 
he had announced ' The System of Methodism Exposed,' I must con- 
fess i was not a little alarmed, from a conviction, that a full and im-« 
partial exposure of such a System, would be its passport to the esteem 
of every unprejudiced person. Judge, then, the pleasmg disappoint- 
ment, wIku, on examination, I found that he misrepresented what he 

♦ Horace's Art of Poetry, 231. 

9 
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farf undertaken to' expose, and \vithheld, from the public, that wliich 
would have been injurious both to himself and us to puUish. Experi- 
ence has taught us, that^ a» the one half of a truth may b^ suspected 
to be a whole falsehood; so a partial knowledge of aiiy good, may lead 
to the conclusion that it is a real evil. That this halving system has 
been afcted upon by the Pamphleteer before us,* I shall now proceed 

to shew. , 

"There is one sentence which Lord Pseusesh^ omitted, and which, 
with propriety, might have been taken up under the article of falsehood: 
but the proximity betwixt us will admit of its classification trader the 
head of concealment. A sentence like this, — ^The Preachers * have the 
sole disposal of collections every where madc,*t cannot but be peculi- 
ariy gratifying to all present. Here he wisely conceals the Town Stezeh 
ards who alone have Ae reception and disposal oS tlie quarterly coltec- 
tions and weekly pence — ^the two largest in the Connexion. — * A pious, 
well informed roan,' too, says he, 'going from home, must apply to 
a man who has not common sense,^ for a line to empower him to 
preach !^ That a line from a Preacher is necessary, is unquestionable ; 
but it is not to prevent ^ pious well informed^ men/, but impious and 
ignorant persons, imder the character of Local Preachers, from bur- 
deningAiJQ people.^ Heako very cautiously throws a veil over the 



* How sanguine are the expectations of devils! His Lordship speaks 
as though die individual were actually present— perfectly secure. 

- t Meth. Cond. 5. $ Ibid. 9. 

% Air evident aUusicm to a salutary rule in Aftra. yol. 1. 875; a nile in« 
tended solely for the detection of inyostors, and apmroved of by the most 
respectable Local Preachers in the kingdom. Two observations we 
would m;^e in reference to his Lordship's Speech, which, in part^ will 
apply to others: 1. It may appear somewhat mconsistent in Kidupto, after 
having app&uded the auuior for his eonceabnents, to d£Bclo9e the whole 
fnc^AhimseK Thia is obviated by a considieration of the disdosure being 
made in a privy council. Various things are necessarily brought' to light 
in pmate — ^in confidence, which it womd be very impolitic, eiSier in part^ 
or in wholfe^ tosSlow to transpire in jpmblic Of the truth of this, Mr« 
D. himself was, no deubt^ aware, when writing his pages. 2. It may 
be remarked^ that the lapsed intdligences of me lower regions, have 
not only a knowledge oT subjects congenial with their own peculiar 
views and constitutions^ but also of thmgs divine and celestial They 
are indaced to cultivate a theoretical acquaintance with ^ood, in or« 
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manner of admitting members. ^ The way,' says he^ ^-of admtttinc 
members is foolish in the extreme. To. admit a many woman^ or 
childj who says he or she has a desire to be saved, needs no comment/* 
No trace is here to be discovered of Mf subseijuent requisitions — of 
evidencing that desire by suitableyrtii^s; such as doing twi hami, avoid- ^ 
ing evil, and labouring after good in every poisible way.f It is easy 
to perceive, that, had a disclosure of the iwhole been mad^i devilism 
would have :sustaine<l an essential ii^ry. To bis credit, therefore, he 
insinuates, that 'cash' is pursued with all the avidity with which the 
sportsman pursues his game, and diat religious .and mocalimprovement 
are never the objects of attention* Oould we, by.our.influence> only 
bring Qass-meetiugs into contempt, it would be matter of triumph. 
Then, adieu to prosperity among the Wesleyans« Than these, .no- 
thing has tended more to rivet the union and preserve the purity of that 
increasing body of people. Even our most faithful rftiends are soon 
deterred from giving them their attendance^ and when any, distinguish- 
ed for their zeal to your Migesty, (looking >to the throne, and the Mo^ 
narch bowing m&ent,)4:oxitm\xe to frequent ihem&r any length of timc^ 
it is impossible for them ultimately to escape detection. You scarcely 
need to be informed, that even the.eftrontery of the character in quesr 
tion was finally vanquished.^ The yearly collection is termed ' secret 
jservice money,' without the smallest intimation of the dilSfecent methods 
employed to give publicity to its receipts and disbursements.;!: Again,— 
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der to prevent, if possibly, its benign influence—^ counteract its ten^ 
dency. Not only so, biit their diligent search after evil, must of neces- 
«ity acquaint them with good. In quest of -this, they will visit botli the 
temple and'the tavern. 

* MetLCon. IS. 

t His Lordship seems to be well versed In Methodism. See Rifles^ 
and Wesley's Wmks, v6L'6, 305, Oct. Edit. Nor is it indeed astonish- 
ing/ that he should be s.o well acquainted with the department of Class* 
jneetin|r in paidoular: for his master formerly made lus appearance at 
the right huid of Joshua. Zach. iiL L 

§ Sys. of Meth. E^moe. 6. 

.| M^. Con. 14. This .collection. It is well known, is 1. Entered on 
«very clast-paper, for which a column^is printed, and which every Leader 
has before his eyes. 2. It is entered into a book, preserved for every suc- 
ceeding preacher. 3. The sum total is forwarded to the District Meeting; 
where the Stewards from the different ^Circuits are requested to attends 
to see die disbursements. 4. The surplus^ of whidb die Stewjurds 
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biitt indeed there is no end of particularizing: I cannot, therefore, but 
express my approval of the resolution." 

His Lordship, in sitting down, had the satisfaction of seeing die 
ghastly grin of devils softened into a smile. This speaker was in^ 
stantly followed by 

Lord AspondOs, of whose persona better description cannot be 
given, than in the succeeding lines: 

His colour chang'd; his face was not the same ; 
And hollow groans from his deep spirit came. 
His hair stood up; convulsive rage possess'd 
His trembling hmbs, and heav'dhis lab'ring breast- 
Greater than human kin^d he seem'd to look. 
And, with an accent more than mortal, spoke. 
His staring eyes widi sparkling fury roil. 
When all the fiend came rushing on his soul."^ 
With his face towards the throne he thus began : ^ To you. Sire, 1 
am indebted for my existence here; and niy attachment to your Ma* 
jest's person and empire is worthy of a thorough-bred Belzebvhian. 
Innumerable ages have elapsed, since I vowed eternal enmity against 
the goodness of God and the happiness of man. To the divine Jaw I 
again pledge myself never to become subject: and so long as I shall 
be permitted to visit earth, my utmost energies shall be employed to 
execute the purposes of my vow. Never, never shall it be said that 
Aspondos was ever disposed to soften hi» severity towards goodness^ 
however fascinating its form : but all that the furies are capable of af- 
fecting, shall be exerted in seeking its utter extinction. (Loud crie$ 
of hear! hear! hear! from all quarters.) Nor shall those who endea- 
vour to promote its spread, prosecute, unmolested, their designs. 
Every plot that malice can concert— every weapon that rage can 

have an account^ goes to Conference. Finally, an account of the whole 
of the contributions and expenditure is printed annually, whidi account 
may be seen by every person in the kingdom who may be so disposed, 
and the sum of which the Leaders in every Circuit, by associating toge- 
ther and comparing Class papers, might, if incorrect, contradict. This 
process would be troublesome, but might be effected, and, if any thmg 
were radically bad, would pay with interest. 

* virgilii iBneis 6. 72* 
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metd-— and. every caliiniDy envy can engender, shall be summoned 
forth to deprive them of beings or bring them into contempt. Un- 
wearied, to the end of time, shall be my efforts to foster a malignancy 
of. disposition, and to fan the embers of r^sentm^it into a consuming 
flame : and when imprisoned within the bounds of perdition, my vic- 
tims shall be my food.* (Cries vf hear! hear!) I am bold to assert, 
that few of the noble Lords have done more towards peopling these 
nether regions than myself. Through me are wars protracted — per- 
secutions furnished with fangs — duels multiplied--rand aggrieved friends 
converted into implacable foes. No devil can boast of more distinguish- 
ed followers, and many of their exploits are recollected with satisfac- 
tion. Was it not my spirit that nei;ved the arm of Cainr^swelled the soul 
of JEfoi2m&a/-^-enflamed thie hearts^the^urderers of the San of God — 
and poisoned the pens of ^ten Ezra, Spinomy Hobbes, Father Simoriy 
tVoolstoHf Collins, Tindal^ Shaftsbury, Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, 
and their servile successors? Nor am I now without my admirers in 
the political and religious world. But it is iu the latter my spirit de* 
lights to revel, since my presence always banishes, from those pos- 
sessed, the, true temper of Christianity. In support of this> I only need 
to advert to the writings which engage your attention : that the author 
possesses no small portion of the spirit by which 1 am actuated, a very 
few selections will testify. 

'^ What but a disposition hostile to every thing in Methodism, whe- 
ther human or divine, could dictate sentiments such as these? That, 
in taking out Preachers, ' dependance' is placed more on the influence 
of individuals than upon ike piety and abilities of those proposed ; that 
the rule which requires a person ,to pass ^ a Leader's meeting, a Quar- 
ter-day and a District meeting, is seldom attended to;*f that * money 

* This implacable disposition is strikingly pourtrayed by Virgil^ 
-aSneid. 6. 807- 

The rav'notts vulture, in his open'd side. 
Her crooked beak and cruel talons try'd; 
Still for the growing liver digg'd his breast : 
The growing liver still suppfy'd the feast; 
Still are his entrails fruitful to their pains: 
Th' immortal hunger lasts, th' immortal food remains. ' * 
t Meth. Con. 9* To prove that the rule is seldom attended to, three 
individuals are brought forward, who, it is insinuated, were "smuggled 
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is nil they ward^^ that ^a/ero hundred pounds will be thought no ob- 
ject' to win over the trustees of Chapels; that the Methodists / can 
never have a holy priesthood ;'^ that he * hardly ever knew a Preacher 
that attended to ^le.rulesj and the giving way to concupiscence is consi- 
dered by them a small, a venial offence (* that, *^in Mr, Wesley's wri- 



out another way." As we have a key (Sys. Math. Exp. 20.) to only one 
of these cases^ it is to it alone wc can particularly direct our attention: 
and in this case, we find Mr. D., as usual, incorrect in his statements. 
.The person referred to, passed the Sunderland Quarterly meeting. For 
the truth of this we appeal to the Sunderland Society. And though ex- 
amined by three Supenntendanis, that examination was le^al, and had the 
sanction of the Coitference as fully as any district meeting m the kingdom. 
See Min. vol. 2. 142, 404; vol. 3. 34, 93. In this meeting, he under- 
went the strictest scrutiny on the subjects of health,, piety, moral ckaraC'^ 
ter, ministerial abilities, belief in the Methodist docirtfies, attachment to 
.discipline, freedom frova'debt and secular incumbrances. See Min, vol S. 
158. TThe Rev. A. E. F*rr*r, therefore, entered the lists of itinerancy in 
Bsfair and honourable a manner as if he had passed through the first bis^ 
trtct in the Connexion. But what is most singular, Mr. O. himself inti- 
/-mates in the same paj^e, that it is only '* in cases c^ emergency** they will 
act on this plan; plainly implying, that nothing short of absolute necessity 
would lead them to such an act— to such a departure &om their general 
mode of procedure. 

* Syst. Meth. Expos. 16. A whole body of Ministers are here reproached: 
and to prove that about eight hundred men are of the same cast, he affain 
fixes his '^ baneful tooth" upon ^^ree characters; characters too, whose 
cases, in many instances, are aggravated, belied, and the result of mere 
report. Mr. rarrar asserts, .that ''it is difficult for a man belonging to 
the Connexion to live in sin and escape detection." This, Mr. D. endea« 
vours to contradict; by shewing that the three persons alluded to, were 
charged with immorality, detected, and tried. Here, instead of a refuta" 
tion, is a conjirmatioh of Mr. F.*s assertion. Besides, this sweeping cen- 
sure, for the sake of two or three, is, as we have already had to observe, 
unjust; and is not what Mr. D. would wish to be applied in another 
case. A person, for instance, a few years ago, was hung at York, for 
liaviilg defraud^ his creditors. But does it follow, that because this un- 
fortunate Toaii forfeited his life, every bankrupt is a villain f If so Mr. D., 
instead of wnting against the Methodists, would have had to write 
^' his last dying speedi and confession." Another inconvenience attend- 
ing general charges is, an exposure to the lash of the law for a libel. What 
. wotud Mr. D. think of either the postage or the subject, if he were to re- 
cdive a iHter from ewh Preacher, through the medium of a Lawyer, re- 
^uiiinff him to establish his charges before a court of judicature? Each 
jndivi£ud is included in the whole; and each individual is slandered^^ 
charged with swindling, &a 
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lings, the word of God is strangely perverted f that ' such is the rapa* 
city of the Preachers after the unrighteous Mammorfj they never cease to 
eizricA themselves;* that they * are conscious of crimes;' that, as it re^ 
gards the Preachers' Fund, the managers of it ' may be under an oatk 
not to make any disclosure;' that ' Mediodist Priests are not familiar 
nvith the gospel^ that they ^ govern vrith absolute rule those iivho have 
more sense and virtue than themselves;' that they ^ are employed in 
secufir^ friendship with the «8?or/d, in crushing the poor and needy; 
and that the Conference is ^roin brother to his Holiness of Howe.** 
Who does not behold here a kindred spirit? But as some of these 
will, no doubt, meet with due attention from other noble Lords, X 
shall wave any amplification of them ; and shall just confine myself to 
the single circumstance rdative to the 

Hotel. In this, we have an eminent instance of his rancour against 
our enemies. He^nsists that the business of the District meeting was 
transacted at the Commercial Hotel, North. Shields ;t when the fact is, 
that no business was transacted there relative to the District, but in the 
Vesti-y, a Vestry too, which is far from being ' large and commodious ;' . 
and though Mr. Speak-Truth bad informed him to the contrary, yet^ in 
contempt of truth, he perseveres in maintaining that a part of the bu- 
siness occupied the attention of the persons assembled at the Inn.§ 
Nor does even this draw off the whole of his acrimony: he asserts in 
the face of day, that,, in order to pay the ^ reckoning,' the 'gentlemen 
of North and South Shields were manoeuvre^ out of one pound notes, 

* "A suspicious, uncharitable spirit/' says Blair^ "is not oiily incon* 
si^tent with all social virtue and happiness, but it is also, m itself, un-> 
reasonable and unjust. In order to form sound opinions concerning cha^ 
racters and actions, two things are especially requisite, information and 
impartiality. But such as are most forward to decide unfavourably, are 
commonly destitute of both. Instead of possessing, or even requiring, full 
information, the grounds on which they proceed are frequently the most 
slight and frivolous. A tale, perhaps, which the idle have invented, the 
inquisitive have listened to, and the credulous have propagated; or a real 
incident which rumour, in carrying it along, has exaggerated and dis- 
guised, supplies them with materiab, of confidoit assertion, and decisive 
judgment.". Had we not been aware that human nature is the saine In 
every age and every clime, we should have almost been led to conclude' 
this to be a prophetic description of Mr. D. 

t Meth. Con. 17. § Syst. Meth. Expost. S3, 22. 
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h^H^hm^^, hut.'* I0 die nme paragr aph , vkoe Ae AM take§ 
•iti/4f adiftin^mtusd ftandy ^die Tnatttsmndthar hmeSef are lepre* 
/M^fytod ii« 1(^^ by die»eprodi^CTy^c<witiiMiaIljMdniBi% w khuut rab' 
t/ffif iMwny of Uie debt KmAeCtupA/f That dn is pare asperity, 
il^> otm; who knows anjr iiiing cf the economy of Mctki&Biy will dare 
foijtMwtioo* ITie aotipalliy, indeed, of this yonliiy a^ajost Meihodiiit and 
MdliMlUmf ii such, as to force upon my rec<Jlectio na drcmnstance 
which UhAl place in the life of oar dearly beloved friend Mahommed. 
Wheti fir^t he appeared in tiie character of a piaphet, he invited about 
forty of bis relations to dine with him. After dinner he opened his 
pri5(ettded commission from heaven, and told diem, he'would own no 
otii) for a relation who did not embrace his new- religion^ and emlea* 
votir to propagate it.§ After a short silence, his 8on4n-law AU ex- 
fittiniod, ^ I embrace it — I will propagate it — and, if any resist it, I 
will draw their teeth— I will bore out their eyes — 1 will rip up their 
bcUics--*-aud 1 will break their legs/ The prophet was so transported 
at this, that he fell on his neck and cried — ^ Tbis is my brotber^my 
wivoy— my friend.' "J 

Ho scarce had finished, when such applause fill'd 
lit* aiNombly, as when hollow rocks retain 



* So (Wr were the members of Society from being fnanceuvred out of 
lh«tr money* ** to fiMSt those devourers of men's substance/' as Mr. D. po« 
lluly Ntyles them, that the treat was voUmtanf on the part of those who 
$^yfp It U was the wish of the principal friends, to shew their Ministers 
a mark of mtpMf, and to have th6 nteasure of dining with the fohole, 
whieh cmiMnot poisibly have been the case in a prwaU bouse. ''Ah, 
•mir jKnmatr was the langusgeof the Fox, when he himself was not 

t It i^iauld be remarked heves^--<hat die office of a Tnistee is tJolKa^^ 
thai mMmhmi^ are made almost «fiaM% for Chapels in iM^-4hat a 
t>Nl«l»# WM n<^v^ known tnbe«rr«slie<«-.andtiiatitistfaede8ireof Con- 
(^^NH^ (MiH. vtik U p.v^4s'L)l)iatnoCliapddMiald be balk tm 'Tito* 
f AiWj^ rft the i^xpeiKe ai^ «ubscnbed«* 

$ It ^ h<wiM> that A mtm A iu does not inliMid to ran a direct pareUd 
Mw^mi MalMmaiwd ami Mr. IX IlKM^i;h Mr« D. aommgned a ooondl 
«^' hia ^HMidi^ wKmi be w«s ^rnM^ to ooauneMe bb A 
t'M^ (vS^^s M^Oi. E^XMS. «, ^) we are owaidlua drttAere isnodoaKr 
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The 30 wd of i^IU8t'i|o{; mnda, which all ni^ht long 
Had rous'd the 9ea.* 

jSajden€e,\t;maibi^aiig, (^t^^rv^, '^ Al^s^.tiheae spirits, bo>«r j^allen 

'froBLthfiii/pritftiiieeiUt&aBdfgiory! No. wonder j^t the stream of pure 

feiigbn should xoeet wkh 90 much, opposicipn in, its. course." The 

angel, ^perceiving his .agitation, repjiied, ^* Ife have, nothing to fear." 

.Jiust then. arose 

LoScD.AssBjBs, ;«and.s9id '' My nanie, Sire, is sufficiently ex- 
pressive of.ibe^sub^^ct, of, my di^pleasvure. Piety, in every natipn of 
tkeeai^di, ^aod under whatever ism it m^j be professed, is the obj^cjb 
4>f my hatred. Hence, aiiy who m^y^be 4isp9sed to.lend me th^ic 
aid, howeven feeUe,* to render it -^pdious,^ shal^ rec^ve from me their 
-meed of praise : . and as my maligmty has not been a little feasted,, by 
the author whose psunphleti.we are requirifd to examine, itlwould, in 

• jne at least, he migrateful not to express my . sentiments of th^ir 
merit. 'He. has not, it is true, like SQfuepf nay champions, made, a 

• professed attack upon religion, bpit.has, had recourse to a measiu'e 
v^hieh ultifnately promises to be^ ra^re successful. It. is thrpugh the 
aide of the< Ministers of the gospel,, that th^ stab, is given to the system 
of Christianity. From Jong practice in the. art of destruction, ^e 

'*bave learned,, that, in order to devour, the sheep, /^ must first be 
< prompted to despise the Shepherd. This c^umpt be more effectuallj 
done, than by perpuading them that their Pastors, are .mere hirelings, 
^ttdtthat religion is only the toot they employ to serve their mercenary 
purposes. ' Treading in the track, pj^.his. predecessors, . such .especial^ j 
18^ die -device resorted to by the €OKJ>£Mi|jr£R of Methodism and of 
'Methodist' Priests. These have .been our m.9st violent opposers, ai^d 
ftgfeater service cannot be,done to your Majfsty, than to, muzzle ^d 

V bring them into contempt. ,A cursory xefiding of his works, wjU 
evince, that he has done what, .he cotdd^tQ effect this* Attend .to the 

• fbllowing facts : 

' " Jn one place, he gravely associates.himself yniii^Njskemiahf]E}sru, 

and. the ApostkSff. in .-the vimkiot, reform. He ki)ows yery ,^ell, 

' that, tQ.be found in company with these qoi^n, is. to brj^og then^.dpwn 



*.Ps^f3dis9 JLo9t, b. S. l.,^84. t^Met^>d. Cond. p. 3, 



ey spend tbeir time in devising plans how to extend 
anuelf^'^i.nd that they embarrass- themselves in tbeur 
gospel to- tlie heathen. Seeing^ therefore, that he 
the proceedings of Conference, and these are a p€trt 
cannot doubt of his dislike to praying and preach- 
;nt desire to keep the heathen in a state of moral 
d, the evident contempt he pours upon Mission 
iingf * they open a bright prospect for an increase of 
ent parts of the world/ must endear him to us all. 
a speaker/ in one of these meetings, ' created him 
wait constrained to withdraw* Our enemies, it is 
)se that he was inwardly griped ; and so he certainly 
fear will produce that ^ect; but let us hope, that 
by an alarm on the proper side of the question. — He 
:e, it must be confessed, *■ that the Methodist mem' 
mofah* but before the period is brought to a clo8e> 

this morality \s the product of * foolish ivies ;* X ^^ 
was never before known to \ie favour able to morals, 
f for the support of our cause at least, atoned for 
a public exposure of those rules,. Among the 
intioned, are those which prohilnt ' buying and . 
*s day* — ' dram drinking* — needless ' self-indulgence* 
together with those which enjoin ' almsgivjn^- 

6, t Ibid. 18, 19. t Syst Meth. Expos^ 15. 
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' abstinence* — and * fasting!* The rule on bunknptcieSf he, no 
doubt^ from personal feilingSf concesds. Be that as it may^ the jman ' 
who can gravely denominate rules against sabbath breaking, drunk ' 
ennessy intemperance, &c. * foolish ruhs,^ confessing at 4lie same, time 
tliat they are friends to morality, cannot but stand Idgh in the general 
esteem of his Majesty's subjects.*^ Another point to which it may be 
proper to advert;^ is that where the stripling says, * the iron chest in 
Conference, wherein the precious deeds of darkness are deposited, is 
another strong hold against which m^ feeble artillerif wiH be oT little 
service; for it is 4he Lord alone, who anointed Cyius to subdue 
nations, — and break in pieces the bars of iron«';{: Here we perceive 
a tacit acknowledgment to whom he belongs. For, if the Lord 
anointed Cyrus, and", through that anointing, Cyrus was enabled ' to 
subdue nations and break in pieces the bars of iron f and if this hero 
levels his feeble artillery against the iron chest of Conference, without 
producing the slightest impression, it is evident that the Lord is not 
his helper — that'it is not the Lord's zcork in which he is engaged, since, 
by his Almighty power, he could, even with the blast of a ram's horn, 
vihen blown by his anointed, shake the walls of Jericho. By whom, 
then, if the Lord has not girded him to the work, has he been 
ancHnted? I leave the members of the opposition bench, who, appa 
rently, are meditating an attack, to determine. 

'' Upon the whole, it should seem, that no man possessed of ge- 
nuine piety would employ such language as we have heard during this 

* Syst. Meth. Expos. 15. 
t After having delivered his Philippic against the above rules, Mr. D. 

foes on to ridicme the hymn which be^ns with — '^ A charge to keep 
have," (H. B. 306,) saying, " Moreover, being instructed to believe 
the following doctrine." As no particular ivord or line is named, as ob- 
jectionable, we take it for granted, the whole meets virith his sovereign 
displeasure. To gratify Mr. D. we shall reverse the doctrines and, tor 
the sake of the opponent, we shall style it Mr. DJs reading. 

The old reading, Mr. D.'s reading 

^ A charge to keep I have. No charge to keep I have, 

AGodto^orify, No God to glorify, * j 

A never-dying soul to save. No never-dying soul to tave^ 

And fit It for the sky." Nor^ it for the sky.* 

• Query: Would Mr. D. have it.AKtoffi»r AeBf 

X Syst. Meth. Exp. 32. 
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f ittiDg, or propagate such sentiments. These things proceeding from 
one, who himself has been a professed religionist, and, to use aa 
eartlily phrase, must be acquainted with 'all their ins and ouis/ 
cannot fail to ea^itend the influence of Asebes. People of discern- 
ment will be ready to jump to this conclusion, viz. That all who con- 
tinue to wear the garb of sanctity, are only waiting for an opportunity 

of ^hewing themselves to be what, in reality, this author is but I 

forbear, from motives of policy, to say what. True, it may be ob- 
' jected, that he has not, like most under my control, entirely thrown oiF 
the appearance of piety. ''^ But from what is past, we may give him 
credit in retaining it for our interest It was not till some time cifter lie 
iefl the Old Connexion, that he began to * Condemn' and ' Expose ;' 
and why? because he was making his discoveries in the New. No 
sooner were these discoveries made, than, perfectly in character, he 
begins — * You suffer yourselves to be duped by your Preachers, who, 
jou know, court the favour of the rich. Are you not pestered with 
ja&k who spend a great part of their time in gos^ipping amongst the 
rich people in Shields, for dinners, suppers, &c. while you, the mem- 
bers, are neglected if* Should he enter any other religious society, ;|: 

* His Lordship, doubtless, refers to Mr. D.*s exhortations to the Me- 
diodififts to pny for the assistance of the Holj Sbirit (Meth. £xpo5, ■:■ ^) 
And to bis own 8»p|>licatioDS ftr tlie Uesani^ of God Wod ^('^ > ^^ * al 
(MeUi. Cond. 24.). But be might lutve exculpated Mr. I>. fit^a. .i- 

imtation of extnordmaiy piety, seeing it is Only fcnr the aid "it 

purity of the outpourmgs <^ which he srpea&s so M'^tlenipti y, 
Jletib. Cond. IS. Besides to pray fbr tffe Mmdi^ ofGorf upon co - >. y 
wnAfoUdkxfd, isimpioks; and to expect tiutttiie Divme ^?h; wil' i- s 
pages so remarkid>ie for poverty frf tiddlect and Mm/ rf arguiinnf^ to - >e 
comtidiott of the m^titade, is ricKndbitf. We shall heg lesLve. therefot a, 
to pot Mr. D. nndar the tuiticHi of a beatfi^ : 

Kec Deus intfersit nisi fignos imidiee iiodiis 

Indderit — — ^ Hor. Afs l^oA. 191. 

NcTcr presume to make a God appear. 
But fiv abusuM^ Wofdij of a God. 

t Mctiiod. €oDd. 23. 
t *^ Nothing,'' sm Addison, ** that is not a real difiine miAces a man 
i^pear so conten^tiUe and littKe in the eyes of the irtekl as inomnist- 
eocy, especialfy ^vben it regards religion or party. In •efther of these 
cascSi» thoagii a man pobaj^ does but Im dx^ in dianging his ade, he 
not only is hated by tbo^elie kf^ but is aenom heaiSly esteemed by 
tbose be OiDMS «vcr UK 
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let ns hope, Aat it wffl be for similar purposes. Sucb^ ipdeefl, vm 
tile Tiews i/vfaich I entertain of thia ape of our great exemplar, 
wha, when oe«aaioB may require^ cai» * tBansform himself into an 
ai^e! of light/ thai, *ki additioa to the motiooy I should almost 
have been lei, bat fer respect to the honoraUe mover, to pro- 
pose his immediace etevatioB to Paj^Af 6ufer-Sergeant in one of our 
scouting parties. However, when I consider the instances of Vfltiity, 
falsehood, coneeaimeui, and implacability^ which have been brought 
forward by the noble Lords who have gone before, 1 cannot but 
heartily subscribe to the motion/' 

Language fails to express the approbation manifested at the close of 
tliis Speech. *His Majesty beckoning ^o Grammateus, requested a 
view of the Pamphlets. After turning over ii few leaves, he returned 
them, when 

Lord Acribss rose, md m»de his obeisance to the throne; on 
ivhose countenance dissent was visible. He seemed to say, 
' .-■ ' . ■ — :Whatever contraclicts my sense 
I bate to see,, and never cap believe.* 



Made up of nought but iriconsistencies.f 



He gabbles like a goose amidst the swan-like quire. % 
All was still, all was expeetatioii ; when thus he began to speak : 
'< No Sovereign can boast of a more harmonious coiincil than your 
Mqfesiy; for 'devils, mth devils damn'd, firm concord hold.' On 
this occasion, however, I am under the necessity of dissenting from 
those lArho have delivered their seotiments. Not that my dissent origi- 

" In these great articles of life> therefore, a man's conviction ought 
to be very strong, and if possible so well timed, that worldly advan- 
tages may seem to have no share in it, fiw mankind wiU thinl^ he 4oe^ 
not chfliige aides out of principle, but either out of levity of temper or 
.prospect of inteiest. Converts apd renegadoes of all kinds should take 
particular care to let the world see they act upon honorable motives ; 
or whatever approbations they may receive from themselves and ap- 
plauses ftaax these the^ converse with, diey may be very well assured 
that they are the acpxn of all good men, and the public marks of in&my 
and derision." 

*Hor. Art of Poetry, 188, by Roscommon, 
t Hor. Sat. 3. 1 1. v. ;8. J Dryden's Vir^l, Eel. 9. «6. 
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nates in any lukewarmness to tbe interest of Devilism ; for no noble 
Lord can be more desirous than myself for its prosperity; but in a 
conviction, that the author has not merited the honour proposed. The 
defenders of every system should be careful to maintain conmtency. 
If the system be good, the want of this will be sure to excite sus- 
picion if not rejection ; if bad, it will be sure to secure its speedy 
extinction. What would have become pf our caus^, had we suffered 
our various arrangements and proceedings to oppose and clash, like 
conflicting elements? Ere now, your Majesty's empire would have 
been totally subverted. Yet, in these pamphlets, comutency is not 
to be found. The very same ps^e, not unfrequently, contains its own 
refutation. But without any more prefatory remarks, I shall beg your 
attention to the following classification, promising to be veij sparing 
in my observations. 



ASSBRTIONS AND INSINU- 
ATIONS. 

1. * Those who wSifollofwmen 
in matters of religion, may expect 
to meet with the judgments of 
God/ (Meth. Cond. p. 3.) 



2* * ATaMjf are the iisadvart- 
l«^ attemiiHg the Coujmncez 
tW Circuits are dtprkud of the 
Fmudiftrt lnd»^urs fx t&re^ or 



Contradictions AND Incon- 
sistencies. 

1. ' The/o/foiwrrf of Mr. Kil- 
ham* are said to ' render them- 
selves unworthy the name of Kilr 
hamites/ and are m^ged to follow 
more fbUy, and ' to look at the 
sacrifices of their hoAtr* (Metli. 
Cond. 23.) Nordoes Mr. D.less 
exhort die people to foUow his air 
vice: 'be fiiBi — tbim yourselves 
into churches — do your own bu- 
siness,' &c. (ifaid. eS, 24.) Query; 
Is Mr. D. a wmmi 

2. What duadvamiago can tbe 
Ciraats suslaia iu de fmation 
of ^ lahomrs of ve^ wlio are 
represented as ' cvMBbiBed toge- 
ther to imcwie the J%iks of the 
fwpit* (ibaL 5) ■<■ ' who have 
■ot i omm on sematT (p. 9) — vho are 
« dumS dois^dtnfmwL doga, rreedu 
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ASSEBTIONS, 8CC. 



3. ' It is a hard thing to leave 
Conference tinth as much religion 
as they took;* plainly implying^ 
that they are possessed of some re- 
ligioHy seeing it is impossible to 
lose what they never hady and that, 
after all their declensions, they re- 
turn to their respective Circuits 
with part. (ibid. 6.) 

4. * The Preachers must know 
very little-of each others' conduct J 
(ibid. 8.) 



5. 'Thegrea^i&mai2£2 they have 
for Preachers makes them take 
young men.heiore they have much 
knowledge or experience.** (ibid. 8.) 



6. Mary of the Local Preach- 
ers are admitted to be * useful! -^ 
*' able ministers' — ^jpiotis and well 
informed.* (ibid. 8,9.) 



CONfRADlCTIONS, &C* f 

dogSf never having enough, and 
being more employed in the capa- 
city of commercial agents dian 
Preachers of the gospelf (p. 14.) 

3. These men of sotne acknow- 
. ledged piety, are charged^ with 

' altering the laws of Jesus' (ibid. 
7.)—* raising money by crafty me- 
thods* (p. 14) — ^ gathering filthy 
lucre together by infernal schemes^ 
(p. 18) — and 'in ' keeping a cor^ 
rupt system together."*^ (p. 14.) 

4. Though theyhave little or no 
knowledge of each others' con* 
duct, they ^ sit down,' at a Dis- 

. trict Meeting, ^ to investigate each 
others' characters.^ (ibid. 18.) 

5. * Hence we require to know 
exactly what work there is in the 
different Circuits for the Preach- 
ers, and to ascertain clearly whe- 
ther we cannot get ^ young man 
thrust in,* (ibid. 9*) Whatocca- 

^ sion is there for thrusting or im- 
posing in cases of demand? 

6. Without any exception, he 
says of the body, ' you are by 
other denominations considered as 
novices in religion, and indeed you 
really are so.f Few of you are 



* Whence is it/' Pascal asks^ ' that a lame man does not offend us, 
and that a deficient mind does offend us ? It is, because the lame man 
acknowledges that we, walk straight; whereas the crippled in mind main- 
tain, that it is we who go lame." Thoughts, 313. 

t Of the members of the Old Connexion, Mr. D. elsewhere says, 
" Thevc want of religious principles, aadthjsir appearing any thing or 
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7. ' The SafHteiiantl QiMirfer- 
<fa^ ^nore than tmce refused to 

' idneii&n* the- going out of a young 
"tHita pf^poied by the' PreaJ^^ to 
travd. In this c^ase, the'WCAn- 
l^ers 6( the board, it is eridtat, 
acted on die rule which re^(iiires 
their iippr^baiion.^ (ibid. 90 

8. ' The members are generaHy 
|X)Or> and can scarcely procure a 
Kvelihood for themsdves and ya- 
milies* (ibid. 12.) 

9- 'For from the'&osf of diem 
' even unto the gfeaiM of tbem, 
eviry -oneis given to covetautneu.* 
CtMd. i3.)t 



iO. Tht members ' sM&mfail 
tobave a regular trial.* (ifaid« 15.) 



CONTRADICTiOKt, i^8lC. 

like ApoUos, mighty in the Scrip- 
tures.' (ibid. 22.) 

7* At the Quarterly meetings^ 
^ the young men who they are 
abottt to send out lo travel, are 
•Ae subject of convenatiou, and 
upon tfab subject wonderful ie- 
> bates ensue, wfaicb in the end are 
only like a puff «f wind, the 
Preachers doingwhati iheg' think 
proper/'f ibid/ 10;) 

8. Brfore die period 18 finished, 
we are informed, tba^ bom these 
;kN>r'people, 'iiie. Pf«acher» have 
SL handsome salary.* (ribid.ll) 

9* These covetous people are 
said to support Preachers, each of 
vriiom, on ' a moderate cakulaiionf 
vedeives SBSL 17sw ^diper'staa.* k 
which sum, is an item of '45/. in 
premUs: (Sya.Melh. £aq>. 21.) 

10. As aooo^as 'Ae adpriii 
bosiness is done,' there are ^ m 
wuans of redress,* but ' the per- 



nothing in order to answer the views of their meroenary teadiers, are a 
strcttig evidence that the woid of God baa nevef oomeimiotfaem ' in 
ddAiaiMMtian and power.*" (Sya. liaCh. £qwa. 31.) ItVMJgbt be here 
lAqiiiiod^ if they mner bad the wonl of God preadied to them^ vhat 
flporadid Mr. D. preadi, wbenaLood Presdier among them? Or, ^^ 
poshig it to be the word of God in the id!ler, wbaUieonme of ita^cm^ 
~ * nobabljr anaAuiflii to Min. toL 1. 379* 

t Mr. D., in speaking of " caDiqg out Prcadiefs," savs, "there ai;^ 
afewPrettdbersinConfiacBoe, if they take them bythenjoid^ the busi- 
ness is doocw* (ibid. 8.) Boca be think diat these ^nv men (supposing 
him a mevobcr of die If ethodist Sode^ aran,) ooold, in oppott^on to 
the actfn^ members in Shields, <' jan^ffj^ Aaaoot?* 

X Acnass here takes it ftr gruM* as in other places, that, when 
Mr. IX emplfm Scrqitote in smppmi of his opmicBi^ 
tsbed in it ishis own. 



as 



tf ASSERTIONS, 8CC. 



11. There is 'not one out of 
Jive hundred of the members who 
knoz0 their discipline.' (ibid. 19.) 
' ITie Preachers have planted 
their power in superstition, by 
keepingthe people ignorant.' (Sys. 
Meth Exp. 14.) 



12. Relative to . the Leaders' 
Meetings, &c. it is affirmed, that 
* the expukion of meoEibers seems 
to be the most delightful part of 
the business/— that, to obtain ' evi- 
dence' against a person, ' no pains 
is (are) spared^— that ' the deposi- 
tions of two harlots have been 
known to be written down as 



CONTIIAPICTI6NS, 8CC. 

son, ere he is aware, becomes aria- 
thetnamarantha — So unscriptural 
are all the proceedings of these 
men.' (Methj Cond. 16.) 

11. It is * readily granted^ diat 
Methodistical ^publications have 
been extensively read; and as a 
proof that their poisonous effects* 
have been almost universally ex- ' 
periencedf it is only necessary to 
notice the gross superstition that 
exists among the Methodists.^ 
(Sys.Meth.Exp. 14.) The Preach- 
ers, notwithstanding their (fe^'re to 
keq^ the people ignorant, can 
make * 50/. per ann. by the sale of 
books;' (ihid. 21.) — a circum- 
stance, by the bye, which proves, 
that, since they are so very fond of 
money, (Meth. Cond. 14.) they 
would rather wish to diffuse knorsh 
ledge, than perpetuate ignorance. 

12. In the admission of mem'' 
bers, it is declared, that ' they 
are seldom opposed,' notwithstand- 
ing ' in the large towns they fre* 
quently know nothing about them/ 
that, ' when any of the Classesin-- 
crease rapidly, the Leaders have 
encomiums bestowed upon them 
for their zeal and success,' (Meth« 



\ 



^ On the poisonous effects of Methodistical publications^ we refer Mr, 
D. to an article in the Methodist Magazine for the present year^ p.. 37, 
thatis>^ for 1815. 

t Till tiow it seems to have been unloiowa that extensive reading was 
f9,yovaM9iXQ tuperstifion. 

K 



ASSERTIONS, 8tC, CONTRADICTIONS, SX- 

dbaqjes/^Biid that, with regard Copd. 15.) — that, m onler ' t» 
to immoraliiy, their language is, make one protelyte, they compaa 
' we ronst Jet the world see that sea and land^ — that the; ' twam 
we st^er ho such teork.' (M«tfa. about, uducing unwary soul*,'— 
Coo. p. 15, \Q.)* that the; ' rob' the Kilhamites of 

dieir ' Preachers and Members,'— 
and that the ' Dissenters of every 
description, and especially the 
members of the Eslablithment, are 
tfaeoi/ecftof their^^: and when 
the proselyte a made, he is two- 
fold more the child of kdi-'f (Sji. 
Medx. Expos. 12, 13.) 
13. ' llie matters of the sou/,' 13. The Mediodists are ad- 
it is observed of the MethodisU, nutted to be a ' teriovt peoplt,' 
' you consider of very little tm- employing a portion of tfieir time 
parlance' (Meth..Cond. 22.) ' in making arrangemeDti respect- 

ing praj/efHRwd'ngs,' (Meth. Cod. 
S 1 .y and ' ia rummng lo and /iro^ 
^OTseven mitesto lovefeasts.' (p-24.) 
They 'baujota- on fine serwam 
in a week, also attend cha-, 
prayer; and ^nd^neetti^, form- 



* Though Mr. D. evidently disapproves, as is apparent from the whole 
paragraph from whence the abore quotations are taken, of such rigid 
attention to diKipitrte >- not any thing to us can more f^ly prove their 
fixed determination to-be, to the uimut of their power, — a Holy Peo- 
rLK. So far, dierefere, are we from considering Afr. OxUy and Mr. 
Beal (for such we onderstutd are the perswM aBuded to) adptOU, (mak- 
ingallowancefor Mr. D.'s high colouting,) that a higher ealt^um could 
not be passed, though umdettgttedlif, upon two such " overseers of the 
i»ck of Christ" 

* i*.i.™.»^ t. — ,this^ that, wbenmemberarf aieStoHiiAfiWt', 

f any of the . D i f i wriM g churches they were at 
nt ^ hell, dnce it is by the simple change of 
the other they becmne /tM-fobL And what is 
Metbodista, as appears fimn the opposite CO- 
mtch are unwilUng to jhep their members. 
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14J It is intimated; and, indeed, 
mayl^ fairly tRferred from the con- 
nection in which it stands, that 
the author ^ withdrew himself 
from principhy from the Old Con- 
nexion, (ibid. £2.) 

15. In quitting the Kilhamites, 
he says, * you have conducted 
yourselves with christian forbear- 
once, leaviiig nae tojudge for my- 
self.' (ibid. 23.)^;^ 

16. In mentioning ' Speak- 
Truth's' publication, he remarks, 
' the sole purport of it appears 
t€> be, to destroy my reputation 
axxiong the Methodists.* (Sys. Meth, 
fljsp. 4.) Here he seems a little 
tenacious of their good opinion, 

17. ' Speak-Truth's' defence of 
J^ethodism, is termed, * A wicked 

^^^ack on' our author's ' character^ 

^^^^ceeding from ' a malignant 

JSfpirit! and only displaying a ^ w'aM 

of XhsXcharityj so much insisted on 

in the gospel of Christ.' (ibid.?.)*. 



CONTRADICTIONS, &C» 

ing altogether such a routine of 
devotion as was nje:oer witnessed in 
the apostolic churches! (Sys. Meth^ 
E^pos. 15.) 

14.tSo far fr((^ principle or 
conviction having any thing to do 
with his change from one religious 
body to another, that ^ it was 
principally through invitation lie 
went over to the New Connexion.' 
(ibid. 6.) 

15. ^ Strange to tell, when any 
opposes your Preachers, you rea^- 
dily assent in preparing war against 
such, and thereby render your- 
selves unworthy of the name of 
Kilhamites.' (Meth. Cond. £3.) 

16. The general tenor of both 
pamphlets is, to degrade the Com- 
munity. Why solicitous of the 
favour of those we hate? What 

right have we to ejcpect the smiles 
of those we oppose^? 

17* The Methodists, and espe^* 
ciallythe Preachers, are charged 
with robbery and swindling.^ 
(Syst. Meth. Exp. S3.) 



* It is really astonishing how Mr. D. could prevail upon himself to pen 

such language, with so many pages 6£ ihefotdest calumnies poured %tpon 

hundreds of Ministers and thousands o£ private Christians. Could we 

even persuade ourselves, that Mr. F. has mjured the character of his op- 

P^^nt, we cannot but ask, if such are h^ fedings, what must be the 
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IS. To the New Conuexion, 18. As a proof of his sincerity, 
hesti}-3, ' my prayerf to God is, he leaves ihera hvmelf; (Meth. 
that you may increase more and Cond. S3.) asd be ' intended to 
more.' (Sys. Meth. Expos, 13.) move' tiiat a number of others 
* should be immediately sent ahoat 
their busiiuts.' (Sys. Meth. Ex- 
pos. 12.) 

I9. ' Two boys at Kingswood 
orWoodhouse Grove Schools SO/. 
the Methodistic public nearly 45/. each, making in the whole only 



19. One individual, while at 
school, is estimated to have cost 



perann. (ibid. 20.) 

SO. ' We, too, would make our 
defence, but our opponents will 
not hear us/ (ibid. 30.) 



60/. (ibid. 21.) 

fiO. Ilie next sentence reads, 
' only mark the manner of their 
disputing and ows^ from which 
it is evident, they not only give a 
patient hearing, but a replif. 
" But, Sire, it would be tedious to follow lum through all his absur- 
dities. Of his disposition to crush Methodism, no doubt can be ea- 
tertained : nor can we doubt of the service he has rendered us. it is 
not to the disposition to help, but the nuumer in which he has helped, 
— not to the actual service done us, but the extent, to which I object. 
Ability a waning. His performances are not such as to war'"' ^ 
vote oi thanks. Were our honorable friend Grammateus to ev :fi .''. 
the records of this council, he would not, from begiiiuing to end, .'inu 
s siiq;!e instance in which a writer of such talents has received the 
honors proposed. Let us, then, not brii^ our intellects into contempt 
fay an approval of such jargon. It is only to a Hobbes, or a t'oUaire, 
that we should extend the dignities of this assembly. To me it is 
utterly astonishing, that there has been so little attention paid to pride 
of intellect. I therefore move, as an ameadmtmt to the motion, 
" ' That, instead of a vote of thanks, there be sent to liim, with all 
I letter of Advice and £ucouTagemad,—\\al he 



utk9 If it is crimiDal in the case of an indaidval, 
le case of tk<mta»ds9 
Mr. D. perfonn this pious ofGce throughout the 
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Ttmain on trials under the ti&tion of the Singing Birdi J. N-ght-Dg*l^^ 
— and that he be honored by having his Two Pamphlets bound up 
with die writings of Johanna SotUhcotty to whose productions they 
bear such ^nity in point of accuracy ^ style, punctuationy and seme' " 

This said, he sat; and expectation held 

His look suspense, awaiting who appeared 

To second, or oppose,^ 
Lord Peira noticed, that he never had known in the course of 
liis long and extensive practice, that unsupported assertions, however 
confidently uttered, ultimately served, any cause ; but, on the contrary, 
jnilitated against it, in the estimation of every person of penetration. 
They certadnly implied the want of reference and fact to establish 
them ; as such, doubtless, would be brought forward, were they at 
comniaiid*. In his opinion, they only furnished opponents with wea- 
pons to /break the assertor's head. That he had purposed to shew 
bow liberally the author had dealt in them, but, from their multipli- 
cation from scores to hundreds, he found it would require a reading of 
almost the whole of the Pamphlets over again ; a task which he had 
m disposition to take the trouble of performing, unless any of the 
noble Lords opposite requested his assertions to be thus supported. 
[Here a pause ensued ; and Brothem availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity of touching up the blue flame, which, through intervening 
clouds, was scarcely visible.] His Majesty signified that a second 
reading was unnecessary, — ^that all the Princely Peers received, with- 
out disputation, the*testimony of Lord Peira, His Lordship then se- 
conded the amendment, and retired to his seat% 

Sapience seeing another speaker rise, and struck with the peculiar 
expression of his countenance, was led to exclaim in the language of 
Menander, Ouros s^i yaXewTny yspm*f It was — 
Lord Bouleutes. In his visage might be read 
Commend not, till a man is throughly known : 
A blockhead prais'd, you make his fisiults your own.| 
It is good for human nature to know its own weakness. When 
mortals arrogantly presume on a strength they have not, they are 

* Paradiae Lost, book 2, line 417. ^ A cunning old weasel this! 

t Hor. Ep, 18. 76. 
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always in great danger of hurting themselves, or at least of deserving 
ridicule and contempt, by vain and idle efforts.* With a degree of 
archness in his looks, he thus began; " It has been observed with pro- 
priety, Sire, by hord jtcribeSy * that the defenders of every system 
should be careful to maintain consistency.^ It is equally necessary 
that they should possess respectable talents, — ^talents capable of rea- * 
soning with cogency, and drawing, at least from their own premises^ 
clear and logical deductions; so that, when occasion requires, which 
is not unirequent in reference to Devilism, they may be able to imi- 
tate Lord Moloch, of whom it has been sa^, he can 

• Make the worse appear 

The better reason, to perplex and dash 

Maturest counsels. + 
But, to me it appears, that the author of these pamphlets is as little 
burdened with reasony as any ope that ever brandished the quill in your 
Majesty's service. Had he not sometimes let drop upon hia paper 
the word reason, I should have been disposed to question his know- 
ledge of the existence of such a faculty of the mind. He attempts, it 
is true, to reas<^y but it is with such imbecility and inconclusiveness^ 
that, from him, die best of causes could only calculate on ' confusion 
being confounded.' However, that the members of this august as- 
sembly may be convinced that I speak from conviction, they shall be 
presented widi a few specimens of his incongruous method of discus- 
sing subjects. - 

" He insists upon the Methodist Conference being ' unscriptural ;* 
and then adds, * we never re^d of any thing resembling it, except what 
is recorded in the 1 5th Chap, of Acts.' Here we have the concession 
of a resemblance. ^ It is evident,' says he, ^ that they transacted busi- 
ness of a very different nature,' that is, to tlie business of a Methodist 
Conference. So much for the presumed^ac^ : but what is the proof $ 
Hear him speak. Among others, he says, * they were men who ha- 
zarded their lives for the gospel of Jesus.' Noble logic ! Now, it is 
certain that the Apostles did meet. For what purpose f In vain we 



* Lord Lyttelton. 
t There is nothii^ surprising in this quotation. Satan himself quoted 
Scripture^ Matt. 4. o. 
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look for tlie business in the paragraph. The man seems lost in a 
mist. He tells us they met upon ' business of a very different nature.' 
Ought it n6t to have been specified f Did the Apostles travel from 
different partd of the world — leave the respective churches — and bur- 
den the flock at Jerusalem, merely to shake each others' hands and 
stroke each others' beards ? in that very Conference we find there 
was ' mmh disputing,^* Disputing ! respecting what ? Not con- 
cerning the Church: for the author observes, * so far were they from 
adopting any plan similar to the Methodist Conference, or interfering 
with the Churchy they left the whole of the secular affairs to the mem- 
bers.f If, then, it was not with the Church, was it with the. State 
they interfered ? 

^^ A passage of Scripture is cited, and applied to Circuit Stewards ; 
who, it is to be observed,Nare ' not to be double-tongued, not given to 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ; their wives also must be grave.'ij: 
He informs his readers, that ^ Circuit Stewards are called, in Script 
ture, deacons y a plain: acknowledgment, that Methodism, in its insti- 
tutions, is apostolical. Not aware of this honor done to the body, he 
proceeds : ' so far from these men,* that is, the Circuit- Stewards^ 

• Acts 15. 7. 
t Meth. Cond. 6. " They left the secular affairs to the members." Mr. 
D. complains of the ignorance of the Methodists in Biblical Knowlecge. 
The following remarks will form a tolerable retort; and will shew that 
the plans of Methodism arfe founded on the word of God.— 1. The wetkly 
con/rt^^}» are countenanced by 1. Cor. 16. 2. — %. St. Paul stsLve orders 
respecting collectionSy 1. Cor. 16. I.— 3. Saul said Barnabas, both Minis- 
|ers, were in^rti^€£{ with co/2ec^207tJ^-— and collections too at their-own dis-> 
posal. Acts 11. 27-^0.-4. The Apostle of the Gentiles did not only 
order, and so set the collecting system in motion, but superintended the 
secular affairs, 1. Cor. l6. 4. — 5. Far firom the Peop/e judging it Improper 
that the Apostles should have any thing to do with *' money-matters," 
they even entreated them with the greatest earnestness to " take upon 
them the fellowship of ministering to the saints," 2. Cor. 8. 4. They ma- 
nifested no expression of fear in trusting men with their monev, whom 
they could confide in relative to their souls. — 6. The Apostles had even 
the appointment of persons selected, not by the Church at large, but by 
the disciples, for the management of certain collections ; Just as a Metho-« 
dist Preacher has the nomination, and, in conjunction with other officers, 
the appointment of a Tonm- or Circuit^Steward. ^^ Whom WB may 4P« 
FOiNT over this business." Acts, 6. 4. 

t l.Tim.S,8, n. 
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' answering the description^ given iii the passage cited, ' ihey, in the 
first place, must be enabled to advance a considerable sum of money 
to clear off the Preacher's board.'*- — * Not greedy of filthy lucre/ 
The Stewards do 'not answer this description^ that is, they are greedy 
oi filthy lucre. How is it ascertained ? Well, they are so generous, 
as, out of their own pockets, ' to advance a considerable sum of money 
to clear off the Preacher's board* Nor is this the whole ; but the 
advancement of this money is the Only proof advanced to shew that 
their wives are not grave. Let the paragraph speak for itself. [Here 
he was going to read, but was prevented ^th loud cries of '^ No I no! 
no! proceed in j^>eflA;iiig."] 

*' Part of a Mission Address is qaoted, in which it is said of the 
Methodists, ' their discipline is before the world/ ' This,' it is re- 
plied, ' is z falsehood, for there is not one out of five hundred of their 
own members who know it'f From this lo^cian, it should seem 
that a thing cannot be ' before the world/ because ^few individuals do 
not ' know or see it; because some either will not be at the trouble, or 
have. not the opportunity to examine it. Does it follow, I would 
ask any of the noble Lords opposite, that the works of this Pam- 
phleteer are not before the world — before the public, because they are 
unknown in Ireland and in different parts of England, and because 
numbers who have seen them will not honour them with a read'mg i 
Are our intellects to be degraded by approving of this as bearing the 
smallest affinity to reason ? However with this gentleman we inay 
shun the truth, let us, at least, pay some respect to our understand" 
ings. 

'* Public Schools are objected to as ' unscriptural/X and as pro- 
ducing a race of boys ' quite unwilling to become mechanics.^ Hence, 
the Pi^eachers' sons, who areeducatedat Kingswood and Woodhouse 
Grove Schools, ' go to be shopkeepers, surgeons, &c. and these situa* 



♦ Meth. Cond. l6. t Ibid. 19. 

t For a fuH account of the Ptti/tc j^c^oofr under the Irfifv, in wbieh the 
Sons (fthe Prophets mere educated^ and edocitted too at a distance from 
home, we refer to StilHn^eefs Orifnnes Sacra, 142-^153. Fifth Edit. 
A perusal of this work will, probably, in a future edition, prevent Mr, 
D. from condemning Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove Schools aa tm* 
scriptural^ 
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-" tioiui preveiit them fro«i asserting that iniipendence which is the piin« 
lege of every Englishman/ Besides, ' how can a parent bring up his 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, when he seldom 
sees them f* What are the inferences^ to be deduced h^re ? They 
are these : That children ought ntoer to go from home, as it is only 
under the immediate eye of their pi^rents that they can be taken care 
of; — that Public Schools, whatever they may be to the Sciences, are, 
as tliey produce an uu^'HHngness to engage in them, inimical to the 
Mechanical Arts ;t — and that Shopkeepers, whether they sell shoes or 
whatever else, together with Surgeons, are destitute of the independ- 
ent spmt of Englishmen. Hence, to secure independence, business 
(for every man is dependent upon his customers) must be laid aside — 
shops must be shut up — and the sick must die of their diseases. It 
follows too^ that the author himself, since his failure, has been a more 
independent character than he was when he had a shop, and could 
pay every creditor his own . If this constitutes a part of the^ S E c o N j> 
Edition, cobrected and improved/ what are -we to expect of 
his further improvement either in the black art or any other ? As an 
individual, I must coufess, that I despair of his becoming any thing, 
save a mere nonentity, beyond his awls wn^ends. 

*^ ^ Beware of covetousness,' isays he : ^ a great number of you mu9t 
be under the iqilupnce of thb vice, for the following reasons.* 1. ' I 
have been among you upwards of nine years.' 2., ^ YoU have acquit- 
ted yourselves in worldly matters with amaziqg dexterity, and specu- 
lated with corresponding success.' ]: 3. ' You know more Preach* 
ers.' 4. * You have attended more Love-Feasts.' 5. * You can re- 
late more MethpdisticsJ tales.' 6. Mf a person withdraw himself 
from among you, you change ypur opkioji respecting him immedi- 
iliately*V These are among '^the most important, I was going to say, 

* Meth. Cond. 20. Does not this imply that every Schoolmaster^ at a 
distance, is negligent resjpeoting the principles and morals of the children 
under his eare ? Wheire is the candour of the remark? Where the proofs 
of it§ truth? 

t It appears tibat Public Schools are favourable to the art of l^urgery. 

X It is no small comfort that Mr. D. allows '^ diligence in Jnuiness" mi 
the blessing o£ heaven v^^w Me^odi^tical exertions, Di4 he intend thi^ 
honor? 

{ MjBtb. Coni g2. 
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' reasons' assigned, but we must have a new tierm invented to {irove 
that the Methodists are avaricious. ' 

** The Preachers, it is affirmed, ^ are rapiacious after the un- 
righteous mammon/ Ta convince the world that several hundreds 
are thus affectied, he brings forward a Mr. B., who, according to 
statement, is said to have objected taan appoinUnent for Sunderland, 
because the people there refused to grant the extra allowance for him- 
self and children* Then, to grace his brilliant remarks, he compares 
the Preacher's conduct in refusing to comply with the requisition, to 
a Roman Catholic Priest who receives money for penances, absolur 
tions, and pilgrimages, — for lyins^ with women in churches, murder'- 
ing a layman, and laying violent hands upon a clergyman,^ What 
thesre things have either to do with Methodist Parsons^ or the subject 
in hand, is difficult to determine. If, to shew the public that be has 
read a Reply to a Popish Priest,^ is to be substituted for argument 
^nd fact, what is to become of Devilismf 

^' Were it necessary to demonstrate more fully his total incapacity 
for the work, I only need refer to his promise in the title page of hia 
second pamphlet, and how that promise has been fulfilled. It is de- 
signated *The System of Methodism Exposed,' and is com- 
prised in thirty five duodecimo pagesr. The^r^ page is set apart for 
the title; — the second informs those who may write tahim on the sub* 
ject of his Pamphlets, that, if they would havie attention paid to 
them, they must pay the postage, with a short notice to booksellers 
how to turn the penny ; — the third scoA fourth contain his reasons for 
writing ; — from the fifth to the ninth we have his reply to Mr. Speak- 
Truth's personal attack^ ; — ftom the mnth to the thirteenth Mr. Kil-- 

* Sys. Meth. Expos. 22. 

t Remarks upon the Rev. N. Gilbert's Vindicadoii of Popery^ by J. 
Slack, 13. 

X Mr. D.y in his title page, promises a refutation of the charges cm- 
tained in Mr. F.'s pampmet; but no charge, except on the groundof bare 
assertion, is repelled. He appears, in fact, to have met with a fate simi^ 
)ar to a name-'sake of his, but of different birth and nobler blood, of whom 
we were accustomed to hear when young: 

Our English archers bent their bows, * ^ 

Their nearts were good and true : 
At the first flight of arrows sent 

Full threescore Scots they slew. 
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iam* \9 eulogized znA defended, and his followers ex/ior/ed and odf- 
vised; — the seventeenth and eighteenth are devoted to the loyalty ot 
the Methodists, the present state of religion on the -continent of 
Europe, with predictions of the approaching prosperity of Popery; — 
from the twetUy^^h to the thirtieth we are furnished with a long ac* 
count of an uproar which happened at Ephesm about eighteen hun- 
dred years ago 4 — ^and froin page thirtieth to the end, with the excep- 
tion of the thirty-third, where he introduces a patched up peace, we 
have nothing but scraps, which only could be intended to dbe out the 
scrawl. When we thus find so many pages^ making an allowance for 
sentences of heterogeneous matter, whi^h, to say the lea^t of thera^ 
would «ven puzzle your Majesty to discover to what subject they be- 
long, filled with articles foreign to ^ The System of Methodism/ 
we must conclude that he had either very few corruptions to * expose/ 
or was utterly incapable of accon^lishing his promise. The whole, 
indeed, seems to vanish, scarcely leaving a wreck behind.'' 

This Speaker was loudly cheered by the oppositiomsts, and scarcely 
kad the ferment subsided when 

W^th that there came an arrow keen. 

Out of an English bow. 
Which struck Earl Douglas to the heart 
' A de^ and deadly blow. 

Who never spoke more words than these, 

'* Fight on my merry men allj^ 
*' For why? My life is at an end, 

" Lord Piercy sees mefidL" 

This newt was brouffht to Edinburgh, 

Where Scotland's king did reiffn. 
That brave Earl Douglas suddenly 

Was with an arrow slain. 

O heavy news! 

* Thoi^h we, in common with others, have our own thoughts respect- 
ing Mr. iSlham, we purposely abstain from entering into those parts of 
the Pamphlets relative to him; princip^y because it might be deemed^ 
uncharitable to quarrel with the dead— with diose who are incapable id" 
answering for themselves, and from a conviction of the controversy hav 
ing been settled before Mr. D. knew much about the Metliodi8ts.-»N.B. 
As Mr. D. assures the members of the Old Connexion that their '^polluted 
pens are not fit to inscribe Uie name of Mr. Kilham, (Sys. Meth. Exp. 12.) 
we can assure him, that, previous to our Vritlng this note, we used every 
precaution— and ^iped otir ^^ g«we 9«i2^ again and again. 
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C/>lKf> ti^/fM cWuned die attendoo of the comcfl. Sapioiie, m- 
feflirn^ fl</iii bi« ffirme die ^de of die qoefltioolK wasgoiBg totake^ 
f^mM litii refrain from rdies^mng die following fines : 

'^ Diytru4tfol seitte whh modal caaUoa speaks; 

It itill /ooiirf Aome, and short exclusions makes ; 

But rattling nomense in full volleys breaks. 

Prifte, where tiri^ fails, steps in to our defence^ 

And fills up all the mighty void of sense. 

Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow; 

Tlio ra»t ii all but leather or prunella.* 
Thik IfTtdKiimry wine always feel quite a different degree of ideasuFe. 
Id my wlil(*h tho truly wiie can reasonably enjoy. They look on other 
\m\iAp with authority; they dispute with assurance alnd confidence, 
wIiIIm \\\^ olht^i'M twnl modeit and diffident. — Opinipn camiot, indeed, 
inf^it^fUihfu'Up; but it makes them contented^ and somaintraBs the 
(MiiMoi^i wi(h rtiMion.'*t Sapience was prevented from proceediBg 
With \\w tvwmku by hiii liOrdship, who thus addressed hisMejesfy: 

^^ 't\i tJMi nt^utiuunUa of Lord MataioteSf relative to tbe/tinri/e and 
iI«m//)oj//o(I/i/ poimotitiihg all the diabolical inclination tf ttie mighty wd 
hmundth^ I rrndily subscribe: but when the thimks of this council 
nro |ii()|>ui«iHli a distinction should be made between intended and real 
fiiuiial und extensive services. If we do not discriminate, and ren- 
di^r to our subjects according to their actual merit, mortals will be 
diiiposed to undervalue our honors. Scarcely any thing is more 
c ouunon in the regions above than the failure of intentions, even when 
personal profit is concerned. Many have intertded'to be Kings, who 
have remamed Subjects ; — Bish^ops, who have lived and died hcdf- 
famished Curates; — ^nd menders of. Systems, who were never designed 
by nature for any thing higher than menders of slippers. Others have 
intended to be renowned Warriors] profound Philosophers, and cele- 
brated Authors, who have only b<^en prevented by a Vvant of courage 
fltod talet^s. Others, again, have intended to promote the interests of 
your Majesty's realm,- who, from the noise -they have made, and the 
consequence they have assumed, hav6 too easily passed the examina* 
tionofrafauy of the noble Lords; but when submitted to my inspec- 
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* Pope's Essay on Criticism and Man. t Pascal's Thoughts, Ji41. 
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tion, in ceitnexioR widi others, lia«& been found very shaBow* WHh* 
me it is an invariable maxim, that as noisy waters are never deep, so 
great pretenders are poor performers^ My first business, therefore, 
with those who offer their aid to your Majesty is to souni them, and 
ascertain l|ie de/Ak and latitude of their ivteUectual faculties. This 
trouble I have taken with the Pamphleteer on whose account the pre- 
sent congress is convened ; and my discoveries authorize me to say, 
that a more contracted cranium, and superficial understanding, have 
seldom eome under my observation. Grant him, for hb purposes, what 
encouragement you please : but I aver, that he neither possesses abilities 
' nor capabilities to merit your thanks. From a full persuasion of this, 
leannot bttt'Siippprt the ammdment: znA, as a supplement to the 
Speech pf the noble Lord who has just sat down, I shall beg leave to , 
shew the .perfect inanity of the author's mind. 

i* The Preachers, it^ is asserted, ^ assume a more absolyte auiho^ 
riiy than ever was attempted before by any arbitrary Priest in a Pro* 
teataot Chnrch/''^ Inquire into the extent of the authority so ar^ 
denliy desired, and you will be told that it ' resembles the authority of 
Bonaparte on the island of £/^.'t Now, his common sense, bad 
be possessed any, mi^t have informed him, that it was Hold privati&n 
of power which led to. the inqirisonment of the Ex-^Emperor in that 
island. He could not haive been more unhappy in his selection, to 
illustrate their )ove of dmninibn. If they seek for no more power 
than, what Napoleon possesses, we have very Uttle to do with them. 
Here, it is evident, his want 6f ability betrays our cause. 

'< On the subject of Chapels, he says, ^ I would ask those Rev. 
Sires, who gave them authority to alter the laws of King Jesus V 
These words immediately refer to what precedes relative to Chapels. 
But what laws Christ has left respecting Chapels, or what Ckristian 
Chapels^ere in existence in his time, 1 have yet to learn. Had he 
remained here, I should have been disposed to exercise some forbear- 
ance: but he advances one of the most powerful reasons for the con- 
duct of the Preachers, in securing Chapels, without even Aie, shadow 
of an argumeiit to oppose what is urged by the defendants ; from 
whence I infer his incapacity tor the work. The reason assigned for 

* Method. Cond. 6. t Ibid. U. 
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security is, ' as long as ttiis point U Secured, we are safe from innova- 
tions, and free from the distractions wliich have been the lot of other 
Churches/''^ Would ^y man, besides himself, have advanced a 
powerful reason for the policy of the measure, without a reply i It is 
a mark of weakness ; and is more deserving of censure than applause. 
But hear him out : 

'* ' Th6 examination of Preachers' characters in Conference can be 
nothiiig more than a mereform,^ Has he, it may be inquired, found 
out a method of doing things without forms? Perhaps his next dis- 
covery will be to articulate Without words, having given such proof of 
the possibility of writing without sense. Again, ' when we consider 
the extent of their Connexion, the Preachers must know very little of 
each others' conduct,'^ And yet, from the same page, it appears, 
that its extefit does not preclude & knowledge of each others' abilities; 
since the question * Has any one anything to say against this brotherly 
only gives the Preachers an opportunity of telling one another what 
wonderful men they are.*X How is this knowledge obtained i Doubt- 
less from report. And why are not their evil deeds reported i Either 
because there are none to bring forward, or because die spirits watch- 
ing those particular districts are not true to their diarge: and are 
trusty servants to be thus impeached by this ignoramus? 

*^ His courage and art, it is true, have been adverted to during this 
sitting, respecting the act of worming himself, like the order of the 
Jesuits, into different companies; particularly the meeting at Mil- 
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♦ Meth. Cond. 7. 

t Ibid. 7^ 8. The absurdity of this remark will appear at once, if 
we only take into view the union and economy of Methodism. The 
Preachers 6n the same Circuit must know each other. Their characters 
are separately examined at the District Meeting. Every thing worthy of 
the notice ^ Corference is noted down on the piatrict Minutes, and for« 
waxded to the Conference^ where on^ Preacher, at least, is found from every 
Circuit; or generally' so. — Does it follow, that, because of the distance 
of Tarragona from England, Sir John Mnrray^s conduct, whose trial is 
at present pending, could not be known to the British government P 
The subject may be illustrated by a thousand similar cases.' 

X Is there any absolute necessity for a man to say what he' has info* 
vour of a person, when he is iasked whether he has any thing against him ? 
Christian prudence dictates the simple answer^— Ko; an answer employed 
by ibe Preachers, in all cases of innocence. 
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bum Place."*^ But, alas! ia thb we only have to deplore hiir want of 
fortitude. Instead of pleading the privilege of a freeman^ in unison 
with his levelling ^steniyf he no sooner met with a slight rebafi; than, 
like one of thbse domestic animals used in the other world, he de- 
camped with his tail betwixt his legs. The bare noticing of a rule, 
by a blind man^ who could not possibly see his way to him, operated 
upon him hke electricity. True, h^ says, ^ I intended to move,'-^ 
and fnovehe did. j; But (to use the language of an honorable gentle^ 
man, in the House of Commons^ upon earthy when endeavouring to 



♦ Meth. Cond. 11, 12. 

t From Mr. D/s pamphlets at large, together with particular expres-i 
sions, such as *' keep your Preachers in their proper place," &c. &c. one 
would imaffine that he was for having {aU things common. The levelling 
system, hem in religious and civil society, seems, in these latter times, to 
have taken its rise about the same pehod. To enter fuUy into the sub- 
ject would require a separate treatiBe. We shall therefore satisfy our- 
selves with asncHTt extract from a conversation between Dr. Johnson and 
another person. ** Sir," said the Doctor, " there is one Mrs. M acauly 
in this town [London], a great republican. One day when I was at her 
house, I put on a very grave countenance, and said to her, * Madam, I 
am now become a convert to your way of thinking. I am convinced 
t^at all mankind are upon an equal footing; .and to give you an unques* 
tionable proof. Madam, that I am in earnest, here is a very sensible, 
civil, well-behaved feUow-citizen, your footman ; I desire that he may 
be allowed to sit down and dine with us.' I thus. Sir, shewed her ine 
absurdity of the levelling doctrine. She has never liked me since. Sir, 
your levellers wish to level down as far as themselves; but they cannot 
bear levelling up to themselves. They would all have some people imder 
them; why not, then, have some people above them?— ^Suppose a shoe* 
maker should claim an equality with him [a certain author aUuded to], as 
he does with a Lord, how he would stare? ' Why, Sir,' says the shoe- 
maker, ' do you stare? I do great service to society. 'Tis true, I am paid 
for doing it; but so are you. Sir: and, I am sorry to say it, better 
paid than i am, for doing something not so necessary. For mankind 
could do better without your l)ooks than without my shoes.' Thus, Sir, 
there would be a peipetual struggle for precedence, were there no fixed 
invariable rules for the distihction of rank, which creates no jealousy, as 
it is allowed to be accidental." Bosmelts Life of Johnson^ vol. 1. 420-5. 

X Does it not appear from this, that Hie forbearance of the Kilhamites, 
noticed in Meth. Cond. 23, resembles the forbearance of those who have 
bad quite sufficient of a man, and to give him up as incurable? "Let the 
reader ju<^ fw himself, by reading the whole of what transpired at 
Milburn Pkce. 
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pidlidie tM t>i8AflTEous bstrbat <:fa BritUh Cammmder,) it wm 
* to take up a less advanced positiauJ 

'' He observes^ ' about seven years ago 1 gave sixpence foi my ticket, 
on accou&t of whick the Pieacher gave me a severe r^rimand.'* 
The omis^on of this would have been of (essential service to our 
cause. People wfll perceive at once, that his fmbire could not pos- 
sibly be occasioned by Methodism, and that the MelbodiBts do not 
insist upon money, particularly the one shiUing per quarter^t to the 
expuhion of any member ; but will suffer a master shoemaker (for 
such he then was, and his circumstances were unknown^) to continue 
in Society at the expence of sixpence per quarter , that is, the expence 
of about a ball of wax and a bunck of bristles in the week. It i& his 
ardent desire to brii^ the Mediodists into contempt relative to their 
finabcial affairs, for which he will, unquestionably, be iqpjdauded by 
the whole of us ; but what he does with the one hand, he takes away 
with the other. He tells us, it must be acknowledged, that the 
Preachef ' nearly talked him out of anodier sixpence -J but wh^i we 
consider, that he was permitted to stand a considerable length of time, 
widi his hand, perhaps^ in his breeches pocket, hunting through a 
whole thicket of other coins, for the sixpence — ^die sixpence, which, 
as if conscious that it was not the period for its appearance, had hid 
itself; and when we consider, that he was suffered to decamp with 
paying sixpence only, for all tbeprivil^es of a member of the Me- 
thodist body, it argues patience and forbearance on the part of the 
Preacher, and voluntary contrU^ution on the psMt of the Member. 
For whatever the Preachers may ask or expect, tfaey can oidy receive 
what die people please to give. 

** The manner of rsusing monies is stiongly censured if s^d to the 
utter extirpation of Mediodist Parsons from the face of the earth, 
none of us can have the smallest ofcgectem^ B«t our emissaries, to do 
their work effectually, must aim at a part more vulnerable thah thio, 
if'ersons reading the panignqfih to which I refer, will maintain, that 
the Aposde declares the labourer is worthy of hb hire ; — d»t all other 
Sects, as the Rofnan Catholics, the Establishment, the Calvinists, the 
Ba^ists, &c. siJipport their Ministers by tithes, seat-rents, or, like 

* Meth. Cond. 14. t Ibid. 13. 
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the MethckfistSy by voiuniary contributiom ; — and that thefauthor him- 
selff -as a recommence for* his paltry services when a Local Preacher , 
frequefitly picked bare the bones proctired by the sweat of the poor 
colliers. Hence, diey will be ready to conclude, that the only dif- ^ 
ferenee between the Methodists and others, in raising monies, is, not 
in the yoc^ ox principle itself, but in the manner oi doing it. 

'^ H^re 1 cannot but notice part of the. Speech delivered by hord 
Aspondosy where we find the business of the hotel mentioned in 
high terms of prake. By viewing the subject in a- proper light, it will 
be found that we lose more by it thati we gain. The author publishes 
to the world, that, even in the Hotel, the Preachers could not desist 
from ' going through their .religious performan^es,^^ Notwithstanding 
his attempts to underrate the piety of these men, it plainly appears 
that their piety is such, that they carry it about with them wherever 
they go. They will suffer nisither timey place, nor company to divert 
them from the discfaai^e of religious duties. It is to be feared, that 
the multitude, instead of viewing them as ^ money-catchersy wilt be 
more inclined to compare them to Daniel, who, in spite of opposition, 
raillery^ or whatever else, threw up his window, and kept close to. 
his God. Had the Preachers been represented in such a state of in- 
toxication^ as to render them incapable of praying or transacting the 
business' of the District, the honour of Devilism would Imve been • 
maintained. To crown the whole, having been but just touched on , 
the snout by * Speak-Truth,' he, like a snail, contracts his hom6, and 
says, * it is true the whole of the business was not transacted at the 
Hotel.'t We may judge from this^ the credit which will be given to 
his testimony by mortals. 

** llie Philippic against Mission-Meetings, noticed by Lord Ase- 
hes, has met widi loud applause. Pardon me in asserting, that there 
is no occasion for such triumph. The long-headed ones in the regions 
we have lately left must know, that ' the missionary business' can 
* open' no ' bright prospect for an increase of property in diifei^nt 
parts of the world.' j: It is a feet clearly ascertained by them, that, 
in many of the heathen nations, there are neither pockets nor pence. 
From such necessitous poor there can be but a slender return to their. 



* Meth. Cond. 17. t l^st Meth.3>q>. 23, 24. % Meth. Cond. IS. 
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et^Jers; all raugt be pute imtlay. The work, too^ of eeangdi&alum 
Md deilizatiou is known to be shw^-ffrogresme ; the men, dierefore, 
at pnsmt employed can expect no retnm in their day: and hence die 
tindesigned eiilogiuin oi phUantkropy and disinterettediiess, raerelj 
through the inadvertency of the author. Tlias their ' prospeds* sure 
so ' bright* that they are unable to see them to die end of life. Re« 
collect, also, they are exhibited to the ¥r<n'ld as giving present pay 
and present labour only for ' prospects*-^* prospects^ without the eer^ 
tainty of enjoyment. — He then proceeds to exhort * them to foOow 
tile example of the Apostle, who went not in die line of odier men's 
things, but went among the heathen ;' an example diey are actually 
imitatiBg, seeing the collections are chiefly f(» die heoihen, 

" Such, indeed, are die talents of the auditH*, that he comn^him- 
^Uf and, of consequence, our cause, page aft^ page. [Loud cries 
• ef ** pro(fl proof r from two or du-ee voices.] Very good ; the noble 
liOrds shall be instandy indulged with (acts. Hear him speak forfaim- 
aelf : ' You knowl was ahmys an advocatefor the reform begun by tbs 
memorable Kilham/* If always, consequendj he ftas an advocate 
for it when a member of die Old Connexion* is not diis an open 
' avowal of his hypocrisy^ lake the wateraum, we behold him looking 
one way and rowing another, Fiddi^ to cur cause, and the tiibute 
due to bis own character, ou^t to have enjoined secrecy. But nei* 
dier he nor I are to stop here. He takes care to blab it ou^ that he 
was a Local PrcocAert in the Old Connexion, and chains * those 
zealots with an aptaess to forget his femnerarmces.'l: Thus he evi^ 
dendy regrets a want of remuneration for personal services. Wbat were 
those services i He could only serve diem by aiding thdr desitrns. 
What are &eir designs? Read his own exposure at them t — catching 
fnoney^stea ling chapels- bobbing churckes—deoaurit^ men*s sub- 

♦ Meth. Cond. 23. t Ibid. 14w } Syst Meth. Enoa. 24. 
§ So desiious is Mr. D. diat money diould be thought tfaeprindpal 
thmg, he asserts ^ thi^ cash matters are^^ olfbuM ^ in Diatn^ 
ings, (Meth. Coild. 170,^^d that it is not till ''after ^Jaiigue of money- 
matters is over, they sit down to investigate each others' characters." 
(ibid. 18.) Instead of being ibe/trst, money-matters aie nearly the last 
things attended to. Mrhen tfaey oome on at a more early stage ofdie 
meeting, it is merdy to iicaNonnoda^ the Circnit Stewards, who axe rf- 
quested to be present, iand who^ instead of having their " pockets emptied," 
attendtosee, nothowlAorimm, but die 5^ietete'im<mey is disposed <^--- 
Queiyi should not the word,^i%ae be rendocd "^ £fi^ to keep up 
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$tane0 < ^m a king ihose who were formerly oixs^old rvvo^fald the ehil* 
dren af hell — and bartering souU.* These designs, according to his 
aecouBit, he must have approved: nor has liis approval ceased^ aaia 
fluffidendj clear from his clamours for pay»te»^--4he wages ot gratitude* 
'* Mr. ' SpeakrTruth>' says our Scribe, ^ wishes to insinuate^ that^ 
by the commissioo <rf two criaies, 1 became obnoxious to M^thodisM 
6c censure, to avoid which I withdrew from one Conneidon to join 
the other.' t Though Lord Acribea hast noticed the connectitm in 
which this passage stands, 1 cannot forbear considering it in another 
point of view; that is, as a weakness. What is the reply to the 
charge? It is just at hand : ' so far from this being true, it was prin- 
cipally through invitation I went over/ Speak-Truth affirms hbwUh'^ 
drew; he maintains he was invited. Does it follow, that a man can^ 
not be withdrawn through invitation'? Happy would it be if it ended 
here; but the ^ two crimesf 9xe not even so much as denied* It it 
granted, be says, he had been^fe j^rs in a public capacity ^ in the 
New Connexion, without amf charge of immorality. Is it a thing of 
course, that because a mai) has not been publicly charged with Crimea 
for tlie space tAJive years, he has not been guilty of private immorc^ 
lities ? By tlus mode of reasoning we ishould lose pur hpld of every 
secr^ sinner. Or, iff it thus we are'to prove, that because Peter had no 
charge of immorality preferred against him for the space €^ Jive years 
after the death of Christ, he did not deny hiiyi with oaths and eurses 
during his life^f As far as the seventh page, in feet, there 19 not the 
smallest argument used in refutation of any of Speak-Truth's charges. 
What will be the consequence i The latter will be credited before the 
former, and Methodism will gain the day. 

'^ The falsehood relative to the salariesX of worn-out Preacfaera, so 
called, ha9 been a^ongly recommended by hord Pseuses. It would 
be no small gratification to me, to hear what adva^itage we have 
gained by it, In the very same place he informs lus readers, that the 
Preachers have ^ the prospect of independencyf and ^t independency 
is founded on thirty guineas per ann. provided they travel thirty years. 
The noble Lords opposite cannot but know as well as I, that die in^ 
habitants of the terraqueous globe will be ready to ask, ^ Would the 
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consistency, as the l^eadbersare said to be so fond o£ money f Can a 
jniser be more hapw^ than when among his gold? 

* Syst, Meth. Eiqpos. 38, &c. t Ibid. 6, | Ibid*^, 7* 
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* hard-hearted fellow have them go to the parish? What! after having 

* been thirty years engaged in ' catching money/ have they (>nly been 
' enabled to reaU%e thirty guineas per ann.? Surely, had they answered 

* the description given, iimtfunds^ instead of affording thirty, (which, 
' by the way, will do little more than keep them from starving^) would 
' have overpowered their dazzled eye-balls widi a thousand guineas per 
' ann. With all their infirmities about them, they had better die in 

* active service, with com/br^afcfe' allowance. And, to obtsun this in- 
' deperidemyy they must pay, both before and after their cessation from 

* hard labour y the sum of one guinea per ann., and latterly one guinea 

* and a half together with ten guineas entrance, A Fund so strong as 
' tQ bid defiance,* ought certainly to afford a greater income to its de- 

* pendents than the sum stated.' Such will be the language of our ad- 
versaries. 

'' Speak-Truth, it is affirmed, ' informs his readers that I have re^ 
ceived &vours from persons of whom 1 have^been unmindful.' t He 
endeavours to rebut the charge as far as the twentieth line of the pa- 
ragraph* But how i ^y recrimination ; or rather by telling his read- 
ers, that others, viz. the persons to whom he is under obligations, liave 
gotten rich, fat f and have prospered. A new way this of rebutting 
the charge of ingratitude! 

" ' The doctrine of free-will/ it is said, ' has and ever wSl lead to 
fatal errors in the Church, and fully prepares the way for the prac- 
tices of a corrupt Priesthood.' j;- It must be known, among men, that 
an enslaved is more in danger of Priestly power than a free rsnlL 
What influence can Priestly power have over nfree people — a people 
free to do what they judge proper? Our present condition proves that 
we mere free to fall ; and his own change of conduct and opinions 
would almost prove himself to be z&frte as the air. 

<< We have an account of a Methodist Conference, held at Man- 
chester, 1799, in which the Preachers stood up, to signify their at- 
tachment to the Old Connexion. § During the service a voice was 
heard crying out, ' Come and pray for a soul in distress.' The whole 
is illustrated by an ' occurrence which took place at Madrid. Alter a 
fiery sermon had been delivered against the French fashions, in vlhich 

* Syst. Meth. Expos. 31. t Ibid. 8. % Ibid. 1^ 
§ Syst Meth. Expos. ^8, S9« 
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liie Monk denouncf^ temporal and eternal pumshment on all who 
adopted theia^ the congregation broke up ; at that moment a feniale, 
wearing a transparent veil, happened to pass by, whom they instantly 
sidzed and literally tore in pieces.' By reading this illustration, one 
woidd be really led to imagine (for such is the association of ideas,) 
that the Preachers^ after hearing Mr. B., went forth in a body— 
swept the streets of Manchester of every female, who is supposed to 
have taken shelter to preserve her cup, bonnet, and veil; and that they 
begaax to abuse the persons of the-Kilhamites, pull down their Cha« 
pel9> and rob them of their estates. What will be the astonishment 
of the inhabitants of that large and populous town, when they read 
this ? . Will their recollection not hurry tliem back, and their imagi- 
nation again figure to them the Preachers, after Sermon, engaging 
with die officiating Minister in singing and prayer — going to their re- 
spective lo^ngs — ^praying with the families — ^retiring to rest — and, in 
the morning, returning in peace to Conferefitial businesi? What 
can we expect from a man who, in other instances besides this, fails 
in the illustration of his subject ? 

'^ Finally,at is intimated that, with regard to Methodism, ' we can 
scarcely expect a radical cure, without striking a decisive blow.'"^ 
That bloWy in his Jlrst pamphlet, he intended to give. Yet, after 
Iiavii^ ' struck the decisive blow,' we hear him complaining, in 
his second attack, of his ^feeble artillery/ and saying, ' I am afraid 
little impression will be made upon the corrupt system itself.' i- Here 
is, unquestionably, a self-^exposure of inadequacy for the task. If, 
then, the author himself tacitly acknowledges his unfitness, aiid there 
are such evident proofs of it in his compositions, why attempt to im- 
pose a being so insignificant on the notice of this august assembly?" - 

His Lordship retired to his seat amidst the animated applause of 
the oppositionists, which was responded by tt number on the other 
side of the dungeon. That instant 

Lord Lamuros stood up, and requested the indulgence of the 
council. He stated, in his usual laconic manner, that he had ex- 
amiued the Pamphlets, aiyi attended to the Speeches which had been 
delivered : and the result of the whole with him was, that an inquiry 
^uldbe instituted, to know whether the author was really sane — that 

* Meth. Cond. 5. t Syst. Meth. Expos. SI, 32. 
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h, right b his upptir ap^tments. For should be be found defective 
there, the business would drop ; since such a being could not be ac-* 
countable for either his o^or^b or acetous; ^iiseqUen% tiuioce^^, and 
none of theirs. 

Sapience seeing a number of Lords rising at the same twe, asked^ 
^' Is congress closed?" Ere the reply could be given^ ht» Mof^sty 
announced as the next Speaker, 

Lord Apis ton, who, from hia station, clearly evinced tfaat be 
was going to support the original niotion« He begun wkb^ ** Sm^ 

'* This night a Douglas your protection claims « 

Strong is his rage, and bitter his resentment 

We are his debtors ; and his high desert 

O'ertops our gratitude. 

His friend I am, and be not you his foe. 

I will protect him, and that with all my power; 

Who, with a father's fondness, loves the boy* 

It does behove me instant to declare 

The worth of Douglas, and assert his rights. . 

O my well-belov'd ! O Douglas ! ^Douglas ! * 
^ There was a ^riod ever dear to the remembrance of Devils^ whea 
the Bible was carefully withheld from the public ; and when^ to. poa^ 
9e8s it, was deemed a crime meriting. fire and £aggot. Those days of 
Ignorance and superstition are gone, and their i etui^n appears »ore 
hopeless than ever. You, Sire, and the iPeers of this realn^ are 
sensible how much that department of our common interest, com- 
mitted to my care, has been recently injured by the distribution of 
Bibles. The formation of the British and Foreign Bible Society ha» 
given infidelity such a stab in the vitals, that I begin seriously fo af>» 
prebend its former health and vigour will never be regained. It is the 
opinion of many, indeed, that infiddity is inn galloping consumptioo. 
Your M'qjesty has witnessed the convulsive agonies into which 1 have 
been thrown, and how repeatedly hell has resounded widi the groana 
extorted from me by the exertions of that Society. From its increase 
ing prosperity, it is evident my reign upon earth is hastening to its ter* 
mination. The only hope of protracting my influence among men^ 
depends on the Bible being brought into contempt. This is it which 

* Petachied parts, apparently, of HoME'e l\t»g0dy iff Douglas 
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4$il»][>e8Sft tiie tb approve of any measure cdculated to lessen the i-egari 
of mortals for the Scripturesi should the measure even originate wiHi 
a person of ordinary abilities. 7he use this author has made of the 
Bible must lead more or less to its degradation. Scarcely a subject 
is broached by faim^ however mean, but different texts are dragged 
forward to support, illustrate, and embellish. Can we doubt the re-* 
suki Pressed into such a service, will they not be contemned, and 
•their deler«ninate meaning rendered vague and suspicious i There^ 
fore, though I am free to confess that the noble Lords for the amend- 
nent have expressed correct notions respecting his talents, yet as the 
promdtimi of my interest does not depend upon these, I consid^ it 
my duty to support the original motion. 

Lord OIigoria was rising— ^but the clamour for vote was i so 
-violent that he was unable to obtain a hearing. 

His Majesty commanded silence, and read the amendment from 
tfaedirone, which was carried by a considerable majority; conse- 
4}uently, the motion for Thanks was lost. Having calculated upon 
the amendment passing, his Majesty had previously instructed Gram^ 
mateas to draw up the' Letter of Advice and Encouragement, which 
iie was called upon to read. With promptitude he complied with the 
i-equest, firdt reading his own introductory letter. 
"Sib, 

'' 1 am instructed by his Satamc Majesty y my Imperial Master, to 
inform you, diat having convened an especial council of his devoted 
Peers, to ascertain the merit of your services, 

'^ It was resolved, after deliberate discussion, that a letter 
of Advice and Encouragement should be addressed to you ; which I 
herewith have the honour of transmitting. Accept, Sir, the assur- 
ance of my high consideration, and believe me to be with all due re- 
spect, 

** When required, 

" Grammateus." 

(Private Secretary.) 

*^To James D GL — s, late Lay Preacher, Milbum Place, 

"Greeting. 

" The spirit and dmgn of your maiden works are highly approved 
of by us. As we are ever ready to encourage those who are disposed 
to aid our cause, we desire thus to make known to you our esteem for 
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jfour intentions, and assure you that siny future endeavours to befiietid 
iis shall meet with all possible respect and the earliest attention.* 
But as you are youngs and not extensively acquainted with a variety 
of subjects essential to the interest of Devilbm, we take the liberty 
' of offering to you a few words of necessary advice : and when you 
consider it as the advice of those who have had the advantage of ihow- 
sands of gears' experience, we are fully, persuaded that it will be received 
with alt the deference due to superiors. — 1. Be cautious how you write^ 
The propriety of this will appear from the following observations rela- 
tive to your Pamphlets.i We frequently meet with — * in my opi- 
NiOM't it is so and so. Though oxe^dmire the arrogance which is visi- 
ble in this, yet it may be ultimately rather injurious: for should mor- 
tals^ on inquiry, find that it is only the opinion of a ^ brokenrdown 
shoemaker, it tnay fail in' its influence with them. Could you substi- 
tute OUR for MY, or roundly assert, it is the opinion of all sen- 
sible persons, it would doubtless be more imposing. 'Nothbg,' 
you say, ' could have induced me to come forward in this public 
manner but absolute necessity J Now, as you have some eagle-^yed 
men to deal with, they will be ready to associate ypur> late bankruptcy 
and present poverty with your authorship, and insmuate that your ne- 
cessitous condition is the cause of your appearing before the public. 
You also speak of ' removing the scales of ignorance^ which have so 
long beclouded their understandings. From this it might be infened, 
that these scales were never seen before, and that no fellow-Iabourer 
had ever been employed in the work, which might ofiend some from 
whose pens we have derived frequent aid« Nor is it less a foUy to 
' depend on Almighty God for assistance,' when performin^otir work ; 
but, like a friend, place your dependence where it ought to rest. — 
2. Be judicious in the phrases you employ. You make use, for in- 

* It has been already noticed that Mr.D. has complained of the Metho- 
dists being umnindful of past services. The same complaint caimot be 
urged agamst the Belzebubtan CounciL They have not only attended to the 
past, but promise fair for the future. 

t '* Opinion disposes of every thing. It denominates^beauty^ justice, 
and happiness^ which are all the world can afford. ' I should be very glad 
to see an Italian book^ of which I know only the title, which is itself worth 
a multitude of books^ Delia Opinione, Regina del Mundo: Of 0|>i« 
nion, the Queen of the World. I subscribe to this without knowing it, 
if there be no evil cloaked under this title." Pascal's Thoughts^ 24/2. 
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itsindey df the term' according to iiEl>6ltT/ Now, as little Cre^ 
die is given to reports, would it notbe more valiant to say, Accord- 
ing to'Vact, or from dUR certain knowledge f When re- 
ports are reta'led they should always be made as vile as possible, that, 
5vhen a gredt deal is subtracted, something tangible may remain. But 
nse them sparingly; We, according to report, have been made worse 
dian we really are t nor can you be a stranger of what repott could 
say of you-^but hush ! this among ourselves. Again; in reference 
to Preachers^ claries, you say diey 'May cosV such a sum. Those 
who are disposed to think favourably of theni, will perceive that they 
* may' 720^ cost the suin, or even the third of what is stated. How 
much more courageous wotilcl it have been to have written, 'they 
DO COST THE PUBtic SO much !' Besides, if the word may is to be 
cfmployed, it would be as easy to write thousands as hundreds^-^-S. Be 
guarded in your assertions. Take btie example from many^ You 
charge the Preachers With ^ swindling chapEIs f^ou the kil^ 
HAMiTEs.' We confess, that yoUr labours would be but ill remu- 
nerated by ajine for a libel, ot a conspicuous station in the pillory. 
Yet, by such assertions, you commit youri^elf to their power ; and, 
as you affirm * they are tolerable proficients in Idw^ and a ^few hun^ 
dreds of pounds are^ by them, * considered as no object^ prudence h 
required. — 4. To conclude : Pay a little attention to logic / learn to 
illustrate a subject ; and try ^ if possible, to improve your endowments. 
To aid your studies, we would recommend Ozell's Art of Think- 
ing,^ and LacJ^ingTon^s Life; but especially the latter, which, 
vvith our friends, is a favourite work. These hints are sufficient, and, 
if attended to, your improvement will be manifest. 

** Given at our Imperial Palace, this 14th night of I'ebruary, 18 15, 

'' I the King, " Beelzebu^.* 

The Letter being approvedl of, Was ordered to be forwarded immedi- 
ately. Lord Drimys, referring to the second page of each Pamphlet, 
where it is observed, that Letters on the subject must be post-paid, sug- 
gested the propriety of franking it; which being done, it was com- 
mitted to Grammaiophoros, one of his Majestj/s special mes^ngers. 

* Is this work recommended by his Majesty, in prefereifCe to Watts' 
Xogie; because of Papistical principHes vad hatred of heretics f ' 

H 
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The infernal Monarch descended from his towering throne, which 
was a sufficient indication to bis Peers that the Congress was dissolved. 
They instantly took their departure to their different provinres : and 
some of them winging their flight in the diction where Sapience had 
taken his seat, he looked for his protector, butlo^he was' gone. Agi- 
tated with fear, he started from the rock; and thus, roused from 'his 
. Vision, he found himself in his library. Having no disposition to re- 
* tire to rest, he turned to hb books, and seeing Montgom£By's 
*' World before the Flood'\ took it from the shelf, and opened on the 
following passage : " Here is a large web of fiction involving a small 
part of Scripture ! Nothing could justify a work of this kind, if it 
were, in any way, calculated to impose on the credulity, pervert the 
principles, or corrupt the affections of its approvers. Here then the 
appeal lies to conscience rather than to taste, and the decision on this 
point is of infinitely more importance to the poet, than hb name among 
men, or his interests upon ^arth. It was his design, in this compo- 
sition , to present a simihtude of events, that might be imagined to 
have happened in the first age of the world, in which such Scripture 
characters, as are introduced, would probably have acted and spoken, 
as diey are here made to act and speak. The story is told as a para- 
ble only, and its value in this view must be determined by its moral 
or rather by its religious influence on the mind and on the heart. Fic- 
tion though it be, it is the fiction that represents truth, and that is 
truth. Truth in the essence, though not in the name; truth in the 
spirit, though not in the letter.'' These remarks were enhanced in 
value, when Sapience recollected that Poets in general adopt the same 
plan, and that even his Lord and Master u»ed pambles to give 
point to instruction. He then ran over in his mind a long list of 
works in justification of Mr. Montgomer^sremwrks; among the end- 
less number of which were, Milton's Paradise Lost, — Dr. Jonn* 
Bos^s Rasselas, — Fenelon*s re/ewiacAii5,-^GESNBR's Death of Abel, 
Klopstock's Messiah, — Bodmbr's Noah, — ^Rowe's l^ers from 
the Dead* to the Living, — ^Bernard's Isle of Man, — Bunyan's 
Holy War, PilgrinCs Progress, and Visions of Heaven and Hell, — 
DeToe's Robinson Crusoe, and History of the Devil, — Macgowbn's 
Dialogue ofDevtls, — Rowland Hill's Sale of Curates, &c. 8cc. 
&c. 8lc. '^ Some of these, and many more not named,^ said he, '^ were 
men of real piety; others, though perhaps n{^ experimentally acquaint- 



ed with r^Siffon, had a strict regard fot truth; and others agun^ were 
men of splendid genius, solid judgment, and extensive learning," la 
this way he vindicated the relighn, the principles, and the talents of one 
of his favourite poets, the author of the '^ World before the Flood." 
Thus ends tha^rs^ book of THE Visions of Sapience. 



Postscript. The Visions being ended, we deem it necessaiy 
to noticeiBi few inquiries which the reader may be disposed to make^ 

ffhy attempt to answer works which are acknowledged to be so miser^ 
ably defective in every thing essentiid to an author? This inquiry 
has considerable weight. But something, it should be observed, is 
due to the public. An effort has been made to deceive them, and to 
sink in their esteem a considerable portion of the christian community, 
with whom they have to do in civil life. Where the authox is known, 
and among diose who, are familiar with Methodism^ we are by no., 
me^ns anxious respecting the result. At a distance, however, and with . 
those who are but partially acquiunted with the System Condemned, 
his assertions and misrepresentations may be received, and therefore 
need refutation. It will not be considered satisfactory to the public^ 
to say, " He is too low for attentioa*" They may reply, " It is pos- 
'' sible for a fool to speak the truth; and if his testimony is not con- 
tradicted by those who have it in their power to falsify what he has 
afiirmed, we owe even fools the respect to admit their evidence." To 
expose imposition and preserve the credylous from its consequences, 
cannot be an useless labor. 

Pudet h»c opprobria nobis 

Et dici potu^se^ et non potuisse refelli. 

Ovid. Met€tm. 1. 758. 

.To hear an open slander is a curse; 

But not to find an answer is a worse. 
It should be observed too, that sometbing is due to Methodism, 
The System, its Preachers, and the Members, have been held up to 
infamy; under the pretence of zeal for the purity of religion. Hence, 
they ought to be justified. Finally, something is due to the author, 
who, as a calumniator, ought not to be allowed to spit his venom 
with impunity. He has been a bad boy and ought, to be whipped. It 
is neither weakness nor wickedness, that should induce us to q>are the. 
rod. His puny efforts have been sufficiently noticed: and from these, 






Ifre cannot forbear estdaimiogy in the lai^uage of the Latin motto on 
the title page^ 

** Wert thou a Kan, tow wouldst thou then behave P^ 

He, however^ has been leniently devit with ibis time. Should he 
have the temerity to suffer himself to be tied to our post again, he may 
expect Criticos to perce him tkraugh ond through, and Castiga- 
TOR to peel his bark and hantmef' his hide. 

Why should two persons answer oneattthor in the sanuiwofk? We 
iiave scarcely any other plea besides ^that of expedition. Seeing the 
necessity of a speedy reply, and having a variety of other avocations to 
Uttend to, it was agreed that each should give a small portion of time 
to the work, to expedite business* But why apologize heref We 
have instances of ^a^, three, Kaifour different authors, in separate 
Pamphlets, answering the same work. It is only uniting, therefore, 
in the same reply ^ the works of two different men. Indeed, it seemsr 
now becoming rather fashionable to see a title page adorned with two 
names. Hence, we find a Bbausqbre and LrBNFAiiT's Introduction 
to the Readingofthe Holy Scriptures — ^Bogue amJBsNNETT's His^ 
tory of the Dissenters, — Good, Gregory and Bosworth's Panto^ 
hgia, — ;HoDGso|( and Butler*s Translation ofLucien Bonaparttfs 
Poem. And why not The Fisiohs of Sapience, by Criticos and 
Castigator i Fare Uiee well for the present* 



EXPLANATION OF THE NAMES. 



ACKIBES, from ttMGieek, aceunOt or coMMenf. 
AGEIRO, Ditto, togtBOurtogeOier. 
APISTON, Ditto, h\fidd or trnteNAtfr. 
ASEBES, Ditto, ImpioM or ttf^wffjf. 
ASPONDOS, Ditto, inmlacabU- 
BEELZEBUB, Ditto, Prince qfOetMt. 
Ditto, in die Hctorew, Lordqfdtmg' 
BOUS,fiaaiihsQKA,a$ounaingUne, totryfke 

BOULEUTES, Ditto, acmimdtor* 
BROTHEUS, iht son of Vulcan and Mkterva,who 

threw hbrnt^fisno Mmad Etna, becauge hewu 

d/tfofned* 
CASfVU^ATOVi, from the Um, one who ^uHttt. 




CRITICOS, from Ote Gnde:, iTdboerwr, a erfiNBb 
DRIMYS, Ditto, jAovp, aaudiig. 
GRAMMATEUS, Ditto, ateenUanLotseribe* 
GRAMMATOPHOROS, Ditto. atMemarrltr^ 
KAIAJPl^t Ditto, tocover,hide, orcbnCMl 
I.AMI7ROS, Ditto, fiuvAoKf, wftty, 
HATAIOTES. Ditto, wfnllS^ 
OUGORIA, DittOb neg^gence, coidempU 
PBIRA, mtto^ experiaicet triOt prwffi 
PSEUiSBS, Efttto, a ttar, 
SAPIENCE, from tte Latin "aafiientli^* wfltdmt 

diteftt^aiu 
SERUS, DUto, ^goiiifCfpBfiviMy. 



FINIS. 
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